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TO THE HONOURABLE 


HENRY ERSKINE, Eſq; 
A 5 v 0 8 A * K. 


SIR, 


AN * different ENF EN may be 
ſuppoſed to operate with me, 

when I prefix your name to the preſent 
work. A ſtrict and uninterrupted friend- 
ſhip has ſubſiſted between us from the 
very earlieſt period of our education to 
the preſent hour. And I have ever e- 
ſteemed it a ſingular happineſs that I am 
connected by ſuch ties with one whoſe 
character is adorned by many of the moſt 
ſhining qualities, 


It is not, however, my prefent inten- 
tion, either to delineate thofe engaging 
| | manners 


( «cy 


manners by which you are rendered ami- 
able as a man, or thoſe conſpicuous ta- 


lents by which you are rendered eminent 


as a lawyer. It is ſufficient to ſay, that 


the high opinion which I have of your 


abilitiet, and the many proofs which you 


have given me of the moſt ſincere regard, 
might naturally be ſuppoſed to induce me, 
to take ſome opportunity of expreſſing 


my gratitude and eſteem, in the moſt pu- 
blic n manner. | 


But I am at preſent actuated by mo- 
tives of a different nature. You have a 


particular claim to reſpect at the begin- 


ning of this volume, as you have been 


one of the firſt and warmeſt ſupporters 


of the charitable eſtabliſhment which 


has given origin to it. 


Should the Public Diſpenſary at Edin- 
burgh never be able to overcome the op- 
poſition, which it had at firſt to encounter, 


[ 


(vi * 


I truſt that the following pages eo will yet af- 


n ford incontrovertible evidence, that it has 
been productive of happy conſequences.; 
| and that, even in its infant ſtate, it has had 


ſome influence, both in relieving the ne- 
_ceſſiries of the indigent, and in adding to 


the ſtock of uſeful medical facts. At leaſt, 
if it has not had theſe effects, I alone 


am culpable, For, beſides the caſes treat- 


ed by my colleague Dr Webſter, upwards 
ol four hundred patients, under my di- 
rection, have already been ſupplied with 
I from the funds of this charity. 


{ Five the regiſter of caſes, I have ſe- 


lected, for publication, thoſe which are 
contained in the following work, that o- 


ther medical practitioners alſo may have an 
opportunity of profiting by facts which 
were inſtructive to myſelf. I am in- 
deed fully aware, that thoſe who read 


this ſelection with the ſole view of finding 


fault, 


* 


(EY 
A8. will have no aifficulty in "RY 
ing a foundation for che indulgence of 


. their favourite paſſion. Yer 1 truſt, that 
thoſe who peruſe it with the ptoſpect of 


receiving information, overlookling una- 
| voidable inaccuracies, will form . more 


L favourable Judgment. 


1 TH flatter myſelf with the hopes that 
| this charitable eſtabliſhment will here- 


after | flouriſh with univerſal | approba- | 


tion. I truſt, that thoſe who could 
not be convinced by argument, will at 
length be ſatisfied by facts. And if the E- 
dinburgh Diſpenſary ſhall flouriſh in fu- 
ture ages, let it then be remembered, that 
the induſtrious labourers of this metropo- 
lis, when oppreſſed with the accumulated 
evils-of poverty and ſickneſa, are, in a 
great meaſure, indebted to You, for the 
bleſſings which they may derive from 
this inſtitution, 


tie) 


I cannot, however, conclude this ad- 
dreſs, without mentioning alſo the names 
of James Dewar, Eſq; of Vogrie, Wil- 


| liam Fullerton, Eſq; of Carſtairz, Mr 


Thomas Elder merchant, and Mr Robert 
Scot merchant, who, in conjunction with 
you, form the firſt Committee of Gover- 
nors for ſuperintending this charity, 
For I am convinced, that, in the eyes 
of every unprejudiced . man, it will add 
ſomewhat to the reſpectable charaQer 
which they hold as citizens of Edinburgh, 
that they have given aid to a charitable 
eſtabliſhment, which has already had ſome 
good effects, and which may hereafter 
be produQtive of the greateſt benefits o 
the indigent part of the community. 


I have the honour to be, 


ANDREW DUNCAN. 
Les 
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HE NI introduce this volume to tie 
public, it is not my intention to ſay any 


thitig-reſpsQing the motives by which I have 
deen ptompied o pudiſſit, But it is neceſſary 


. to Rn nature of che work felt; 
X £3. Jin 

The W will _ from the 8 eile; 
that it conſiſts of two parts; of medical caſes ſe- 
jected from̃ tlie records of the public Diſperſary 
at Edinbutgh; and-of temarks and obfervations' 
which were delvered in « courſe of lectures, of 
which theſe caſes were the ſabje&; 


1 


It was in en of 4 mggeltion from 
ſeveral ſtudents of medieine at Edinburgh, and 


in compliance with their requelty' that I firſt un- 
dertook to dellver le@ures; at tat place, on the 
caſes'of patients ſubjeQedto' chronical difcaſes. 
With this view, Ithen prop6fed to give niedicines 
gratis to 4 few! patients only who might de 
oma lectures. But the number of in- 

( A agent 
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be admitted to the benefits of this charity, ſoon 

led to the eſtabliſhment of a Public Diſpenſary 

at Edinburgh. By this means, ſome caſes, ſo 

peculiar and important in their nature, became 

the ſubject of theſe, lectures, that, concluded, 
they might be of no inconſiderable uſe, as afford - 
ing medical inſtruction beyond the ſphere for 
which they were originally intended. And, with 
this view, the preſent ſelection of caſes and ob- 
ſervations are now n to > examina- 
tion. 


The caſes, and ſubſequent reports, are intend- 
ed as a faithful record of facts. Some readers 


will, no doubt, conclude, that neither the ſingu- 
larity nor importance of theſe facts is ſuch, as to 


merit great attention. It has oſten been ſaid, 
particularly by thoſe who prefer theoretical rea- 


ſoning to practical obſervation in medicine, that 


the publication of ſolitary facts, which lead to no 
general concluſion, can be of very little conſe- 

quence, , And, on this account, it may be thought 

of equally little uſe to publiſh ſingular, caſes, as 
to relate thoſe which muſt daily occur to every 

praditioner, But he who wiſhes to regulate his 

practice, 


Pt N Fi A c E:. E 


pradtice, not by what a warm imagination may 


ſuggeſt, but by what has already happened, will 
preter fair analogy to mere ſpeculation, And 
even the moſt enthiſiaſtic theoriſt muſt 2285 | 


that, while facts are the baſis of his opinion, it 


by theſe only that bis ingenious conjectures can 


be fully confirmed. Practitioners of every ſect, 


then, muſt concur in wiſhing, that facts ſhould 
be accurately recorded, and generally known, 
And, if cafes have ſometimes been obtruded on 
the public which hardly deſerve notice, there is 
certainly much more reaſon for regreting, that 
many facts, by which the medical art might be 
materially improved, are every day loſt, from 
neglect on the part of thoſe to whom they have 
occurred; Or that, at the utmoſt, they have ſerved 
only to inſtruct a ſingle individual, and the li- 
mited circle of his acquaintance, while, by publi- 
cation, they would have proved much more ex- 
tenſively uſeful. When, therefore, I preſent to the 
public, facts which afforded inſtruction to myſelf, 


my conduct needs no apology, and the intention, 


at leaſt, merits approbation. 


The facts contained in the following volume, 
confiſ principally of minute deſcriptions of the 
ſymptoms 


4 r R E F A C FE. 


FOI and progreſs, of bifrakes; and of faith» 
fol accounts of 0 ee N ont 


115 is out fir to mentior 1 that the bit of 
the caſes, taken gt the pdmiſion of the Potente, 
were not drayn up by wyſclf. For thele I haye 
been indebted to the aid of three gentlemen, Mr 
William Browne from Yarkſbire, My Samuel 
Byam Athill from Antigua, and. Mr Charles 
Darwin from Litchfield, who, while they have 
been ſtudents of medicine at Edinburgh, haye, 
at different periods, officiated as my aſſiſtants at 
the Diſpenfary. | Of the accuracy with which 
theſe gentlemen have fulfilled this part of their 
duty, the reader muſt judge for himſelf. I ſhall 
only fay, that, if [ had not repoſed the moſt 
thorough confidence | in their judgment and at- 
tention, I would never have entruſted them with 
an office, on the proper diſcharge of which, my 
own reputation very mych depended, 


In 3 me hiſtory< of eyery caſe L have, 
in general, recommended it to them to begin 
with giving an account of the condition of the 
patient, independently of his diſeaſe, briefly men- 
vou the age, ſex, temperament, condition of 
lie, 


b 
; 
4 
; 
{ 
] 


=" 
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life, - and other circumſtances, which could | 
tbropy light on the nature of the patient's aan 
ſtitution; in the next place, to give a ful: di- 


ſcription of all the ſymptoms with which the par 
tient was affected at the time gf drawing up the 
hiſtary ; then to give an aceount ef the progreſs 
of the diſeaſe; afterwards, to enumerate; thoſe 
remote cauſes. which may be ſuppoſed tq have 
had any ſhare, as indueing the affectian; and, 
laſtly, to mention the remedies employed befars 
admiſſion, and the effects reſulting fram theſe. 
This order, - though necefſarily: varied by the cir 
gumſtances of different caſes, has _ Wai ge 
perally adhered 30, 


bs the ſubſequent 3 which may be Cons 


| fidereg as 2 continuatian of the hiſtory, and which 


record the practice which was employed with 2 

vie ta the cure, the method which I haye in gene- 
ral followed has been, firſt, to mention the obvious 
effects which reſulted from the medicines that 
were uſed ; then to give an account of the changes 
which had happened, with regard to ſymptoms be- 
fore exiſting; next, to be taken ngtice of new oc 
Currences, and of the ſtate of the principal tunce 
tions; and, laitly, togonclude with preſcribing ſuch, 
med? 
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medicines as the condition of the affeRion at the ' 
time ſcemed to indicate. I am far from alledging, f 
T 
e 


_ — 
ow ate. 3 — 2— —— — 2 . 
2 ; — — — — 


that the plan which has here been followed, in 
giving a detail of facts, is free from objections. 


2 
_— 
* — 
—— —— 
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0 Yet, after frequently conſidering this ſubject, it t 
appears to me to afford a diſtin and accurate 8 
view of thofe particulars, which it is moſt material Il 


to know, reſpeQing the appearance of diſeaſes, in 
their nature ſingular, or the effects of remedies 
which have not FR in e e uſe. 


. 
* 5 —— , 2% 3 
2 
ES — 


After this Bort account of the wethod which 
has been proſecuted in relating facts, I ſhall next 
fay a few words reſpecting the plan which has 
been followed in delivering obſervations on theſe 
facts. It has already been ſaid, that theſe ob- 
 {ervations were firſt delivered as clinical or caſe- 


lectures; and they are now preſented to the pu- 
blic, nearly in the fame ſtate in which they were 
firſt given to thoſe gentlemen who did me the 
honour of attending my lectures. | 


l have often delivered it as my opinion, that 
It is hardly poſſible to conecive any method of 
teaching the practical part of medicine, which is 
batter calculated for conveying uſcful informa- 

tion 0 
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tion, than clinical or caſe. lectures. The bene - 
fits reſulting from theſe, indeed, muſt depend 
much on the judgment and abilities of the teach · 
er. And, in delivering theſe lectures with all 
the advantages of which they ate capable, the ut- 
moſt medical knowledge, conjoined with tha 
longeſt experience, will be found unequal to the 
taſk, unleſs they be ſupported by unwearied at- 
tention, and unleſs the remarks be delivered on 
a proper plan, Conſcious of my own deficien - 
cies, and of the numberleſs difficulties with which 
medicine is {till perplexed, I am fully aware, that 
the obſervations here delivered, will not appear 
equally intereſting to every reader. And, I am 
far from aſſerting, that the plan which has here 
been followed, is the beſt that could be deviſed, 
Taking it for granted, however, that the ultimate 
aim of every practitioner is to know diſeaſes, and 
to be able to cure them, theſe objects are the bas 
ſis of my remarks, My chief aim, then, in the 
obſervations here delivered on particulat cafes, 
has been to aſcertain the name and nature of the 
diſeaſe ; to point out thoſe general principles on 
which I imagined that a cure might molt reaſo- 
nably be expected; and to mention the remedies 
from which I thought that there was the greateſt 
chance 
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chanre of ſiicceſs- But; as the reputation of 4 
ptactitioner is often as much affected by tlie opi- 
nion which he may deliver; reſpecting the event 
of a diſeafe, as by the judgment which he exerts 
in the treatment of it; this alſo Has been the fub- 
je of remark: And attention to the grounds 
of pregnoſis is a particular whieh merits ſerious 
conſideration from every one who is engaged in 
the practice of the healing art. While an un; 
fortunate event, that has not been foreſeen, will 
greatly injure his reputation, he will oſten derive 


more fame from a lucky prediction, than from 


the moſt nen plan of cure. 


bY is indeed to be obſerved, that, on the ſubs 


ject of prognoſis, | have delivered my ſentiments, 
in lectures, with greater freedom than any one 


ought to do in practice. And, if my conjectures 
have not always been well founded, it will, I 


hope, at leaſt ſerve to ew, that, even where 


there are probable grounds for judgment, no 
certain cee ought to be drawn. 


But, aback e on the name and 
nature of cach diſcaſe, on the prognoſis, and on 
the 
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the praQice,, form . che, principal, part of the ob- 
dervationss yet. dit muſi be allowed; that I have 
pot, unfseqpently, given ꝓlacę to t MarEs of a dif- 
ferent, natures, Lhaye ſometimeß: taken an op- 
Pottunijty of dxawing, from partigular caſes, proofs 
of, apeculias doctrines, and off dehyering Mniec- 
tures, which ſome, perbaps, may, conſider as mw 
2 great. meaſure the, work, gf; imagination, , 
hope, howeverg that, gn ſuck.,oecaſions; 1 — 
uniformly, expreſſed; myſelf. with. that diffidence 
which.the intel se) Sl the Ipdject demands. And. 
if wy opinions reſpe ding the nature of ſome dif- 
eaſes, and the operation of ſome remedies, differ 
from the doctrines moſt cortumonly received, it 
ought to be remembered, that theſe alſo are not 
eſtabliſhed on infallible evidence; Even the mere 
ſuggeſtion of opinions, although not ſtricti foun- 
ded in truth, may lead to practices which will 
improit the healing art. And ſuppoſitionsz 
which can, at preſent, be conſidered in no other . 
light but as vague conjecture, may yet be con- 
firmed by future obſervation. In as far, there- 
fore, as theſe do not ſerve to miſlead in practice, 
they deſerve conſideration. And 1 hope, that 
any farther apology for introducing them will be 
thought unneceſſary, = 


B After 


—— 


After this ſhort view of the nature of the pro- 


fent work, | leave the reader to form a judgment | 


of it, from a candid confideration'of its contents. 
By that judgment, my future conduct will, in 
ſome meaſure,” be vcgulated. And, if the pre- 
ſent produdtion "ſhall: fs far meet with a favour- 
able reception, 2s may give toom for believing, . 
that it is not unacceptable to medical readers, 
when I have been able to collect ſuch materials, 
as I think deſerve notice; I may, Perhaps, omg 
Fa another volame to by Fn examination. 
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PRACTICAL REMARKS. 


CASE 


Obſervations on a 025 if dez, cured by the 
he. 1 the 70 Aneoniacum.” | 


JF AMES LIND, admitted November 7. 1776, 
of a fair complexion, ſpare habit, and flender 
make, is affected with fits, which generally at- 
tack him once in the ſpace of a week, but which 
do not-obferve any regular period. In theſe fits, 
he becomes inſenſible, is affected with ſtrong 
convulſive motions of his legs and arms, and 
foams at the mouth, In this ſtate, he uſually 


<ontinues for neat half an hour, He then a- | 
5 wakes, 
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wakes, as if from a ſleep, and complains of 
fight headach ; but he has no conſciouſneſs. of 
the manner in which he has been affected. Pulſe 
108; belly regular. tongue moiſt ; | appetite na- 
tural. | 

Theſe fits began about four years ago, and 
had, from the beginning, , nearly the. ſame. ap- 
pearance as at preſent. But, at firlt, they were 
leſs frequent, and leſs ſevere. 

He knows no particular cauſe to which they 
can be aſſigned. But he has lived conſtantly 1 in 
the ſame houſe with his mother, who has been 
long affected with ſimilar complaints; and he has 
all along ſlept in the ſame bed with her. 

No medicines bave as yet been 4 
with a view to. remove this diſtemper. 

Capiat pilulam caeruleam unam omni nofte ad 
cubitum-eundum,. | 

November 16. lle bad 1 Gckneſs 921 
hs firſt doſes of the pills, but they never OCCa- 
fioned vomiting. He has had but one fit ſince 
he began the pills; it was, however, rather more 
ſevere, and of longer duration than 190 fits hary 


mn _ betore, 
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obe ii on "this urn delivered Menke, yo 


"This boy i is gur patient — a — Ph in 
many reſpects mint to that with which his mo- 
ther is affected, who is alſo, at preſent, under 
our care. We have little heſitation in pronoun- 
cing the affection, to which he is ſubjected, to be 
epilepſy. Of this, almoſt ſufficient evidence is 
afforded, from thoſe convulſive motions occur- 
ring in paroxyſms, with which he is at times af 
fected. It is indeed true, that, in hyſteric fits, 
which, unqueſtionably, conſtitute an affection of 
a very different nature, appearances ſomewhat, ſis. 
milar alſo occur. And, in ſome. inſtances, the 
giſtinction between che two. diſcaſes i is very dif- 
ficult. But, in the caſe before us, there is, 1 
think, little room for doudt. It gives ſome pre- 
ſumption ot epilepſy that our patient is a male. 
The male ſex, although | it ſometimes happens, 
are but rarely fabjeQed! to byſteria. Beſides this, 
many of the ſymptoms commonly attending byſ- 
teria, particularly the affections of the alimentary 
canal, are here abſent. Our patient | has neyer been 
aftcQed with the ſenſe of a ball riſing to his throat, 
the globus hyſtericus, as it has been called, 
| which many reckon. A parhognomonic ſymptom of 


+ 3 
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that affe@tion, His fits are attended with foam» 


| ing at the mouth, which, although it may ſeem 


to be a circumſtance but of little importance, 
yet, very rarely, if ever, occurs in proper hyſ- 
terie fits. But we have here a ſymptom! af. 
fording a ſtill ſtronger diſtinction than any of 
thoſe already mentioned, in the total abolition of 
fenfe, which occurs during his fits. After he 
has recovered from his fits, he is not conſcious 
of any thing that has happened to him. On the 


other hand, in hyſteric fits, although patients 


be unable to ſpeak, yet, they ſee what paſſes a- 
round them, they hear what is ſaid, and can re- 
collect what has happened. From all theſe cir. 
cumſtances taken together, then, I pronounce 
this patient to be affected with epilepſy. | 

lt will naturally occur, as a queſtion, to what 
cauſe the epilepſy, in the preſent inſtance, is to 
be attributed, The preſumption is, that this 
patient derives'his diſeaſe from his mother. She 
had long laboured under fi milar complaints be- 
fore he was ſubjected to them. But, although 
this gives a probability that his affe ction, in ſome 
meaſure, originated from that of bis parent, 
yet, there is here room for doubt, reſpecting the 


Manner in which this may be fuppoſed to hap- 
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pen. It is, on all hands, allowed, that epilepſy 
is an hereditary affection. And there are many 
who contend, that it is one of thoſe diſeaſes which 
may be propagated by infection. It falls, there- 
fore, to be inquired, whether the diſeaſe of our 
patient can be aſcribed to any of theſe cauſes, or 
whether there is reaſon to conclude, that it pro- 
eeeds from neither. 

To the ſuppoſition of its depending on a he- 
reditary diſpoſition, in the preſent inſtance, there 
are many objections. We are aſſured, that, ex- 
cept his mother, no one elſe of his relations has 
ever been affected with ſuch a complaint. And, 
with his mother, the diſeaſe is ſaid to have ariſen 
from violent agitation of mind, occafioned by the 
ſudden death of her huſband, an event which 


did not happen till ſeveral years after the birth 
of this ſon, 


That epilepſy is a diſeaſe really of an in- 


fectious nature, capable of being communi- 
cated by contact, is an opinion, in ſupport 
of which I know no probable argument. But 


it is well known, that, with very delicate ha- 
bits, diſcaſes which cannot be {aid to be infec- 
tious, are yet catching, from the principle of 


Uitation, Of this we have a remarkable iullance 
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in hyſteria. When ſeveral patients, ſubjedcd to 
this affection, are lodged in the ſame ward of an 
hoſpital, it is to be obſeryed, that the fit of one 
brings on that of another. And what, in this 
reſpect, holds of hyſteria, may be readily - ſuppo- 
ſed to hold with epilepſy, where. the appearance 
of the fits is much more terrible. 
I would then conſider the, diſeaſe of this pa- 
tient, not as the conſequence of infection from 
fleeping with his mother, but as proceeding from 
his having frequently had occaſion to ſee her ſub- 
jected to fits. And this is not the firſt inſtance 
I have met with, where I have reckoned. it pro- 
bable, that, with delicate habits, epilepſy was to 
be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe. .Not many months 
ago, my practice in the Royal Infirmary furniſh- 
ed me with a caſe, which I conſidered to be a 
ſtriking inſtance of this. 
The prognoſis which I am diſpoſed tc to give, i in 
the preſent caſe, is leſs unfavourable than in moſt 
inſtances of epilepſy. I muſt own, indeed, that 
1 entertain no very languine hopes of recovery. 
For epilepſy, 6 Even in its ſlighteſt | form F Is always 
A ſtubborn : affection. At the ſame time, I ſee 
» No reaſon to dread any immediate danger i in the 


an inſtance, It is indeed true, we can never 
— o $1 01 11. be 
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de certain, that a patient ſubjected to epilepſy may 
not be cut off even by the next fit. Yet, upon the 


whole, it is one of thoſe difeaſes which is more 


terrible than really dangerous. And, it will 
even continue with greater violence, than in the 
preſent inſtance, during the whole courſe of a 
very long life. We may farther remark, that, 
while it is a diſeaſe which, on ſome dccaſions at 


leaſt, has admitted of cure, there is, perhaps, as 


good a chance of ſucceſs in the preſent inſtance, 
as in moſt others. There is no circumſtance 
which would lead us to believe, that his diſeaſe 


ariſes from any fixed or irremovable cauſe. And, 


as our patient is yet at an early period of life, 


his ſyſtem muſt neceſſarily be ſubjected to ſeveral 


changes. From theſe, even without the aid of 
remedies, we may expect ſome effect, as tending 
to diminiſh the mobility of the ſyſtem. And, I 
am not without hope, that, by proper treatment, 
his diſeaſe may be alleviated, if not remo- 
bY, | c 15 129125 415 577 

The removal of the complaint of this patient 
is, I apprehend, chiefly to be expected from one 
of two circumſtances ; either by the removal of 
the exciting cauſe, or by inducing ſuch a change 
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in the ſlate of the nervous power, that the ex- 


eiting cauſe will ceaſe to have its former effect. 


On the laſt of theſe footings, L have begun an 
attempt to cure with the preſent patient. And I 
have. preſcribed for him one of the moſt power- 
ful tonics with which I am acquainted: I mean 
the cuprum ammoniacum. This remedy has, of 
late, been much uſed in epilepſy. And many 
are inclined to think, that it has been employed, 
in different inſtances, with much ſucceſs. I wiſh, 
therefore, in the preſent, which I conſider to be 


a favourable inſtance of epilepſy, to give it a full 
and fair trial; and, that we may be more cer- 


tain of its effects, not to conjoin it with any o- 


tber medicine. Like other preparations of cop- 


per, however, it is a ſubſtance of great activity. 
It requires, therefore, to be managed with much 
caution; and it is neceſſary that we ſhould be- 
gin with a ſmall doſe: Yet, to obtain its full ef. 
fect, the doſe muſt be gradually increaſed to as 
great an extent as the patient 18 able to bear. 
Should this remedy, after ſuch a trial, fail in 
producing the effect which we expect from it, I 
mean to conjoin it with a medicine, which, I 
imagine, is in ſome meaſure of the ſame nature, 


that is, the flowers, or more properly, the calx 


of 
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— of Ind. I am led to ſuggeſt this trial on the au- 
thority of Doctor Odier of Geneva. He thinks, 
n that he has found good effects from ſuch a con- 
1 junction, where each of the remedies, taken by 
* itſelf; had Failed. And, what may be conſidered 
an as ſomewhat ſingular, he found, that it did not 
of require à diminution of the doſe of either. Ac- 
ay cording to his obſervations, a patient will bear, 
fs without ſickneſs, as much of both taken together, 
ſh, as of each ſeparately. Should both theſe reme- 
R dies fail, I would not yet deſpair of a cure in this 
full caſe. Even the ſame remedies, at a later period 
* of life, may have the effect of removing this 
* complaint. And, ſhould they at preſent fail after 
cop- a fair trial, we may have recourſe to Peruvian 
vity. bark and cold bathing. If all theſe give no alle- 
auch viation, I muſt own I ſhall loſe hopes of being, at 
be- preſent, of ſervice to this patient. Vet, I would 
It ef- not ſay that he may not afterwards be recovered. 
* But, of the termination of this caſe, we ſhall per- 
8 haps be able to ſpeak with more confidence 
al p when we have made ſome of the trials Nera 
1 It 
ich, 1 Subſequent Reports. 
ature, November 30. He has had no ſickneſs from 
e calx 


the continuance of the pills. His fits are now 
$5 Io 
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leſs frequent, and do not take place on the ſame 
accidents which formerly induced them. Capiat 


Pilulas caeruleas duas omni veſpere, et chart Us 


nam omni mane. 
December 14. He has bad no fit hoes the 


laſt report, although he has taken nane of. the 


pills for ſome days. In other reſpeQs, he enjoys 
good health. And, it is obſerved, that he is not 
now affected with ſtartings during. his ſleep, 
which were before frequent with him. Continuen- 
tur pilulae caeruleae ; ſed capiat ſolummodo unam 
omni nocte ad cubitum eundum. 

December 21. He has taken a pill regularly 
every night, and {till continues free from any re- 
turn of fits. Continuentur pilulae nt antea. 

December 28. He continues free from even 
the leaſt appearance of his former fits. But he 
was affected with vomiting after his laſt pill; and, 
ſince that, he has complained of the want of ap- 
petite. Intermittantur pilulae caeruleae; et ca- 


piat pulveris corticis Peruviani ſcrupulum unum, 


omni veſpere et mane. 
January 4. He till continues free from any 


return of the fits, and he has had no ſickneſs 
ſince he omitted the pilulae caeruſaas. Let him 


be diſmiſſed. 
Obfer 
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Obſervations, delivered Fanuary 11. 


I formerly pronounced the caſe of this patient 
to be epilepſy, and I conſidered it to be the con- 
ſequence of the diſeaſe of his mother, in the 
ſame manner as other nervous affections are 
communicated, by the principle of imitation. 
Since the treatment of this caſe was begun, I 
have found no reaſon to alter my opinion with 
reſpe& to it. I muſt, however, obſerve, that 
the termination which has taken place, has been 
more favourable than I expected. I know no 
remedy on which we can rely with any great 
degree of confidence for the removal of this af- 
fection. In, every caſe, therefore, the event muſt 
be very uncertain. _ 

I obſerved, however, that, from the opinion 
I had formed, reſpecting the cauſe giving riſe to 
this patient, s epilepſy, I looked upon it to be 2 
caſe, in which there was a better chance of cure 
than in moſt others. And, 1 was led to enter» 
tain hopes, principally from the ſuppoſition, that 
this complaint was not ſupported by any local 
affection. Theſe hopes have now been more 
than fulfilled. For this patient has obtained, if 


not a perfect cure, at leaſt a 8 of his dif.. 


"caſe 
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eaſe much ſooner than I expected. He has not only 
been freed from his fits at the uſual periods, but 
even when he has been ſubje&ed to thoſe exci- 
ting cauſes which formerly induced them, he has 
ſuffered no diſturbance. And, that a material 
change has taken place in his conſtitution, is de- 
monſtrated, by his being free from ſtartings du- 
ring his fleep. This, I think, affords inconteſtible 
evidence of a diminution of irritability. 

In this ſituation, I reckoned it unneceſſary that 
he ſhould * any longer continue his attendance 
here. I would not, however, from this, be un- 


derſtood to pronounce that he is perfectly cured, 


And 1 would not be ſurpriſed At hearing that he 
has again returns of his fits, eſpecially as he ſtill 
continues to be expoſed to the ſameè occaſional 
cauſe which at firſt induced theſe fits. Yet, I 
cannot help thinking, that there is fome grounds 
for hoping that this may not be the caſe; parti- 


cularly, if his mother follow the EVP T have 


given. her, of getting. Him Placed ; at ſome dif 
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tance from her. 1 g EP 


In the treatment of this caſe, I remarked, that 
we might proceed « on two different footings, In 
ſuch inſtances, a cure may be aimed. at, cither 
by attempting the removal of the exciting cauſe, 


Or, 


to 


.to dank it can be reduced. 
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or, by endeavouxing to induce ſuch-a change in 
the ſtate of the nervous energy, that, although 
exciting cauſes ſtill continued to act, they ſhould 
ceaſe to be productive of the former effect. It 
is on the laſt of theſe principles that I apprehend 


rehicf, is molt frequently afforded, in epilepſy. It 


would ſcem, from many phaenomena, that a cer- 
tain degree of mobility in the nervous energy, 
and irritability in the moving fibres, are neceflaty 
conditions for the occurrence of epileptic fits, 
even in thoſe caſes where the diſcaſe may he ſaid 
to depend on a local affection. And hence it is, 
that relief has ſometimes been obtained from 
different tonic medicines, where epilepſy has even 
been produced by an exoſtoſis within the ſxull. 
It was on this general principle, then, that I pro- 


| poſed to attempt a-cure in the prefent caſe; and, 


through the whole eps I found no reaſon 
to alter my pla. 

I began the treatment of this. ſh with put- 
ting our patient on the uſe of the pilulae casruleaa, 
a new formula of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia. 
I need not obſerve, that the only active part of 
theſe pills is a preparation of copper. And here, 
perhaps, that metal is in the mildeſt ſaline ſtate 


© The 
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Phe introduction of the uſe of copper for me. 
dical purpoſes, ſeems to have been of very an- 
tient date. For the beſt hiſtory that I know of 
it, I may refer you to an inaugural diſſertation, 
De Cupro, publiſhed at the Univerſity of Edin. 
burgh, about twenty years ago, by Doctor Ruſſcl. 
In its pure metallic ſtate, it is capable of exerting 
no action on the human body, unleſs in a me- 
chanical way. But, it would appear, that ſeve. 
ral preparations of it, as the ſquamae, verdegris, 
and the like, were employed externally as medi- 
cal applications, as early as the days of Hippo- 
crates; but, when taken internally, it was long 
conſidered as a poiſon. And, indeed, ſuch are 
its ſtimulant effects, that the greateſt part of the 
Preparations cannot be em ployed, even in ſmall 
doſes. This is particularly the caſe with reſpe& 
to verdegris. In all its ſaline ſtates, however, 
it has not an equally violent action as a ſtimulus, 
And, from its aſtringent power externally, i it was 
concluded, that it might have the ſame effect on 

the ſyſtem from internal eo 
It is now determined by experience, that, of 
all the preparations of copper, thoſe with the 
neutral ſalts, particularly with the ammoniacal 
10 are the leaſt chan And, it is not im- 
probable, 
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probable, that the remedy introduced by Mr 
Boyle, under the title of Eus Veneris, was of 
this kind. On this remedy he beſtows very 
high encomiums, in all diſeaſes attended with u- 
_ niverſal, laxity. Since the days of Mr Boyle, 
the cuprum ammoniacum has been recommended 
to the attention of practitioners by ſeveral Ger- 
man writers, And papers on this ſubject are to 
be met with in the memoirs of the Royal Aca- 


is, demy of Berlin, and in the Ephemerides Germa- 
di- nicac. Since the publication of theſe papers, it 
por has not unfrequently been employed in epilepſy. 
Ng And, it has been alledged, that the uſe of it has 


often been attended with conſiderable advantage. 
It ie not, indeed, to be imagined, that we ſhall 
ever obtain a remedy which will prove effectual 
in every caſe of epileply. It is, however, of great 
conſequence to poſſeſs one we will ſucceed in 

lone inſtances; , |, _ . 1 
1 have uſed this rentedy t in e caſes be» 
ide the preſent, In ſome of them I could not 
ſay that it was of any benefit; in others, it had, 
| think, manifeſtiy good effects. But I mult, at 
the ſame time, add, that no caſe has come under 
my care, in which it was productive of ſo re- 
. benefit as in the preſent. I do not, 
D however, 
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however, mean to repreſent this as the ſirongeſt 
inſtance of the ſucceſs that has been had from it, 
A caſe, in its circumſtances much more obſti- 
nate, is recorded by Doctor Ruſſel in the diſſer- 
tation I have already mentioned. There, indeed, 
the remedy was long continued, and to a very 
conſiderable extent. It was given, even to the 
quantity of nine grains, three times a day; and 
not only without bad en but even with the 
beſt conſequences. | 
1 hold the cuprum ammoniacum, however, 
from its ſtimulant effects, to be one of thoſe me- 
dicines which requires always to be begun in 
Imall doſes. I ordered for our preſent patient, 
then, at the commencement, one pill only. And 
each of the pilulae caeruleae contains but half a 
grain of the cuprum. This doſe was repeated 
morning and- evening. At firſt, it occaſioned a 
flight degree of ſickneſs ; but, as this ſickneſs 
| was neither attended with vomiting nor looſeneſs, 
I ſoon ventured to double the doſe in the even- 
ing. For, it may be obſerved, that medicines of 
this nature have leſs effe& in producing ſickneſs, 
when they are given in the evening, than when 
they are taken with an empty ſtomach. While 
he continued the medicine to this extent, the fre- 
quency 
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quency of his fits gradually diminiſhed, and in no 
long time they entirely left him. In place, there- 
fore, of farther increaſing the doſe, I thought it 
neceſſary to diminiſh it, And even when this 
was done, there was ſtill ſome ſuſpicion of its 
exciting vomiting. From this ſuſpicion, I was 
induced intirely to omit the uſe of it. But, that 
[ might not ſuddenly give up a powerful tonic, I 
ordered, as a ſubſtitute, the Peruvian bark; and, 

after continuing this for ſome time, as he had 
not any threatning of fits, I reckoned'it unne- 
ceflary to keep him any longer on our liſt, I 
have accordingly diſmiſſed him; and I ſhall have 
much ſatisfaction if I learn that he continues tree 


from w7 return of his- affection. 


2 
| | | 


This patient left his mother's houſe ſoon after 
he was diſmiſſed from attendance at the Diſpen- 
ſary, and continued for ſeveral: months without 
the leaſt threatning of his former affection. But, 
about rhe middle of June, he again returned to 
reſide with his mother, not many weeks after 
which he had a fit. But he has had no return, 
akhough two nen are ſince clapſed, and al - 

though. 
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though his, mother's. fits, with whom he n 
are 9 as ever. 262 2. 


Objirvatins en an Enlargement of the Abdomen, 
of a doubtful nature, which terminated fucceſſ- 


b. 


— . ie 1 8. 
1776, has a very conſiderable ſwelling of 


the abdomen, . which is very tenſe. She alſo 


complains of great thirſt, and her appetite is 
much impaired. There is no obvious ſwelling on 


any other part of her body, During the night, 
- the is very reilleſs, and ſleeps ill, frequently com- 
plaining of pain in her belly; and the is alſo 


ſometimes obſerved to pick her noſe. Her re- 
fpiration is rather more laborious. than natural, 
Her urine is ſcanty, _ clean, ſkin moiſt, 
belly regular. | 
- The ſwelling of ber . firſt pt a- 
bout five years ago, and it has gradually increa- 
ſed ever ſinec. About four years after it firſt be- 


gan, ſhe was attacked with a fever, during which 
| ſhe 


» BTR S8 2 
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charged. one about two months ago. She has 
complained of thirſt, ever ſince ſhe was weaned. 
She knows no cauſe to which theſe, complaints 
can, be aſſigned. She has uſed ſome, medicines, 
but does not know what they 2323 — 
no relief from' them. Wines 218 Dog. (61 
. Fxlverig eremaris tartari ſem, e wing 
Pulueris corticis cinnamon, grana decem M. 
Capiat daſin hujuſmedi quarta guaque hora. 
N 16. Ehe powders, which have been 
taken regularly, have produced no looſeneſs; but 
the quantity of her urine is ſome what increaſed. 
The ſwelling of her belly is nothing diminiſhed, 
and her tlürſt is: nothing abated; but her appetite 
is ſome what mended. Belly regular; pulſe 120. 
Continuetur ul vit icrembris tartari ut antea; et 
R. Calomelanos grana tria ie 
Pulveris radicis ſcillae ect frropulum 
mne hoo wh wag 
Saponis Hiſpani ae aum 
Sßjprupi ſanplicis quuntum | ſufficit ut fat maſ- 
* r V, dividenda in pilulas grancrun guinque. 
J > _ any unam ont _ en boron 
omni. 7 Bals 
- Nojtridar: 23. The pits kavie Wader Hs 
ed vomiting, nor any manifeſt fiekneſs z but the 
© has 
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has had, every day for ſome time paſt, frequent 


loſe" ſtools, attended with ſevere gripes, which | bo 

ſhe aſeribes to the powders. The quantity of th 

her urine ĩs not/increaſed ſince laſt report. Her ſen 

appetite is worſe, and the ſwelling of her belly lin 

io nothing diminiſed. Pulſe 100; thirſt rather Si 

more moderate. Capiat dofin pulveris cremoris vec 

tartari omni mane, er pilulam ſtilliticam omni nccta. pet 

November 30. Her looſe ſtools have been leſs qui 

frequent, ſince the laſt report; and the has, in lk. 
| general, diſcharged near five pounds of - urine Th 
| during the ſpace of twenty-four hours. The ho 
ſwelling of her belly is ſome what diminiſhed e- pet 
N very morning, but it again increaſes towards a 
| night. It was this morning leſs than it has been ſack 


for: ſome years before. Her thirſt is more mode- eff 
rate, her appetite mended. Pulſe * Contznuen- 
tur medicaments ut ana Mii wont lt 


IDWS BY 
olf, Aren Decenber 7. . 
NN. ate SUN 


The diſeaſe of wile geienty; in * opinion, is 
vot altogether. without ambiguity. There are, 
indeed, many ſymptoms here, which are con- 

| ſidered as the characterizing marks of a dropſi- 
cal aſfection. And, from the ſwelling of the ab- 
domen, the diffculty of breathing, the thirlt, 

| and 


, Ig 
are, 
on- 
pi 
ab- 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 31 
and ſcarcity of urine, we might conclude, that 


ſſhe is ſubjected to aſcites. I am inclined to think, 


that this is really the caſe. But here à very eſ- 
ſential cireumſtance is wanting. With this; ſwel- 
ling of the belly, there is no evident fluctuation, 
2 circumſtance; which is almoſt conſtantly obſer- 
ved where an enlargement of the abdomen de- 
pends upon water; or even where any other li- 
quid, ſuch, for example, as blood, pus, or the 
like, is depoſited in the cavity of the abdomen. 
The want of fluctuation, then, would naturally 
lead us to inquire, how far there is reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, that the ſwelling here depends on any o- 
ther cauſe. And, there is the rather room for 
ſuch an inquiry, as there is no appearance of 
elfuſed water in any other part of the ſyſtem. 
Pure aſcites, indeed, may, and frequently does 
exiſt; yet, for the moſt part, it is e with 
other dropſical affections. 

There are two other e reſpedting the 
cauſe of this ſwelling, which here naturally pre- 
ſent themſelves. , It ſometimes. happens, that 
ſwellings, in appearance, ſimilar to the preſent, 


depend upon a ſolid matter, But, to this ſuppoſiti- 


on, there are here two unſurmountable objections. 
The firſt may be drawn from the progreſs of the 
diſeaſe, 
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diſeaſe. Where the enlargement of the abdo- 
nien depends upon a ſolid matter, it: very gene- 
rally begins at a particular ſpot, and from thence 
it is gradually extended to other parts of the ab- 
domen. But, in the preſent caſe, akhough the 
increaſe has been gradual; yer; it has been uni. 
formly extended over the whole, and no parti- 
cular local hardneſs has ever been "diſcovered, 
Beſides this, fwellings depending on a ſolid mat- 
ter, are not able to ſudden changes. With our 
patient, however, ſuch changes manifeſtly occur. 
Hener; for the ſuppoſition of the ſwelling depen- 
Ane on ſolid, there is little foundation. 
Another ſuppoſition is, that the ſwelling bete 
occurring may depend upon air; that is, that 
our patient may be ſubjected to tympanites. 
But, of this affection alſo, ſome of the chief ſymp- 


toms are wanting. No found is obſerved to be 


emitted on percuſſion of the abdomen, nor is any 
relief afforded on the diſcharge of wind. Upon 
the whole, then; I reckon it at leaſt the moſt 
probable ſuppoſition, that it does depend on was 
ter. The want of fluctuation may arife from dif- 
ferent circumſtances. It may depend upon the 
ſtate of the integuments; it may ariſe from the 
condition of the viſcera; or it may proceed from 
x the 
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the water being contained in hydatides. And, I 


conſider te thirſt and ſcarcity of urine, as giving 
ſtrong preſumption of a dropſical affection; yet 


I ſhall npt be ſurpriſed to find, that it turns out 


of a complicated nature, neither entirely depen- 
ding on water nor air, but partly on both. 


With this uncertainty, I am not here diſpoſed 
to give a very favourable prognoſtic, The youth 
of this patient is indeed ſomewhat in her favour ; 
and, it is ſtill more ſo, that ſhe has received, at 
leaſt, temporary relief, from the quantity of her 
urine being increaſed. But, theſe circumſtances 
excepted, moſt others are againſt our patient. 
While we have much uncertainty reſpecting the 
nature of the diſeaſe, we have at leaſt ſome rea- 
ſon to dread a local affection; and, from the 
pain of the belly of which ſhe complains, we can 


prognoſticate nothing favourable, From the con- 


tinuance of her diſcaſe, alſo, we may conclude it 


to be of a ſtubborn» nature. For, although ſhe 


be but eight years old, her affection has been ob- 
ſerved for no leſs than five of theſe. And there 


are even ſome indications of its being of a much 
earlier date. For we may conſider, as a ſymp 


tom of it, the thirſt with which ſhe has been af- 
tected from the time that ſhe was on the breaſt. 
E To 
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To all theſe circumſtances, it -is farther to be 
added, that her complaints have already reſiſted 
the power of ſeveral medicines. If, therefore, 
it admits of a ſpeedy and fortunate termination, 
it is, I own, much more than I expect. 

It may ſeem ſtrange, that hitherto I have taken 
no notice of a circumſtance particularly mention- 
ed in this caſe, that is, the worms which ſhe has, 
at different times, been obſerved to diſcharge by 
ſtool, There are ſome practitioners, who, with 
ſuch circumſtances as occur here, would look 
upon worms in the inteſtinal canal to be the cauſe 
of the greateſt part, if not of all the ſymptoms, 
1 muſt, however, own, that I do not ſuſpect them 
to have any connection with the preſent com- 
plaint. Worms, indeed, in the inteſtines, are 
by no means a rare occurrence; yet, as far as 
my inquiries go, I think I may venture to aſſert, 
that, in this country, they are leſs frequent than 
in ſome others; and that now, they are leſs fre- 
quent here than they were formerly, which J 
am inclined to aſcribe to changes which have 
taken place with reſpe& to diet. Caſes are often 
to be met with, in which they are unqueſtiona- 
bly productive of the moſt threatning and moſt a- 
nomalous ſymptoms z yet there can be no doubt, 

that 
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that they are frequently preſent in the alimen- 


tary canal when they are productive of no in- 


convenience. This ſufficiently appears from their 
being obſerved to be diſcharged where there has 
been no preceeding uncaſineſs. 

In the caſe before us, they appeared chiefly 
during the courſe of a fever. It is to be obſer- 


ved, that, during febrile affections, worms fre- 


quently appear; and, when this is the caſe, there 
are many who are diſpoſed to conſider them as 


the cauſe of the fever. This concluſion, how- 


ever, is, I imagine, often drawn without good 


reaſon; and I cannot help thinking, that they 


are frequently diſcharged merely in conſequence 
of the fever. It would ſeem, that, from the mor- 
bid affection which exiſts, probably from the in- 
creaſed heat of the body, their ſituation becomes 
difagreeable' to them. And I reckon it pro- 
bable, that this may have been the caſe in the 
inſtance before us. Our patient has, even of 
late, indeed; diſcharged one, which gives a pre- 


_ ſumption that there may be till others preſent, 


And the action of theſe on the alimentary canal, 
may either be the cauſe of ſome ſymptoms, or 

may aggravate them ; yet, admitting that, I muſt 
own, I de not conſider them as forming any dan- 


gerous 
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gerous part of the affection; and I do not think 
that our attempts to cure are to be direed with 
a view to theſe. | 

ReſpeRing the cones plan of, cure, from 
what has been ſaid, it may be, concluded, that! 
am much at a loſs. I have, however, begun the 


treatment of this caſe, on what I reckon the moſt 


probable ſuppoſition z that is, the idea of its be- 
ing a dropfical- aſfection. Suppoſing that there 
is a collection of water ig the cavity of the abdo- 
men, it is my intention to attempt to diſcharge 
it by natural outlets. Of theſe; the chief are eva- 
cuation by ſtool and urine. From the firſt of 
theſe, we can obtain the moſt, immediate and 
moſt ſudden. diſcharge; from the laſt, the eva- 
cuation which takes place has the leaſt influence, 
as debilitating the patient; and, on this account, 
diuretics can be uſed with more regularity, and 
for a greater length of time; than purgatives. To 
theſe, therefore, I am chiefly diſpoſed to truſt in 
the preſent caſe; yet I with,;'in ſome degree, to 
conjoin the advantages both from diuretics and 
purgatives. It is from theſe conſiderations that 
I have put this patient on the ' uſe of two diffe- 
rent remedies, cream of tartar and ſquills. While 


the firſt operates, molt immediately, as a purga- 
tive, 
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tive, it is, at the ſame time, powerfully diuretic, 


The laſt is intended ſolely with the view of 
inereaſing the quantity of urine. If, from 
theſe medicines, we can obtain a copious dif- 
charge of urine, with a diminution of the ſwel- 
lings, and, at the ſame time, without debility, 
it may go far towards the recovery of the patient. 


At the ſame time, in dropſical affeftions, I con- 


fer the evacuation of the water as the leaſt im- 
portant part of the cure. And, in almoſt every 
caſe, it is a more difficult matter to prevent the 
return of effuſion, than to produce evacuation. 
It may, therefore, be neceſſary, in order to ſe- 
cure the good effects which may be derived from 
theſe evacuants, to have recourſe to Peruvian 
bark, and other tonics. At the ſame time, I would 
by. no means be underſtood to promiſe that we 
ſhall ever come this length in the cure; and, we 
may even be ſoon ſatisfied, that the preſent plan 
is not to be perſiſted in. The evacuation may be 
greater than our patient is able to bear, or it 
may take place without a diminution of the ſwel- 
lings. In either caſe, it would be prejudicial. Sup- 
poling this to happen, I muſt own, that I can- 
not, at preſent, even conjecture what meaſures I 
may then be diſpoſed to adopt. I ſhall probably, 
homever, try ſome of thoſe medicines which more 
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immediately tend to increaſe the tone of the ali. 
mentary canal; particularly thoſe which paſs un- 


der the general titles of ſtomachic and carmina. 


tive medicines. It is, in ſome meaſure, with an 
intention of this kind, that I mean to conjoin, 
with the preſent courſe, friction of the abdomen, 
And, merely as an inducement to its being con- 
tinued for a ſufficient length of time, I ſhall or. 
der it to be performed, either with oil, or with 
ſome ſoft powder, but without expecting from 
theſe any other effect than as ee to the con- 
tinuance of the friction. 1 


Sequel, 5 


Soon after the 7th of December, beſides the 
continuance of the cream of tartar and ſquills, 
directions were given, that this patient ſhould 
have her belly carefully rubbed every evening 
for the ſpace of half an hour. And, as the repeat- 


ed evacuations by ſtool ſeemed to induce debili- 


ty, the purgatives were ordered to be intermitted. 
But, not long after this, on expoſure to acciden- 
tal cold, the ſwelling of her abdomen was very 
conſiderably increaſed ;' and as, at this time, her 
belly was rather bound, the n pills were o- 

| | mittel, 


mil 
for 
tiot 
hac 
ſwe 
for 
was 
ſhe 
whi 
this 
cha 
ſwe 
ly d 
ſped 
ted 
bel] 


wer 


ebili- 
itted, 
iden- 
very 
„ her 
ere o- 
nitted, 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 2s 


mitted, and the cream of tartar repeated in the 


form of eleQuary, conjoined with a ſmall propor- 


tion of gamboge. This purged her briſkly, and 
had ſoon the effect of diminiſhing, ſomewhat, the 
ſwelling; but, even after ſhe had continued it 
for a conſiderable length of time, the ſwelling 
was by no means entirely removed, Upon this, - 
ſhe was put on the uſe of a mixture, the baſis of 
which was the tinfura amara. After the uſe of 
this mixture, there took place a conſiderable diſ- 
charge of wind, in the 'way of flatus, and the 
ſwelling fell a little. Ir did not, however, entire- 
ly diſappear. But, as ſhe continued, in other re- 
ſpects, in good health, and was no longer affec- 
ted with the thirſt, want of appetite, pain of her 
belly, ſcarcity of urine, or other ſymptoms which 
were moſt diſtreſſing at the time of admiſſion, ſhe 
was diſmifled about the middle of March. 


CASE 
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v 
Obſervations. on. a Cutancaus Affection, treated by | 
- the external Application of Corrofrve Sublimate, = 
' _ terminating: ſucceſsfully... m. 

— B—, aged eight years, admitted 

the eight of November, has over his whole 

face a red ſcaly eruption, of which there is alſo 
a little on the abdomen. This eruption is never 12 
painful nor itchy, unleſs when he ſtands before 15 
the fire, or is heated by any other means. At wit! 
preſent it is dry; but the eruption on his face ſible 
often diſcharges matter. Pulſe and belly natu- conſ 
ral; and, in other reſpocts, he is free from com - It wi 
plaint. ſpots 
This eruption is of nine months ſtanding ; ; Pulſe 
and no cauſe is aſſigned for it, except that of Ment, 
lleeping in the bed with a perſon, about two ſex, e 
years before, who was afflicted with ſimilar erup- Ne 
tions. the « 
He has uſed a bliſter, and ſome other medi- mend, 
cines, but his parents do not know what they were. Repet, 
From theſe, however, he has obtained no relief, et cont 

, Capidl 
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| Capiat; antimonii praeparati ſcerupulum unum 
veſpere et mane. 

November 16. The powders ſit cally" on his 
ſtomach, and the eruption on his face continues 


5 much as before, without any freſh diſcharge of 
hs matter. Repetatur do 9010 antimonii ter indies ; et 
* Mercuri corrgſeoi ſublimati grana duo. 

ted Solve in auae unciis quatuor ; ; dein adde 
ole piritus lavendulae compoſiti unciam unam. 
alſo I. J. ſolutio 4 qua accurate laventur partes 
ver at Melde omni nocfe. 
"Wo | November 23. He continues the powders 
At without any inconvenience, and without any ſen- 
1 ſible effect. The eruption on his face is very 
4 conſiderably diminiſhed ſince he began to waſh 
om - it with the ſolution; but, from ſome particular 

ſpots, there is now a light diſcharge of matter. 
ing; Pulſe and belly natural. Continuentur medica- 
at of menta, et capiat cras mane ſalis Glauberi drachmas 
two ſex, ex aquae ferventis unciis octo. 
erup- November 30. The ſalts operated well, and 

the eruption on his face is now conſiderably 
medi- mended. At preſent, it diſcharges very little. 
were. Repetatur dofis ſalis Glauberi, ut antea, cras mane; 
relief, et conf nuentur alia medicamenta. 
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| Obfervations delivered Dreember 7. 
This patient is ſubjected to a diſeaſe, which is 


by no means a rare occurrence in praQice ; and, 
it is farther a complaint, almoſt al the ſymptoms 


of which are obyious to the ſenſes ; yet, in my 


opinion, there is a conſiderable difficulty 1 in af- 
fixing a proper name to it. And, indeed, this is 
an obſcrvation which applies | to cutaneous affec- 
tions in general, For, to this tribe of diſeaſes, 
the caſe of our ptcſent patient is manifeſtly to be 


referred. I cannot help thinking, that cutaneous 


diſcaſes are not hitherto diſtinguiſhed with ſuffi- 
cient accuracy, either by noſological or practical 
writers. Some, indeed, have multiplied the ſpe- 
cies to a very great extent. But, from their de- 
ſcription, it is often impoſſible to ſay to which 
any particular inſtance can be referred. 

It would, 1 apprehend, be of great conſequence 


in practice, could diſtin& genera of theſe be form- 


ed, eſpecially if they could be diſtingu ſhed accor- 
ding to the cauſes from which they procecd, 
And probably, on this footing, all of them might 
be referred to one of four heads. A morbid 
condition of the general maſs of fluies; a morbid 
affection of the cutaneous veſſels ; a depraved fe- 

cretion 
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cretion by the ſabaceous glands of the thin; or a 


morbid affeRtion af the bulbs of the hair. Vacſe 


| I take to he the general cauſes of the greater part 


ol eutangqus affections; and, according as the 
diſeaſe pracceds from one or other of theſe, the 
eure is, in many reſpeats, varied. If, therefore, 
proper marks could be difcovered for diſtinguiſh- 
ing theſe fram each other, I ſhould confider it as 
u matter of conſequence. But ſuch marks, I ap- 
prehend, have not hitherto been pointed out; 
und we can enly form uncertain 19 RON from 
the appearance, and other circumſtances. 

All ſuch affections as the preſent, are, in this 


part of Britain, at leaſt, vulgarly known by. the 


name of the Scurvy; but this term, as employed 
by medical writers of ſcience, is uſed to expreſs 
an affeQion of a very different nature. And, a- 
mong all che chronical cutaneous affeQions, if 


ve exclude the itch and tinea, I know but two 


genera diſtintly marked. Theſe are lepra and 
herpes. To one or other of theſe genera, I muſt 
own, that, in common language, I am diſpoſed to 
refer all of them, At the ſame time, there is, in 


ſome inſtances, ſuch a manifeſt difference, that I 


am ſatisfied the genera ſhould be more numerous, 
Provided they could be properly diſtinguiſhed, 
The 
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The limits, however, between the two genera, 
which we have already mentioned, are often ſo 
nice, that it is frequently very difficult to ſay to 
which genus a particular cafe ought to be referred, 
Upon the whole, however, I rank under the head 
of herpes, thoſe inſtances where there is the great- 
eſt inflammation, the moſt watery diſcharge, 
and the leaſt ſcaly appearance. And, I refer to 
the head of lepra, thoſe. inſtances in which there 
is little or no obvious inflammation, little riſing 
above the ſkin, but where the parts affected are 
covered with a white ſcaly matter. In this view, 
then, I am led to conſider the preſent inſtance as 
an example of herpes. And, I look upon it to 
proceed more from the ſtate of the cutaneous 
veſſels at the part, than from any other cauſe, 
How far this diſcaſe, as the patient's parents ſuſ- 
pect, may have derived its origin from his having 
ſlept in the bed with one affected with a ſimi- 
lar complaint, I cannot pretend to ſay; I mutt, 
however, own, that 1 am rather inclined. to ſul- 
pe& the contrary, although I am by no means 
ſo clear in this ſentiment, as to draw any poſitive 
concluſion. The diſtance of time at which it 
occurred, from that when be flept with the at- 
fected perſon, is indeed a ſtrong objection to it. 
| . Vet, 
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Yet, were there eveh much more certain evi- 
dence of its not being infectious, very intimate 
connection, in all ſuch caſes, is unqueſtionably to 
be avoided, 

But, whether we ſuppoſe the diſeaſe of the pre- 
ſent patient to have ariſen from this, or from any 
other cauſe, ſuch ſuppoſitions will have little effect, 
either on the prognoſis, or plan of cure. For our 
judgment reſpeEing theſe, muſt now be entirely 
reſted on the preſent ſtate of the patient's diſeaſe, 
And here I muſt own, that, in giving a judgment 
reſpecting the probable termination of this affec- 
tion, I cannot be very poſitive, I am, however, 
diſpoſed to hope, that we may be able to cure 
this affection, and that our patient may yet re- 
cover perfect health. It is conſiderably in his 
favour, that his diſeaſe, comparatively ſpeaking, 
is not of long duration; that it has, on different 
occaſions, had the appearance of yielding ſome- 
what to medicines which have been uſed; that 
there is no reaſon to ſuſpect its being a heredi- 
tary affection; and, that this patient is yet at an 
early period of life. From all theſe particulars, 
there is greater reaſon to hope for ſucceſs, than 
there would be in contrary circumſtances. But, 
ſhould we even be diſappointed in effeQing a cure, 


I 
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I do not apprehend much danger from this com- 
plaint; and, I am diſpaſed to think, that, from 
continuanec, it would rather be * than 
fatal. | 

Wirk reſpe to the cure, it is _ to be re- 
marked, that attempts to this purpoſe are not al- 
together without danger. It is well known, that 
the greateſt evils have ſometimes becn attributed 
to the repulſion, as it has been called, of erup- 
tions. And when, by theſe, the ſyſtem has long 
been accuſtomed to an habitual diſcharge, or a 
particular mode of circulation, it is eaſy to ſec 
Why this ſhopld be the caſe. It neceſſarily be- 
comes an obje& in the cure, therefore, that, 
while we endeavour to remoye this affection, we 
do not induce one more dangerous. And eſpe- 
cially, as ſuch a conſequence is chiefly, I apyae- 
hend, to be dreaded, from the moſt effectual mode 
of cure. It is from this conſideration, that! 
have put our patient, not merely on the uſe of 
one medicine, but of ſeveral. 

I conſider the preſent diſeaſe to be chiefly pro- 
duced by the ſtate of the veſſels at the part ; and, 
for the removal of it, I place the principal con- 
fidence in the mercurial lotion. This, I cxped, 
will operate, in conſequence of the peculiar ſti 
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mulating power which it exerts on the veſſels to 
which it is applied. But if, by this means, there 
ſhould be a ſudden reſtoration to a ſound Rate, 
it is neceſſarily followed by a conſiderable change 
in the balante of 'titeulation z and, at the ſame 
time, with the tetention of matter which before 


uſed to be diſcharged. Hence there are itiſtan- 


tes where it has given riſe to apoplexy, dropſy, 
or other dangerous affections. To avoid any 
hazard of theſe, white an artempt is made to cute 
the eruption by external means, I wiſh to inereaſe 
the diſcharge by other outlets. It is with this 
view that I have put him on the uſe of crude an- 
timony, a medicine which I have often employed, 
and I think, with ſucceſs, againſt cutaneous af- 
fections; probably operating, from giving a per- 
manent increaſe of diſcharge by the ſurface. It 
is, farther, with the intention of producing a dif- 
charge from the ſyſtem, that I have repeatedly 
exhibited refrigerant purgatives. From theſe 
we obtain, although a leſs permanent, yet a more 
certam, and more immediate diſcharge. And, by 
theſe means, I hope to avoid any dangerous con- 
ſequences which might otherwiſe reſult from the 
external application of the mercury, 
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By continuing this courſe for a proper length 
of time, I am hopeful, that this patient may be 
perfectly recovered. /- And, perhaps, in the treat- 
ment of the caſe, nothing farther will be requi- 
fite, than to increaſe the ſtrength. of the ſolution, 
or otherwiſe regulate the medicine, according to 
circumſtances, If, however, it ſhall be found in- 
effectual, we may try, both externally and inter- 
nally, medicines of different kinds. And, if the 
diſeaſe proves obſtinate, I have thoughts of put - 
ting this patient on the uſe of the vitriolic acid, 
a medicine, which, of late, has been particularly 
recommended for the cure of the itch. And, I 
am told, that the efficacy of it has been fully 
confirmed, both in caſes of the ſcabies ſicca and 
humida, by that able phyſician, Doctor Baldinger 
of Gottingen. I have myſelf tried it in ſome in- 
ſtances of herpetic eruptions, and I think with 
ſucceſs. And if, after the failure of the preſent 
plan, it ſhall ſucceed in the inſtance before us, I 
ſhall, I own, have a higher opinion of it than e- 
ver. And, if the vitriolic acid fails from internal 
uſe, I have thoughts of trying it externally; for, 
when conjoined with hogs tard, it forms a very 
elegant ointment. This, indeed, I have had but 


few opportunities of uſing ; yet, I am inclined to 
think, 
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think, that it will be found to poſſeſs ſome ad. 
vantages over the ſulphur ointments, and that it 
will be productive of good effects. 
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* the _ of the ſolution of corroſive ex- 


ternally, and of the antimony internally, with 
the repetition, of the falts at proper interyals, the 
eruption on his face, continued gradually,to de- 
eine; but ſoon after, a,dry ſcaly.cruption, of a 
ſimilar nature, appeared on the bairy ſcalp... Af, 
ter ſhaving the bead, this was treated with an 
external application,., nearly, of a fimilar, nature, 
the corroſive being applied in the form of oint- 
ment. To this it ſoon yielded. His recoyery, 
however, after this, was not uniform; for, when 
the eruption on bis head diſappeared, that on his 
face 1 eturned to a ; VELY:. conſiderable. ; degree 5 
and it even extended to different parts on the 
trunk of his body. But, by perſiſting in the uſe 
of the remedies already mentioned, it was at laſt 
entirely overcome; and, on then firſt of March, 
he was diſmiſſed free from complaints. 
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Obſervations on a Rhenniatic A ection cured by 


the Uſe of aA Elixir Guajacinum V i. 
42 2201103 0 0/2010! 9 u iq lu : 9103 mc 
1 eagles, admitted Alen 
bet 11. 1776 "a married wotnan, of a 
brown betten; and low ſtature; 16 affected 
with fevere plitis i the ip, Knee, and anc 
joints; Particulatly' of thi tight ſide, 4 Tic pains 
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Walke; neither ran ſie Rat uprigttt el They ar 
partictifarly ſevere! when {he pag to grow warn 
in bed. .b>dizy nod 2 aid: 1 
The parts affected ate not in the leaſt degree 
inflamech or ſore to the touch, but ate always 
painhirl on any motiontof” the joint. Pulſe 96 
belly” regular ; appetite impaited hut the docs 
not complain of thirſt. Ver menſes ate eh 
and are at preſent flowing. | 
The pam im her? joitits HE feized her fir 
months ago. Ie was then attended with heat and 
redneſs in the parts, which diſappeared ſoon alter 
GAY FI * 
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the cpplicacel ob n iter, and blood letting by 
means 95 leeches, She now complaing of A ſenſe 
of cold i in the avele and fopt chiefly affeQed. 
.. $he 1 OP her complaints, t to ſudden expo- 
bre to cold; by ſtepping from a veſſel of tepid 
water onto, a-FYRDINg ſtream, She has uſrd no 
other,megigines, but choſe mentioned aboye..... 
| | Capiat, glixiris- gyajacipi watilis, — 
ee rears W N de _ 


1 by 


rem - 
of a 


ancle the elixir, regularly, ſpce it was fixlt Srgered. 
pains Her pains, arc greatly xeligyed, ſince the began it. 
le to She is now free from the cxcryciating uneaſineſs 


y are 
warm 


on going to bed; and ſhe can walk with tolerable 
eaſe, ſo that ſhe. has been able to come to the 
Diſpenſary, on foot, from a conſiderable diſtance. 


2 2 2 


jegree B. Elixiris guajacini volatilis, uncias duas 
always | Mualagenis gummi Arabic = 

le 96; - Oyrupy Hinglicis, ſingulorum umciam unam 
e docs M. capiat ſemunc iam amni nac fe. 


December 21, She continues to walk, with 
much more caſe, but is fill. affected. with pain 
in her back, which is moſt ſevere Ang the 
Aer en mi tur ut antea. 
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Obſervations delivered December: ; 


In the caſe of this patient, we are preſene 
with an affection which is very li Title "to mplicated; 
and it is, at the ſame time, one, with regard to 
which, there can be be very little room for doubr, 
It can hardly be matter of heſitation, that the 
pains to which this" patietit is ſubjected, are of 
the rheumatic End. Her affection, however, by 
no means correſponds” with the definition of 
rheumatiſmus, as given by noſological writers, 
For this patient is not only at preſent entirely 
free from any ſymptom of pyrexia, but has been 
ſo ever fince ſhe came under our care. 

In this diſeaſe, however, it is univerſally al- 
lowed, that there are two very different ſtates, 
Theſe are well known by the names of acute and 
chronic rheumatiſm. How far this affection, in 
the two different ſtates 1 have mentioned, ſhould 
really have different generic names, I cannot pre- 
tend to ſay; 1 apprehend, however, that, in the 

nature of the two, there is a very conſiderable 
diverſity 3 yet, notwithſtanding this, in many par- 
ticulars they are very ſtrietty connected. 

I would be far from pretending to affert, tha 
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yer takes place without preceding acute rheuma- 
tim; and there are unqueſtionably many inſtan- 
ces of this latter diſeaſe, which are never ſucceed- 
ed by any chronical affection. The moſt: com- 
mon caſe, however, is, that they are connected, 
and that the one is a ſequel of the other. This 
appears to have happened in the inſtance before 


us; at leaſt we may infer ſo, from the ſwelling 
and ne with which the _ was at 
firſt attended. 5] 770 H 


But, e ns be the firſt ſtate of this 
aſeftion; there ean be little doubt with regard to 


its condition at the time when this patient came 
under our care; and, perhaps, as little that her 
diſeaſe derived its firſt origin from the cauſe 
which the aſſigt for it ; that is, the ſudden 
change of temperature, by paſſing from warm 


to cold water. Such ſudden expoſure to cold is 
the cauſe of various morbid affections. Some - 
times it induces one diſeaſe, ſometimes another, 
Theſe varieties are probably to be aſcribed to 
peculiar weakneſs of the parts, or ſuch like cauſes ; 
but, of all affections, the moſt common which 
it induces are of the rheumatic kind. And this 
effect it has evidently had in the inſtance before us. 


With 


Wilk regard 36 the termindtion-of this diſcaſe; 
there is, I:'think; no reaſon to apprehend: fatal 
cenſequences : And, we: may temat, chat theu· 
matiſm, cven in its:acute} ſtate ia h uf ther 
affoctions which'1s mort pamful / than dangeruus. 
Sometimes, indr el, Ehronie rheumatiſm has à far 
tal termination, | by. wducing'! then atleRions. 
And; from the: long cantinnancewetiipain,; with 
the wand of exerciſe, the confitinyon: wh at halt 
be broken. With our patient, hameven, it has 
Neither been of ſuch duratnon;>mar ſo vidbent, 
that any: thang of ibis kind ds t be Areaded. On 
the other band, LMNV‚uld hape, ithat the progreſs 
towards qurt, which has Brady been, begun, 
may be continued; and that, this, patient may, 
in no long time, be reſtoped te talerable health, 
On ſuch a terwunt tion. baxerer. ye gan by no 
mans, with getkainthn depend: And, it muſt be 
. obſerved, chat this, patient. Will. pow be much 
. more ſubicct v a renewal of, her complaints, from 
.arifling: accidents, Hom if ſhs, had never betore 
m1. 1 eo gilt do dais is (v3 
Ihe plan of 2 to be followed in all affec- 
aw obtaining the name of, gbrgnig.rhcywatiln, 
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probability iSt That the diſeaſe, in its nature, ad- 
mits of very conſiderable vaxiety. Chronic rheu- 
matiſch, im its moſt pure ſtate, probably depends 
on an; atoniq condition of the parts induced by 
preceding ipflammation. Often, however, it 
happens, that this ſtate is complicated with 
ſome; degree, gf remaining inflammation, It 
is chiefly, in the firſt ,of theſe conditions, that 
benefit is derivgd from tonics, ſtrily ſo called, 
ſuch for example, as cold bathing, and the Peru- 
vian back. In the latter caſe, however, theſe 
remedies are inadmiſſible, and would even be 
prejudicial. ,. Nor, on the other hand, is the af- 
fection then to be treated as in acute rheuma- 
alm, by bleeding: and ſweating. Such means of 
cure might, indeed, tend to remove remaining 
inflammation, yet, by theſe, the atonic ſtate would 
be aggravated, , It is in ſuch inſtances that the 
greateſt benefit i is, I apprehend, to be reaped 


from, the uſe of mercury and electricity; and 


from the remed which we have all along uſed 
with this patient, tl the volatile elixir of guaiacum. 
Theſe remedies, while to a certain extent they 


act 98 Evacpangs, ace alſo ſtimulants; and, in 
this way, probably, they have influence, as over- 


SEES: 


ity sait \ : : 4 5 coming 


coming both ' afſeQions, r atonic ©oridition, 
and the inflammation, oO 7 & 

Of this intermediate kind, I ſuppoſe the caſe 
of our preſent patient to be, and F thought it a 
proper inſtance for the uſe of 'the guaiacum, 
This medicine has long been in uſe, both againſt 
rheumatic and arthritic complaints, and it has 
been employed in many different forms. There 
can be no doubt that the activity of guaiacum 
depends on a gummy, or rather a reſinous ſub- 
ſtance, which the wood contains. This gum 
has ſometimes been exhibited in ſubſtance, ſome- 
times in watery ſolution, and in both ways it has 
been attended with good effects; but, of all o- 
chers, the form which is at preſent moſt frequent 
ly employed, is the volatile tincture, or what we 
may conſider as nearly the ſame thing, the vo- 
latile elixir of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia. 

The volatile elixir has, of late, been rendered 
very faſhionable in rheumatic affections, by the 
publication of Doctor Dawſon, entitled, caſes in 
the acute rheumatiſm and the gout. Although, in 
this treatiſe, the author has not treated me with 
all the lenity I could have wiſhed, yet I can 
have no heſitation in recommending it to your 


_ peruſal, And, I have at leaſt the ſatisfaction to 
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think, that if, in ſome reſpects, he differs in opi- 
nion from me, he has treated more eminent 

names with much greater ſeverity. | 
Doctor Dawſon, pretending to deſpiſe all theo- 
ry, although, at the lame. time, Ju will bangs 
the das I he aces recommends the 
volatile tincture of guaiac, of the London Phar- 
macopoeia, as an almoſt infalible remedy, in caſes 
both of rheumatiſm and gout ; and he directs it 
to the quantity of at leait, half an ounce for a 
doſe, either merely diluted. with water; or in the 
form of a draught. This remedy, ſince I read 
Doctor Dawſon's: caſes, I have. often employed, 
and ſometimes, I think, it has been of very con- 
ſiderable advantage. At the ſame time, from any 
experience which I have had, I can by no means 
conſider it as entitled to the very high character 
which he has given it. And, in recent rheumatic 
caſes, I have ſometimes: been ſuſpicious, that it 
had rather a bad eff as:htherwiſe; In the pre- 
lent inſtance, I employed the volatile elixir of 
guaiacum of the; Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, 
which differs very little from the volatile tincture 
of the London college, in the firſt; the Hpiritus 
ſalis ammoniaci vingſus being employed as a men- 
H ſtruum, 
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ftruum, in the laſt, the /piritus volatilis aromaticns, 
This medicine, in the caſe of which we now treat, 
feems to me to have been very uſefal; and! 
have not met with any caſe, in my practice, in 
which I think it has done more. 1 ſhall be hap- 
py to find, that its — * ne by far- 
ther experience. | 
While this paticnt continues to recover, | ſhall 
not think of changing her medieine; and, ſhould 
her ſymptoms even become more violent, I will 
probably only be led, either to increaſe the doſe, 
or to alter the form. I began the treatment of 
this cate, by giving Doctor Dawſon's common 
doſe; half an ounce of the medicine; as, how- 
ever, after the continuance of it for ſome time, 
our patient was very conſiderably rcheved, I have 
ſmce diminiſhed the quantity, by giving her the 
volatile elixir of giaiacum, combined with other 
fluids. And, if ſhe continues eaſy, I may, per- 
haps, in a ſhort time, lay aſide the guaiacum ab 
together, to try how ſhe will do without it. But, 
as I wiſh to ſee how far a cure can be effcQed 
by this medicine alone, I/ſhall not, unleſs from 
neceſſity, think of employing any other adtire 
ſubſtance, either externally or internally. Ian 
| in 
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* in hopes that no other remedy will be neceſſary, 
or, at leaſt, that we will only need to direct, with 
the uſe of the. preſent remedy, ſuch cloathing 
and regimen as the fituation of our patient will 
afford. 

But, if theſe meaſures ſhould, in the end, be 
found ineffectual, I have thoughts of trying this 
patient with electricity. Electricity is one of 
thoſe remedies which I formerly pointed out as 
ſuited to rheumatiſm, in its progreſs to the atonic 
ſtate. And indeed, it is the opinion of ſome 
very able phyſicians, that, between chronic rheu- 
matiſm and palſy, there is a very great affinity. 


city has long been highly celebrated; hence 
there is reaſon to hope, that it may be of conſi- 
derable ſervice in the former, 1 muſt own, I 
am inclined to confider it as a remedy of greater 
powers, and more extenſively uſeful, than is 


ſent, I ſhould chiefly expect ſucceſs by drawing 
electrical ſparks from the part affected, or by 
giving {light ſhocks, from forming a communica- 
tion between the plus and minus ſides of the jar, 
by chains leading to the patient's thigh and ancle. 

| | Should 


In the latter of theſe affections, however, eleQri- 


commonly imagined. In ſuch a caſe as the pre- 
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Should the electricity alſo be found unſucceſ. 
ful, ſome benefit might, I think, be reaped from 
different external applications. And, on the re- 
commendation of a gentleman, of whoſe accuracy 
in obſervation I have a high opinion, I have 
thoughts of trying an ointment, formed by uni- 
ting a ſmall proportion of the vitriolic acid with 
hogs lard. I have, on different occaſions, ſug- 
geſted the uſe of ſuch an ointment againſt cuta. 
neous affe Qtions ; but the gentleman to whom! 
allude, informs me, that he has often uſed it with 
ſucceſs in rheumatiſm, which he imagines is to 


be aſcribed to its operating as one of the calefa- 


cientia. | 

To theſe remedies we may probably add the 
uſe of the Peruvian bark; And, before the trials 
which we have already propoſed be made, it will 
I imagine, be leſs exceptionable than it would be 


at preſent. 
Continuation of the Reports. 


December 28. Her pains continue much eaſier; 
but, ſince laſt report, there has occurred a flight 
ulceration on the back part of her leg. Conti 
etur mixtura elixiris guaiacini ut antea; et al. 
quantum linimenti cerei parti cruris affeclae ine 


natur. 
January 
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January 1." The ulceration of her leg, men- 
tioned in the laſt report, is now heal; but a ſlight 
ulceration has appeared at another part. She has 
had ſome return of pain in her left thigh and 
left arm; but the right thigh, which was formerly 
ſo much affected, continues caſy. Continuentur 
medicamenta. . 

January 25. She is free from all her pains, 
and the ulceration is entirely heal. Let her be 
diſmiſſed, | 


Obſervations delivered February bo; 


Of the diſeaſe of this patient, after what has 
already been ſaid, little now remains to be obſer- 
ved. During the whole courſe of her affection, 
I have had no reaſon to alter, either my opinion, 
or my practice. Except the flight ulcerations in 
her leg, which occurred towards the concluſion 
of her diſeale, ſhe has had merely a continuance 
of the ſymptoms mentioned in the caſe; and 
theſe, which were entirely ſuperficial, were hardly 
an object meriting attention. The progreſs 
to recovery here has, upon the whole, been 
more regular than I expected. Our prediction, 
therefore, that, in no long time, ſhe would enjoy 

tolerable 


— 
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tolerable health, has at leaſt been fulfilled. Hoy 


far our aflertion, that ſhe might again be ſubjec- 
ted to a rene wal of her complaint, ſhall appear 
to be well founded, yet remains to be determi. 
ned. I ſhall not be diſpleaſed to learn, that, in 
this reſpe&, our fears are found to be ground- 
leſs. 

After what we have already ſaid reſpeding the 
plan of cure, nothing is now to be added. View- 
ing the caſe to be one, in which, with a diſpoſition 
to the atonic ſtate, there was yet ſome remains 
of inflammatory diatheſis, I thought of trying a 
medicine, which, in ſome degree, combined ſti- 


mulating and tonic powers. And it was with 


this intention that I had recourſe to the elixir of 
guaiacum, And, although I have often betorc 
employed this medicine, I think with good el. 
feQ, yet, after the termination of this caſe, I may, 


even more poſitively than formerly, aſſert, that | 


have uſed it in no caſe in which it has been pro- 


ductive of ſo good effects as in the preſent. At 


the time when ſhe, began it, her pains were fo 
violent, particularly on one fide, that ſhe was 
unable either to ſtand or walk; and they were 
increaſed with ſo much ſeverity on her going to 
bed, that ſhe was often depriyed of reſt during 
the 
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the night. From the time that ſhe began the 


low 


jec- elixir, ber complaints were greatly alleviated; 
pear and I perſiſted in it, without employing any other 
Im medicine, till ſhe was ſo eaſy that I reckoned it 
t, in unneceſſary for her to continue her attendance. 
und- She was then diſmiſſed, after exhibiting to us, 
in my opinion, no weak proof of the effects of 
z the guaiacum, in this formula, againſt rheumatiſm in 
[1ew- 


a particular ſtate. 

In this caſe, as I formerly remarked, I employ- 
ed the elixir guajacinum volatile; but, ſhould a- 
nother caſe ſimilar to this occur” to us, I intend 
ed ſti- ſomewhat to vary the preſcription, and, in place 
Vith of the volatile, to uſe the ſimple elixir. By this, 
xir of we may be able to determine how far the pow- 
before ers of the medicine are to be aſcribed to the 


ſition 
mains 
10g a 


od el guaiacum itſelf; for 1 muſt obſerve, that I con- 
I way, ſider large doſes of the preſent formula as liable 
that! to ſome objections. From the heat and pungen- 
en pro- cy of the menſtruum, we cannot venture o em- 
it, At ploy it unditated, and when any watery addition 
vere ſo is madle, a precipitation of the guaiacum is the ne- 
he was ceflary confequence,' With the "fimple elixir, 
ere Bi the menſtruum, which is reQfied ſpirit, would 
zoing 10 not require dilution, even when giyen to a greut- 
** er extent than half an ounce; and the guaiacum 
c 


itſelf 


itſelf may be; ſuppoſed to be in nearly the ſame 
condition in this, as in the volatile elixir, _ 
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. Obſervations on a Caſe of Chronical Catarrh, 


— B-—,a ſhoemaker, in the 48th year 
of his age, admitted November 11. 1776, 
complains: of frequent and troubleſome cough, 
attended with copious and viſcid expectoration, 
eſpecially in the morning. He has a ſenſe of 
weight and coldneſs in the praecordia; his re- 
ſpiration is ſomewhat difficult; tongue clean and 
moiſt; e natural; N bound 3 {kin cool; 
pulſe 84. 

This cough firſt came on ee W years 
ago, and, during the winter - ſeaſon, it has been ge- 
nerally aggravated. He knows no particular 
cauſe to which his diſeaſe can be aſcribed. He 
has uſed ſeveral remedies, particularly ſome {quill 
pills, which had the effect of opening his belly, 
and relieving the difficulty of breathing. 


Capiat | 
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Capiat hora ſeptima veſpertina pulveris ipecacu- 


anbae ſcrupulum unum ; nec non omni nocte, ſub ho- 
ram ſomni, pilularum ſcilliticarum grana quinque 


i mat. "7 - ; | 
December 7. The vomit operated well, but 
he was not ſenſible that it had any effect, either 


in relieving his cough, or difficulty of | breathing, 


He continued the pills regularly for a conſide- 
rable time after they were ordered, and they had 
the effect of rendering both his cough and breath- 
ing eaſier; but he has taken none of the pills for 


ſome days paſt, ſinee which time theſe ſymptoms 
are again more ſevere. | Continuentur pilulae ſcil. 
| liticas ut antea, et applicetur veficatorrum nuc hae, 


deinde inponatur eg * eee ut fiat 
fontic ulus. 127 


December 13. His cough was ſomewhat ea 


ſier for) #few days after the application of the 


bliſter; from which there was a very copious diſ- 
charge; but it has been rather more troubleſome 


to him ſince the diſcharge has been ſomewhat 


diminiſhed, grin Fonticulus et Pilulae, ut 
antea. 10 

| December 21. There has been a copious diſ- 
charge from the iſſue ſinee laſt report, and his 
814 ; eee 
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cough and breathing fiave been fortewhar cf 
| Cortinuentur are. . . 


Olfervations delivered December + 2 53. 


- The diſeaſe to which this patient 18 labjefted 
is very diſtinaly marked; and, at the ſame time, 
it is an afteQion which is not leſs frequent in 
this country, than it is. troubleſome and obſtinate. 
As exiſting with different degrees of feverity, 
there is ſome variety in the appearance of it; 
and, from this circumſtance, it has obtained dif- 
ferent names, not only among the vulgar, but 
alſo among men of ſcience. Thus, there are 
ſome who would refer the diſcaſe of our preſent 
patient to the head of cough; for, by the greateſt 
part of noſological writers, tuſſis is confidered as 
a proper genus of diſeaſe; and, there are others, 
who, from the difficulty of breathing which- here 
takes place, would refer it to the genus of aſth- 


ma; particularly to that ſpecies which is termed 


the humid aſthma, In my opinion, however, 
both theſe appellations are improper; and, I ima- 
gine, that this, and fimilar caſes, of which we 
have at preſent ſeveral under our care, are to be 
referred to the genus of catarrh, 


1 


e 
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It muſt indeed be allowed, that the ſymptoms 


of the caſe before us do not correſpond to the 


definition of catarrh, as given by ſeycral authors, 
and particularly by thoſe who refer catarrh to 
the general claſs of pyrexiac, or febrile affections. 
I cannot help thinking, however, that this me- 
thod of arranging that genus, is -exceptionable, 


And, if we conſider the order of profluvia as 


conſtituted merely by a morbid increaſe of na- 
tural diſcharges from the body, they form an 
aſſociation of diſeaſes, among which there is a 


great natural affinity. In this ſenſe, the profluvia 
either may or may not be attended with fever. 


When, however, fcver does occur, it is not to 
be conſidered as an eſſential, but merely as an 
accidental ſymptom. To the order, of profluvia 
thus defined, I would, refer catarrh, as being an 


affection, the eſſential part of which conſiſts in 


an increaſe of the mucous diſcharge from the 
glands ſituated in the membrana mucoſa Schnei- 


deri, particularly in that part of it which lines 
the lungs. 


There is indeed one diſeaſe commanly rec- 


koned a ſpecies of catarrh, which may be 


conſidered as 2 ſtrong | objection to this defini- 


tion and method of aeg it, What J al- 


lude 
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lude to, is that contagious affection, known by 
the title of the influenza, or epidemical catarrh, 
which, at ſeveral different periods, has been ob- 
ſerved to be propagated over all Europe. Of 
that diſeaſe, fever is probably an eſſential part. 
It is, however, an affeQion, which, in its nature, 
has no eſſential agreement with catarrh from 
cold. It certainly depends upon a peculiar fe- 
brile infe&ion, and ought to be confidered as 
having no more analogy with catarrh, from cold, 
than the ſmall pox has with thoſe cutaneous 
eruptions which, in external appearance, moſt 

nearly reſemble it. 

Having premiſed theſe obſervations reſpecting 
the noſology of catarrh, it follows that, on 
the view now given of it, we may, without 
heſitation, refer the caſe of our preſent patient 
to that genus. In the caſe before us, the 
diſeaſe is ſufficiently characterized by the copi- 
ous viſcid expectoration. For, there can be little 
doubt, that the troubleſome cough is merely the 
conſequence of the accumulation of this matter 
in the ramifications and veſicles of the bronchia, 
Here, however, it will naturally occur, as a ſe- 
cond queſtion, how far the genus which we have 
now defined conſiſts of different ſpecies, and to 
which 


fe 


ce! 
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which of theſe ſpecies the preſent caſe is to be re- 


ferred. I muſt own, that I am one of thoſe 
who reckon the multiplication . of the ſpecies 
comprehended under genera, to be both unne- 


ceſlary and improper. It is indeed true, that the 
cure applicable to any particular genus, is by no 


means ſuited to all the ſpecies falling under it; 


but, neither will the cure of ſpecies always an- 
ſwer for the treatment of varieties. And, in ac- 


tual practice, the cure employed in any particu- 
lar caſe, ought to be adapted to its peculiarities. 
1 apprehend, therefore, that genera ought only 
toibe ſubdivided when there is a manifeſt and 
conſiderable difference, particularly. in teaching 


medicine, | 


In the preſent affection, there are two condi- 
tions between which a diſtinction is requiſite ; that 


is, whether the diſeaſe occurs as an acute or chro- 


nical affection. In the firſt of theſe caſes, it ap- 
pears as the almoſt immediate effect of a parti- 
cular accident; it is attended with conſiderable 
fever ; and, in no long time, it terminates either 
in health, or in ſome other affection. Of all o- 
ther affections, the moſt common ſequelae of it, 
are, either phthiſis pulmonalis, or chronical ca- 


tarrh. Any obſervations on the former of theſe 


affections 


| 
U 
| 


— 
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affections would be here out of place; but the caſe 
before us naturally leads us to nee of 


che latter. 


By chronic catarrh, I 0 an increaſed 
ſecretion of mucus in the lungs, without fever, 
and, moſt commonly, without any degree of in- 
flammation. This diſeaſe, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, is both common and troubleſome; and, 
as being ſuch, it has naturally claimed the atten- 
tion of practical writers. They have commonly 
diſtinguiſhed it by the title of catarrhus ſenilis; 
and, in defence of the propriety of the name, it 
cannot be refuſed, that it is chieffy a diſeaſe of 
old people; yet, as it ſometimes occurs at an 
early period of life, I conſider the term . chronic 
to be leſs exceptionable. And, indeed, it could 
hardly with propriety be termed ſenilis with our 
preſent patient, a man not yet fifty years of age. 
It is from theſe different conſiderations, then, that, 
to the diſcaſe of this patient, I give the name of 
chronic catarrh. 

Ibis affcction is one of thoſe which has often 
a fatal termination; but, for the moſt part, it is 
not ſuddenly fatal: And it rather induces death 
by wearing out the conſtitution, than in any o- 
ther manner; . nine, indeed, 

patients 


nts 
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patients are cut off by it, ſrom immediate ſuffo- 
cation. With our preſent patient, it has not 
gone to ſuch a height as to give much reaſon; to 
apprehend this; and our patient's ſtrength is 
but little impaired. To all this we may add, 
that he has not yet arrived at a very advanced 
period of life; hence, there are fome grounds 
for hoping, even for a compleat recovery. It is, 
however, more probable, that we will not be 
able entirely to rid our patient of his difeaſe, but 
that he will, as formerly, continue to be moreor leſs 
affected with it during the winter-feaſon. I hope, 
however, that, under proper treatment, his com- 
plaints may at leaſt be alleviated, particularty, if 
his fituation at home be fuch, as will co-operate 
with our meaſures. 

In this affection, in general, F imagine, that 
the great obyect which is to be aimed at in the 
cure, is to reftore the ſecretion, by the lungs, to 
its natural ſtate; and the principal means of af- 
feng this, is, by diminifhing the determination 
of the blood to the lungs. Hence, it becomes 
no lefs neceſſary to avoid canfes promoting de- 
termination there, than to uſe fach means as 


vill increaſe the flow of blood to other parts. 
Of all canſes determining blood to the internal 
| viſcera, 
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viſcera, in general, perhaps the moſt conſiderable 
is the application of cold to the ſurface of the 
body; and hence it is, that the diſeaſe of which 
we now treat, is univerſally obſerved. to be worſt 
during the winter-months. And it is one of 
thoſe affections, in which it is of the higheſt uti- 
lity to paſs the winter in a warm climate. With 
patients where that condition is unattainable, cold 
is particularly to be guarded againſt by. proper 
cloathing, and comfortable lodging, as by this 
mean uniform circulation is chiefly to be ſupported, 

But, beſides this, the determination to the 
breaſt will alſo be diminiſhed by all thoſe means 
which increaſe the flow of blood to neighbour- 


ing parts. And, with this view, nothing has a 


better, or more permanent effect, than ſome drain 
from the body, in the form of iſſue, or ſeton. 
With nearly a ſimilar intention, alſo, emetics are 
often uſeful. Theſe have particular influence in 


giving powerful determination to the ſurface; 


yet, it muſt be allowed, that this determination 
is not permanent; and, in this diſeaſe, they are 


perhaps ſtill farther ſerviceable from another 
principle. The diſtreſſing ſymptoms in this af- 


fection, although ultimately the cohſequence of an 


increaſed ſecretion of mucus, are yet to be con- 
ſidered 
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fidered-as, immediately proceeding from the ac- 
cumulation of this mucus, in thoſe canals and 
receptacles. which are provided for air. Hence, 
conſiderable relief may be derived from all thoſe 


means of cure which ſerve:immediately to unload 


the breaſt, by promoting expectoration; and, 


with this intention, there is perhaps no needy | 


more ſerviceable than emetics. | 
Emetics, however, at the utmoſt, can de re- 


f Save Pr at certain intervals; hence, it ſnould 


be out endeavour to obtain relief from ſomething 
produdve of the ſame effect, the uſe of which 
can be more uniformly perſiſted in. With this 
views if there be in reality any remedies which, 
by entering the circulation, and in this manner 
reaching the lungs, produce a tendency to ex- 
cretion, we would naturally think of employing 


theſe, . Some, indeed, are diſpoſed to deny that 


any ſuch medicines exiſt; but, I uſt own, that 


I cannot help entertaining, on this ſubject, a very 
different opinion. I can ſee no more difficulty 
in ſuppoſing it poſlible, that the effects of a re- 
medy, entering the. circulation, ſhould appear at 
the excretory or ſecretory organs, by the breaſt, 


than by the kidneys or ſalivary glands. That 
an action on the two latter takes place, is unde- 


K niable; 
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niable; and, for my on part, I am''convincey, 
that, with reſpect to the former alſo, it is con- 
firmed by obſervation. Tlis effect is particular- 
ly obſervable from the uſe of many of thoſe very 
ſubſtances, which, after their introductioſ into 
the circulation, ſhew their influence on the kid- 
neys, ſuch, for inſtance, as/ ſquills. Such reme- 
dies, indeed, may, in the preſent affection, be 
ſuppoſed” to have a bad effect, in as für as they 
tend to (increaſe ſecretibn; but this is more 
than counter: balanced, by their: giving an addi- 
tional ftimulus to excretion, and by nis means 
unloading the lungs/ ene tre 
While theſe medicines aid E dln dd t they 
ſeem alſo to produce a change on the iſtate of the 


matter expectorated; for, after their uſe; it ma- 


nifeſtly appears of a 'confiftence leſs viſcid, and 


leſs tenacious than before. This, ptobably, i is 
not the effect of any alteration onthe ftate of 
the mucus; as it is ſeereted; but it happens mere- 
ly from excretion occurring before the mu- 
cus has, 1 in conſequence of ſtagnation, acquired 
any "great viſcdity. Thus, then, acboagh ſuch 
remedies can be conſidered as having but little 
tendency to produce a radical cure, yet they are 


* conſiderable ſervice, a as alleviating the diſcaſe. 
On 
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On theſe general principles I have begun, and 
mean to eondud aur practice, in the caſe before 
us; and the obſetvat ans which haye now been 
offered, will fully? explain to you the intentions 
which I have in view, in baving recourſe to an 
iſſue, to the ſquill pills; and to repeated emetics. 
In the uſe of the two former, I mean uniformly 
to perſiſt for ſome lengih of time, but the latter 
will be uſed only occaſionally; when, from much 


difficulty of breathing; there is reaſon to ſuſpect, 


that a conſiderable quantity of mucus is accumu- 
lated in the breaſt, I hope, therefore, that, if 
the other remedies have the effect to be wiſhed 
for, theſe will be leſs neceſſary. In the future 
management of this caſe, we may poſſibly be in- 
duced to change the drain to a different ſituation, 
or to a different form; and, with the ſquills, we 
may conjoin gum ammoniac, or aſſa foctida, But, 
ſuch changes excepted, we will probably make 
no other alteration in the treatment of this caſe, 
unleſs from circumſtances of the diſeaſe with 
which we are at preſent unacquainted. 


Sequel. 
Under the courſe mentioned, the ſeverity of 
this patient's complaints was ſomewhat relieved ; 
4; but, 
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but, as he complained much of pain from his 
iſſne, the ſituation of it was firſt changed, and 
afterwards, it was entirely diſcontinued. Not- 
withſtanding the uſe of the ſquill pills, he be- 
came much affected with eoſtiveneſs, which was 


obviated by the uſe of cream of tartar. But, 


although by theſe meaſures the ſeverity of his 
diſeaſe was alleviated, yet it continued to diſtreſs 
him much during the whole winter; and, about 
the end of May, when his attendance at the 
Diſpenſary was diſcontinued, the preſumption 
is, that the relief which he obtained proceeded 


more from the change of the ſeaſon, than from 


the influence of the medicines which were em- 
ployed. Ee k 


CASE VI. 


| Obſervations on an Aﬀedtion of the Liver, treated 


by Mercurial medicines. 


— F——, in the fifty eight year of his age, 
admitted November 20. 1776, is by trade a 
chairman, and naturally of a robuſt make. In 
8 the 


ſu 
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I 


1» 


ed 


XX EX 6. 4 ©. Ao 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 57 
the right hypochondrium, a conſiderable tumour: 
may be felt, extending to the umbilical region. 
This tumour gives him little uneaſineſs, even on 
preſſure; but he is affected with conſtant tickling 
cough, and his reſpiration i is ſomewhat difficult. 


He has ſome thirſt ; his appetite is conſiderably 


impaired ; and he ſleeps ill on account of the 
cough. Pulſe 104; belly regular; tongue white 
and moiſt; urine natural, both in colour and 
quantity. = 

About two years ago the ſwelling was firſt 
perceived, and it has ſince gradually increaſed. 
With the cough, he has been affected for nearly 
the ſame length of time. In June laſt, he was 
ſeized with a vomiting of blood, which left him, 
after continuing about a month. He has diſcharged 
blood by ſtool for above two years paſt, at inter- 
vals of two or three months; and, about a year 


ago, he was affected with ſevere gripping pains 


in his bowels ; theſe, however, were relieved by 
the vomiting of blood, which ſoon afterwards 
ſucceeded, and of late they have been much leſs 
ſevere, 

He can aſſign no cauſe for his diſeaſe; he has 
uſed many medicines with little relief. Some 
time ago, he drank the purgative mineral water 


aj 
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at Pitcathly, which, he ſays, wil ORs aun 
relicved the pains in his bowels. 

* Unguenti mercurialis unciam wen. 
| Camphorae grana decem „ fl 
Terantur aptime ſimul ut at ack ung EP 
Hoc inunguatur tumor abdominis omni nocte, et 

Ingulis vicibus ſcrupulus unus adhibeatur. 
Noveuber 23. He thinks that the /tumor in 
his abdomen is leſs painful to the touch ſince he 
began the ointment. He has had no bloody diſ- 
charge by ſtool; but his other ſymptoms continue 
nearly in the ſame ſtate as before, and the cough 
is very troubleſoine, | 


3 
\.d . 


;. Hydragyri granum unum 
Conſervae fructus . drachman A 
diam 
 Terantur optime * * perfoltam 3 
rum eætinctianem, et JN bolus hora * 
ſumendu. 
Et repetatur doſis n alternis noctibus. 
November 30. He has continued the oint- 
ment, and taken three boluſes, without their pro- 
ducing any inconvenience. He ſtill thinks the 
pain of the tumor ſoniewhat diminiſhed, and 
he has had no return of the bloody ſtools. Con- 
tinuetur ue, et repetatur bolus tertia qua- 


que nocte. 
Decem- 


Whit 
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December 3. He has taken his medicines as 


directed, and has felt ſome flight ſoreneſs in his 


gums for theſe three days paſt,” He thinks, that 
the pain of the ſwelling in his abdomen is till 
leſs than formerly, but the ſwelling | is nothing di- 
miniſhed. Omittantur boi, continuetur unguen- 


tum, et capiat pilularum thebaicarum grana decem 


alternis noctibus. fs 

December 14. He thinks his cough ſome- 
what eaſier ſince he began the pills; and he has 
had no farther return of the bloody diſcharge by 
ſtool. The pain in his abdomen continues ea- 
ſier, and he thinks that the welling is ſomewhat 
fallen. Continuentur medicamenta, et repetatur 
bolus ut antea, alternts noctibus. 

December 21. He is again at times ſenſible 
of a copper taſte in his mouth, fince tne boluſes 
were repeated, but without any ſpitting. His 
cough, and the difficulty of breathing, have been 
very uneaſy for ſome days palt. Continuentur 
medicamenta. : 


Obſervations en . mg 23. 


The caſe of this patient is one, with. 00 


which, 1 am not altogether: without difficulty; 
and 


a 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
1 
1 
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and I expect to have ſtill greater diſſiculty in the 
conduct of the cure, than in Ahertaining. the 
nature of the diſeaſe, _ _ 

Ihe ſymptoms: with which. this patient. i is at 
* v affected, are few in number. And of 
theſe, the greateſt part are obvious to the ſenſes. 
Here the firſt and moſt important queſtion which 
naturally preſents itſelf, reſpects the ſwelling in 
his abdomen. From the equable nature of 
this, we may conclude, that it depends upon an 
affeQion of ſome of the abdominal viſcera, and 
we can ſuſpe& no viſcus with greater probabili- 
ty than the liver, It i is well known, that affec- 
tions of this viſcus are very common ; and, al- 
though on ſome occaſions, ſuch affections will 
continue for life without inconvenience, yet in 
other caſes they are attended with the moſt ſe- 
rious conſequences, 

| This affeQion of the liver, then, 1 would con- 
fider as the moſt eſſential part of our patient's 
diſeaſe ; ; and it ' may « even be a queſtion, how far 
it is not to be conſidered as the cauſe of all of 
them? The other complaints which at preſent 
diſtreſs him moſt, are cough and difficult reſpi- 
ration. 'Theſe may cither depend on a catarrhal 
affection, or they may originate from a diſeaſe 
Bals of 
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of the liver, It is here, however, to be obſerved, 
that the cough with which our patient is affected, 
is, in ſome reſpects, different from that of chro- 


nical catarrh; and, from its being, as is expreſs 


ſed in the hiſtory of the caſe, à conſtant tickling 
cough, we may conclude, that it does not depend 


on a ſlimulus from a quantity of viſcid mycus, 
For, when that is the caſe, the fits of coughing 


are not ſo frequent as they are ſevere; and it 
then very rarely happens, that a fit of coughing 
terminates, without the expectoration of a con. 
ſiderable quantity of viſcid mucus. I mult, there · 
fore, own, that I conſider it to be the moſt pro- 
bable ſuppoſition, that both the cough and diffi, 
culty of- reſpiration depend. on Ge: diſeaſed ſtat 
of the liver, 


On what principle fwelting nd tumour 5 tha 


liver ſhould. produce the difficulty of breaths 


ing, is ſufficiently obvious. An enlargement of 


that viſcus muſt neceſſarily prevent the free mo» 
tion of the diaphragm, particularly when the ho- 
dy is in a recumbent poſture; and, on the mo- 
tion of the diaphragm, there can be, no doubt 


that reſpiration principally depends. Nor is it 
very difficult to coneeive how it ſhould give riſe 
to cough; tors! from the very circumſtance of 
I. preventing 
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preventing the free motion of the diaphragm, it 


will neeeſſarily act, as giving irritation to the lungs. 


And in this manner we can account for the fre- 
queney of the cough without expectoration. 

One of the moſt eminent practitioners at pre- 
fent in Britain, is diſpoſed to refer to the liver 
the cauſe of many difeaſes. And, from thoſe 
| who have been his patients, nothing is more 
common than to hear of hver-coughs, liver-con. 
ſumptions, and the like. Although 1 am by no 
means diſpoſed to confider its influence to be fo 
extenſive: as ſome imagine, yet, it would be e- 
qually groundleſs to refuſe, that it may often be 
the cauſe of diſeaſe; and when, as in the preſent 
caſe, we have, even from the teſtimony of the 
ſenſes, next to certain evidence of its being di- 


ſeaſed, it naturally preſents itſelf, at leaſt, as the 


moſt probable cauſe of the affection. 
After theſe remarks on the ſymptoms with 
which our patient is at preſent affected, it next 


requires to be mentioned, that, ſince his com. 


plaints began, he has been affected with other 
ſymptoms, which, although they be not conſtant, 
have been obſerved to return at no very long in- 
tervals; and we have every reaſon to apprehend 
that he will be again ſubjected to them, What 

1 


ſwelling of the hver is faid to be only of two years 
duration, white, we are told, that this bloody 
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I alludeto, ' the bloody diſcharge both by vo- 
miting and by ſtool, but particularly in the latter 
of theſe ways. With regard to this circumftance, 
alſo, there is ground for doubt. It either may, 
or may not be connected, with the fixed affeQion 
of his liver. It is certain, that tumour and ſchir- 
roſity of the liver very frequently occur without 
any ſuch appearance; and, it is equally certain, 
that blood may be diſcharged from the alimen- 
tary canal when it is derived from other ſources, 
Moſt commonly, ſuch bloody diſcharges happen 


from the veſſels of the alimentary canal itſelf. 


Beſides theſe circumſtances, there is another par- 
ticular which here creates farther doubt. 'The 


diſcharge has taken place at intervals for a great- 
er length of time. 


When all thefe circumſtances are taken to- 


gether, I cannot venture to aſſert, with confi- 


dence, that the bloody difcharge does depend 


upon the diſcaſe of the liver; yet, I muſt own, I 
um {till diſpoſed to conſider it as not improbable, 
that it is the origin of this affection alſo. There 
is great room for preſuming, that the liver would 
be in a diſeafed condition a conſiderable time be- 

fore 
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fore thete was any obvious ſwelling ; and from 
Firſt to laſt it has never given any great pain. 
When to all this it is added, that, at preſent, 
there can be little doubt of its being in a diſeaſed 
Nate, it is more reaſonable to ſuſpe it to be the 
cauſe of the ſymptoms; than to aſcribe them to any 
other cauſe, even the exiſtence of -which is not 
certain. Blood from the veſſels. of the liver 
will find a ready acceſs into the alimentary canal; 
and, when it is derived from this ſource, there is 
a a greater chance of its being diſcharged, both 
. . upwards and downwards, than from any other, 
It is well known that a diſcharge, both upwards 
and downwards,: happens with regard to the fluid 
ſecreted; by the liver,z and, if bilious vomiting 
and purging be a common occurrence, a bloody 
diſcharge may alſo happen from the ſame origin. 
Upon the whole, then, I ara diſpoſed to look up- 
on the diſeaſe of our preſent patient, to be what 
may be termed a liver-caſes, 
Reſpecting the cauſe firſt inducing this affec- 
tion, we are entirely. in the dark. Our patient 
himſelf does not aſcribe his complaint to any 
particular occurrence. From this ſource, there- 
fore, no light is thrown upon the nature of the 
. and any conjecture which can be formed 
from 
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from the circumſtances of our patient's employ- 
ment, muſt be very uncertain. - Yet, when we 
reflect on his occupation in life, that of a chair · 
man, we are naturally led to conclude, that he 
has been expoſed to very ſtrong occaſional cauſes 
of diſeaſe. Perhaps there is no employment 
from which there occurs expoſure to greater vi- 
ciſſitudes of heat and of cold; and, accordingly, 
although none are capable of undertaking this 
buſineſs but thoſe of the ſtouteſt and ſtrongeſt 
makes, yet their lives are reckoned very bad 
ones, by thoſe who have attended to calculations 
of that kind. We may preſume, therefore, that 
this had ſome: ſhare, as inducing the preſent af- 
fection; and, it is not impoſſible, that it may 
have been aided alſo by the too frequent uſe of 
ſpirituous liquors; for, while the circumſtances 
of the profeſſion which we have mentioned natu- 
rally lead to the uſe of ſpirits, dram- drinking is, 
at the ſame time, known to be a very powerful 
cauſe inducing affections of the liver. 

But any ſuppoſition which may be entertained 
reſpecting the origin of the diſeaſe, will now very 
little influence our judgment with regard to the 
prognoſis, In the preſent caſe, I muſt own, 
I can form no favourable opinion, His com- 

. plaints, 
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and the fymptom which is the moſt urgent, the 


cough, is in reality the leaſt inconſiderable. This 
may indeed diſtreſs him, but I do nor conſider it 


as dangerous 3 and, although it is not, perhaps, 


to be entirely removed while the cauſe of the 
complaint continues, yet it may admit of conſi · 
derable alleviation; | The ſwelling which is per> 
ceptible in his abdomen, will, in all probability, 
be mort obſtinate; and it may not merely reſiſt 
all our attempts to remove it, but may yet ter- 
minate in ſuppuration, the patient being after- 
wards cut off by the tabes hepatic: I fee no 
reaſon for imagining, however, that the progreſs 
in the preſent diſeaſe will be rapid. And, if our 
patient chooſes to give himſelf that chance which 
different medicines may afford, it will at leaſt fur- 
niſh us with an opportunity for the trial of theſe; 
yet, I muſt own, that I have but litthe expecta- 
tion of being able to remove the affection. 
With the view of combating that diſcafe of the 
ver, which 1 take to be the great cauſe of our 
patient's preſent complaints, two great objets arc 
to be aimed at, the removal of obſtruction in 
that viſcus, and the reſtoration of due circulation 
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through it. We do not imagine, that, even 
by obtaining theſe ends, the ſwelling would ba 
entirely removed for the probability is, that, 
after the affection has been of fo long ſtanding, 
the ſolid parts are in fome degree incceafed. 
Yet, I think, there is little doubt that the greater 
part of the ſwelling depends on impacted fluids, 
and that, by free circulation, it would be re- 
moved. At the fame time, by the reſtoration 
of this, any farther bad nn would be 

avoided. | 
Of all the remedies known by the general 
title of deobſtruents, none perbaps has been 
longer held in high eſtimation than mercury, 
And, we have the moſt inconteſtible evidence 
of its acting as a - peculiar and yet powerful ſtis 
mulus, at particular parts, after its introduction 
into the general maſs of circulating fluids. It is 
in the hope of obtaining theſe, that I have here 
put this patient on the uſe of it, both externally 
and internally. The firſt 1 intend not merely as 
a means of introducing mercury into the ſyſtem, 
but in ſome meaſure as 2 topical application, 
It is with this view that I have conjoined it with 
a ſmall proportion of camphor; and 1 hope that 
its influence, when rubbed upon the integuments, 
may, 
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may, in ſome degree, be extended to the viſcera 
for I cannot help thinking, that I have ſeen in- 
ſtances of benefit from it, where there was e- 
qually little eonnection. 0 

But, ſhould the friction have no ee in 
this way, it is ſtill an equally powerful means of 
introducing the mercury into the ſyſtem, as fric- 
tion on any other part. With this, however, I 


wiſhed alſo to conjoin the internal uſe of mer- 
eury, as by this means there is both a greater 
certainty of its introduction, and the ſyſtem will 


be ſooner charged with mercury, than if we 
truſted to one mode of introducing it only, 

I have ordered the mercury as rendered active 
merely by triture, In this ſtate, there is the 
greateſt chance of its being retained for ſome 
length of time in the ſyſtem 3 and on this reten- 


tion my hopes of ſucceſs were chiefly founded. 


I have directed the triture to be made with the 


corſerva fructus cynoſbati, a ſubſtance which ſome 


imagine has a very powerful effect as-extinguiſh- 
ing the mercury; but, how far the 1 
is well founded, I do not know. 13 
By means of theſe, or other mercurials, it is 
my intention to keep this patient for ſome time 
on = verge of ſalivation. Not that I imagine any 
benefit 


- 
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benefit is here to be reaped from the diſcharge, 


but becauſe 1 conſider the diſcharge to be the 


only certain evidence that the <p has en- 


tered the ſyſtem. 


Should this plan, after a proper trial, be found 
to fail, we may, perhaps, make «trial of ſome of 
theſe deobſtruents ſo highly recommended by 
Doctor Stork, particularly the cicuta or ſtram- 
monium. I am far from thinking that theſe re- 
medies are ſo highly efficacious as has been re- 


preſented; yet, I have no doubt that they do 


poſſeſs active powers, and that, on ſome occa- 
ſions, they have had wonderfully good effects. 
In the preſent caſe, however, I ſhould not be dil- 
appointed were theſe alſo to fail. 

While we are thus proſecuting meaſures for 
a radical cure, the relief of urgent ſymptoms is 
not to be neglected. With that view, indeed, we 
have hitherto done but little; becauſe, excepting 
the cough, there is nothing in this way very ur- 
gent. It is, however, with the view of allevi- 


ating this, that I have ordered the Pilulae theba- 


icae, While theſe affbtd relief, I propoſe to con- 


tinue them oceaſionalyʒ or, I may have recourſe 


to other remedies, 'as demulcents or bliſters. : 
But, en the cough with which he is affected 


M. continues 
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continues to be merely of the tickling kind, I 
own, I ſhall expect more from the opiate than 
from any other rezyedy,; And l take the pre- 
ſent to br one of thoſe caſes in which the frochiſci 
bechici cum epio, a new formula of the Edinburgh 
W may be uſed mn e | 


3 


The uſe of the mercury was perſiſted in for 
ſome weeks. His cough continued to be leſs 
troubleſome; he had no return of the bloody 
diſcharge by ſtool, and he thought that the ſwel- 


ling in his abdomen was ſomewhat diminiſhed, 


In this ſtate lie diſcontinued the mercurial courſe, 
and no other remedy was tried, | 


CASE vn. 


The Hi hoy: by) 4 Pulerbio / Eription without Fe 
brile een ae ee FA Fully. 


ANE ALLEN, 1584 * has. over 8 whole 
J body ſmall red ſpots, not raiſed above the 
ſurface of the ſkin, and neither ſore nor painful. 
She has alſo on her forchead and arms, but par- 
ticularly 
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' ticularly on the lower extremities, livid blotches, 
having much the appearance of vibices. Theſe 
are of different ſizes; ſome of them as large as 

| the ſurface of haf a crown, others of a ſhilung. 

She ſometimes complains of flight headach, and 

her gums have bled once or twice during theſe 

laſt three days. Theſe bleedings have come on 
without any obvious accident ; but the diſcharge 
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* has never been conſiderable. Belly regular; 
fs pulſe natural; appetite good; tongue moiſt and 
y clean; no thirſt ; ſkin cool. 
8 The petechial ſpots were firſt 4 about 
1. ten days ago, and the hvid blotches about two 
. days after. The number of theſe nas gradually 
| increaſed ; and the bleedings firſt appeared three 
days ago. 
She imputes theſe complaints to her having 
eat, about a month ago, a large quantity of the 
| common ſmall beans. Two days after this, ſhe 
Fe- was affected with great laſſitude, attended with 
ſhivering and coldneſs. Thele ſymptoms were 
ſoon ſucceeded by heat of her ſk-n, headach, and 
ole vomiting; which laſt ſymptom conti ued for five 
the or fix days. She complained alſo of oſs of ap- 
ful. 


petite, and great thirſt, During the frſt eight 
par- days * ſhe was ſeiz ed with theſe iy mptoms, ſhe 
arly took 
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took two purgatives and two emetics. Aſter the 
exhibition of the latter, the ſpontaneous vomit- 
ing ceaſed, and ſhe recovered fo far as to be able 
to go abroad on the 8th day. after the acceſſion 
of the fever. On Sunday laſt ſhe took a third 
doſe of phyſic, during the operation of which, 
' the diſcharged by ſtool a conſiderable quantity of 
blood; but, ſince that . ſhe has not 1 
any. | | 

Capiat pulveris corticis Peruviani ferupulum 
unum ter indies ex quovis vehiculo. 

December 28. Has taken the Peruvian bark 
regularly, without any inconvenience. Many of 
the red ſpots, and ſeveral of the large blotches 

on her ſkin, have diſappeared ſince laſt report. 
But others have appeared at different places; and 
ſeveral times the has had flight bleedings at the 
noſe and mouth. Her appetite continues good; 
{kin cool ; pulſe and belly natural. 

January 4. The ſpots on her ſkin are now 
almoſt entirely gone, and the large blotches, 
which yet remain, are every where of a lighter 
colour, verging to yellow. Some freſh ones, 
however, have-appeared fince laſt report. She 

has had no return of bleeding at the noſe or 
mouth. She complains of having been affected, 


for 
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for ſome days paſt, with pain and ſwelling at her 
ſtomach. Her - appetite is ſomewhat impaired 
belly very bound; pulſe 96. Ny 
Intermittantur medicamenta, et capiat cras mane 
alis Glauberi ſemunciam ex aquae ferventis un- 
ciis ſex. Repetatur doſes talis mane die Martis. 
January 14. The firſt doſe of the ſalts had 
little effect, but the ſecond operated briſkly. 


Since ſhe. took it, the pain and ſwelling of her 
ſtomach have been much eafier. She has had 


no return of the bleeding, The vibices and pe- 
techiae are now almoſt entirely gone. But, on 
Thurſday laſt, ſhe diſcharged a large round 
worm, of the lumbricus kind. Her pulſe and 
belly are now natural; but her appetite is at 
times obſerved to be very keen. 


x Pulveris florum chamaemeli ſcrupulum unum. 
Syrupi ſimplicis, 
Auge fontis, ſingulorum ſemunciam. M. 
fat hauſtus, hora ſomni ſumendus, et repe- 
tatur omni nocte. | 


Nec non habeat mane die Veneris dofin 
ſalis Glauberi ut antea. | 

January 18, She took the mixture regular- 

ly, and the ſalts operated well; but no more 


Worms 
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worms have bern obſerved ; and the continues 
free from all her ſymptoms. Let her be diſmiſ- 
. | | 


| Obſeroations delivered February 1. 


The caſe of this patient whom we ſome time 
ago diſmiſſed from attendance here, appeared to 
me to be in many reſpects ſingular. I had ne- 
ver, L own, before ſeen what I could reckon an 
inſtance of the ſame affection. Till lately, indeed, 
I had never read of it, or, at leaſt, had ſeen it 
mentioned only in ſuch a curſory or accidental 
manner, as to merit little attention. But, a few 
months ago, I had the honour of receiving from 
Dr Baldinger of Goettingen, ſeveral inaugural 
diſſertations, publiſhed at that place. Among o- 
thers, he ſent me one, intitled, De Petechiis fine 
Febre, by Dr Ed. Graaf, I own, from the title 
alone, I was not diſpoſed to give much credit to 

it. I conſidered proper petechial eruptions as 
ſolely confined to fevers of the typhus or putrid 


kind, and that too in their worſt ſtates. I was, 
therefore, inclined to believe it ſome deception. 
And, as cutaneous diſcaſes are eaſily confounded, 
it at firſt occurred to me, that ſome other cuta- 

| | neous 
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neous eruption might be miftaken tor petechiae. 
From careful peruſal of the treatiſe, however, I 
was neceſſarily led to form a different opinion. 
The theſis to which I allude, conſiſts entirely 
of a cafe which had occurred to the author, and 
a comment upon that caſe. In the hiſtory, fo 
many other concurring circumſtances are men- 
tioned, that no doubt can be entertained of the 
nature of the eruption. Not long after 1 read 
this diflertation, the prelent caſe occurred, and 
the circumſtances were ſuch as afforded an evi- 
dent example of what Dr Graat has deſcribed, 
His cafe and the preſent are, in almoſt every par- 


ticular, fimilar to each other. 


In our caſe, there were moſt evident ſymptoms 
of an eruption of ſmall red ſpots on different parts 
of the body, particularly about the breaſt and neck. 
Theſe ſpots correſponded very exactly to every 
deſcription of petechia. In ſize and figure they much 
reſembled flea-bites, but, in place of a florid red, 
they were of a livid caſt, and had no evident 
marks of a puncture in the middle, which always 
attends flea- bites, | 

But beſides, this matter was put beyond all 
manner of doubt, from other appearances. Jo- 

gether 
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gether with theſe ſpots, large livid blotches were 

viſible on many different parts, exhibiting, in a 
great meaſure, the ſame appearance as effuſions 
of blood in the cellular membrane from ſtrokes 
or ſimilar cauſes. We had here alſo very great 
reſemblance to the vibices attending putrid fe- 
vers; and 1 have often ſeen cafes, where appear- 
ances were not worſe, which terminated by 
the parts ſloughing off. The ſame appearances 
were alſo remarked in the caſe of Dr Graaf; but 
neither were the vibices ſo numerous nor to ſo 
great extent. Two only were mentioned in his 
caſe, and theſe ſmaller than with our patient, 
His words are, © In regione potiſſimum hypo- 
© chondriaca ſiniſtra conſpexi duas maculas viri- 
« des et ſugillationibus ſimillimas, quae ovi co- 
Jumbini magnitudinem aequabant.“ 

That theſe were. of the ſame nature with what 
occurred in greater numbers in our patient, can 
be matter of no doubt- And there can even be 
little ground tor heſitation in, pronouncing, that 
they were the effects of cffuſed blood. For here a 
diſpoſition to the rupture of veſſels manifeſted It- 
ſelf in various ways. Before the patient was ad- 


mitted under our care, ſhe had.oftener than once 


ſpontaneous bleeding at her gums, and that too, 
without 


zut 


f AND OBSERVATIONS. 97 


without any evident ſign of ſpungy texture or 
local affection. On taking purgatives alſo, ſhe 


had been obſerved. to diſcharge conſiderable 
quantities of blood by ſtoo ttt. 


After the came undet our care, there were 


ill, in ſome tmeaſure; the ſame appearances; 
that is, ſtill evident ſigns of tendency to haemor- 
rhage in the diſcharge of blood by ſtool 3: and 
this, too, without any ground for ſuſpecting that it 
was the effect of any haemorrhagic effort. For 
neither was there quickneſs nor hardneſs of pulſe, 
nor any other nn GE 8 that 
ſtate of body. 2115 903 n. 
Theſe were the only mordds Hunan evident 
in this caſe, or of which our patient complained 


after coming under our care. At one time, in- 


deed, ſhe. complained of ſome uneaſineſs and 
ſwelling: at her ſtomach. Probably, however, 
theſe ſymptoms were rather the conſequence of. 
the remedies ſhe had taken, than connected with 
the diſeaſe; and they may very naturally have 
ariſen as effects of the vitriol acid. At any rate, 
it was a complaint of but ſhort duration, and gi- 

ving little uneaſineſs. | 
At another time, ſhe diſcharged, by ſtool, a 
large worm of the lumbricus kind, I was, how- 
| N ever, 


ever, inchned to imagine, that this bad no 
connection with the primary affect. Worms 
in the alimentary canal are, indeed, the cauſe of 
a great variety of ſymptame; But do not know 
that they have. ever been alledged to mduce ſuch 
as the preſent; and 2 diſcharge of them from 
the alimentary canal, is by d mean an War 
quent canſcquence of other affectionz- 

This, I am diſpoſed. to imagine, Was, in in fome 
meaſure, the caſe with gur patient ; and I would 
conſider the petechial eruption, the blotches, 
ſuggillations or vibices, and diſpoſition to hae- 
morrhage, as conſtituring th the MOI for which 
ſhe came under our care; * 2 
| It will naturally occur then as a queſtion, what 
genus of diſeaſe theſe conſtitute? 09 12. 

And here 1 muſt own, that Ino no vlahe to 

which can properly reduee it in any noſologi- 
cal ſyſtem. By ſome noſologiſts, indeed, pe- 
techia itlelf is made a genus of diſcaſe; but ſtill 
this name is given thoſe: caſes where petechiae are 
combined with febrile aticftions. - To ſuch, then, 
we cannot refer the: pit ni ivſtance, + + + 
Of the ſymptoms here preſent, there are none 
which do nat, at fan . e 2 
; 120 3 But 


n. 


| eaſt, on this ground, Lapprehend, that the ſymp- 
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But that affection is CharaReriſed by many other 
marks not here preſent. Nor, in this inſtance, 
was there by any meuns the fame progreſs as in 
ſcurvy; No foetor of the breath, ſpungy ftate of the 
guins, proftration of ſtrength, ulcetations, oedema- 
wus fwellings, or the Uke, here took place. Nor 


could the patient be ſubſetted to thoſe cauſes, very 


generally, if not always, inducing it. There would 
be an evident impropriety, therefore, in referring 
it to this head. It is not, however, improbable, 
that, in its nature, it has ſome analogy to ſea · ſcur- 
vy. Atl, if we can form any reaſonable conjec- 
tute of its nature, it is of more conſequence than 
giving it a proper name. Were I, however, al- 
lowed to coin one, and in this way the practi- 
tioners of our days have uſed more frecdom than 
all their predeceſſors, I might call it Petechiano- 
ſos, thut is, a diſeaſe characteriſed by Petechiae. 
But, whether this appellation be proper or not, 
it will little affect our idea of its nature. 

In this caſe, I own, from all circumſtances ta- 
ken together, I ſhould be apt to ſuſpect a parti- 
cular morbid ſtate of the fluids z and that too, 


without any diſcaſe of the other parts of the ſy- 


ſtem, either as fimple, or as living ſolids. At 


roms 
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toms may moſt readily. be explained. That the 
ſolids are not affected, appears evident from the 
natural ſtate of every function. That the fluids 
are in ſuch a ſtate as to make their way through 
paſſages not natural to them, appears both from 
haemorrhageand extravaſation ; for, on this cauſe, 
we muſt conſider both the petechiae and livid 
blotches to depend. The former, indeed, in fe- 
vers of a putrid nature, are ſometimes reckoned 
rather critical than ſymptomatical: But, in all 
probability, without any good reaſon. The lat- 


ter manifeſt the ſame appearance as occurs in 


extravaſation from other cauſes. There can be 
no heſitation, therefore, in referring it to this 
ſource; and I would conclude, that the texture of 
the blood, probably of red globules, is in ſome 
meaſure deſtroyed, In this reſpect, then, we may 
preſume, that the preſent diſeaſe has no inconſi- 
derable analogy to ſcurvy, in which there is e- 
very evidence of a ſimilar deſtruction of texture. 
Still, however, the caſe may be materially diffe- 
rent, The experiments of Mr Hewſon, made on 
blood taken from theliving body, throw new light 
on this ſubject. He has ſhown, that the figure of 
the globular particles is connected with a certain 

ſtate of the fluids, in which they ſwim. His ex- 

85 periments 
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periments demonſtrate that, by the increaſe of fa- 
line impregnations, they are ſhrivelled and broken 
inwards, and that, by the increaſe of the watery 
part, they are diſtended and broken outwards, 
And, on all hands, it is allowed, that, by putrefac- 


tion, the texture is deſtroyed, without any change 
of the menſtruum. 


. That theſe cauſes will all, to ſome 8 ope- 


rate in the living | body, is not to be doubted, 


And, perhaps, more frequently they operate in 
combination than ſeparately. There is, however, 
a preſumption, from the circumſtances inducing 
ſea ſcurvy, that the firſt more particularly ope- 
rates in that affection; and the laſt is, perhaps, 
a cauſe of diſſolution ind uced with putreſcent ten- 
dency. 

To which of theſe cauſes the diſlolution of 
the red particles, here occurring, is to be re- 
ferred, I am ſomewhat doubtful. And, on this 
ſubject, little ground of conjecture is afforded by 
the alledged remote cauſe, the eating a quanti- 


ty of beans. How far, however, theſe, from 


their quantity merely, may have induced the 


| ſucceeding fever, and the fever given riſe to 


this ſtate, may, at leaſt, reaſonably be made. 
a queſtion, From this view, I am rather diſpoſed 
to 
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to refer it to that cauſe than any other; and the 
treatment was condluctet! antotditjly; al ant 
Or ide prognoſis here, vbſttvatiotis art now pre- 
cluded, from tlie dlteate having rermimsted favouts 
ably; it may haturally, however, oeh a queſtion, 
how far it dught to be ebnfiderd as à dangerous 
affection? A probable judginent Hexe is to be forms 
ed only from two foùrces: From former facts; or, 
where theſe are wanting, from knowletye of the 
nature of the diſeaſe, I have already obſerved, 
that this is the firſt inſtance of the Kind T have 
met with, and can, therefore, draw no concluſion 
from any expeflence bt my own, for, indeed, 
much from that of others. The caſe deſcribed 
by Dr Graaf had a fimilat favourable terming- 
tion, and that too in no long ſpace of time. 
_ Befides this, towards the end of his treatile, 
he has collected ſeveral inſtatices; ſomewhat ana- 
logous, from different lourets, puttieulatly from 
che Acta Academiae Naturae curioſbrum. 
in theſe likewiſe che difeaſe had a favourable 
termination, Upon the whole, therefore, there 
is, perhaps, leſs ground to be alartned than would 
naturally be inferred from the idea we have given 
of it. For, it muſt be acknowledged, chat, from this 
view, we ſhould cbnclude it to be of a bad ten- 


deney; and how far it might not be ſevere when 
left 
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Jeſt to its on courſg, iss atleaſt, a matter of 


dnubt, Should any future inſtance occur to 
me, | would. reckon it improper to view it as of 
little aecoumt 1 and, till | be. correGed by future 
experience, I would again be diſpoſed. to follow 
the ſame plan of qure; which, although it be not 
preciſely. the fame, is, at leaſt, nearly ſimilat to 
that which ſuccecde with Dr Graaf, 

Suppoſing the ſymptams to ariſe from 2 deſtruc 
tion of the globules, in conſequence of a putreſ- 
cent tendency, 1 imagined that this ought to be 
combated by antiſcptics, and as ſuch j; employed 
here the Peruvian, bark and elixir of vitrial, As 
the ſymptoms were not urgent, I wiſhed rather 
to throw in the Peruvian bark. gradually, than in 
ſuch quantitics as to endanger, any uncaſineſs at 
the ſtomach. | + 

In this way, conjoined with the vitriol acid, it 
was continued for near the ſpace of a fortnight ; 
and, at the end of that period, the appearance on 
the ſurface, which had undergone different chan- 
ges, but with a gradual tendency ta decreaſe, 
Was almoſt entirely gone. | 
As ſhe camplained of ſome diſorder i in the a- 

limentary canal, which I conjectured might be 
the effect of the medicines, I directed their be- 


ing 
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ing diſcontinued ; and, at the ſame time, or- 
dered purgatives, to diſcharge the contents of the 
bowels. By theſe means the ſwelling in the ſto- 
mach was removed; but, probably, they gave 
occaſion to the. diſcharge of the' worms obſerved 
after the firſt purgative. Although I conclude 
this to be accidental, yet, I was led to ſuſpect, 
that there might be more worms, and I thought it 
at leaſt proper to make ſome trials with this view. 
From more active anthelmintics, I was here, in 
ſome meaſure, precluded by the idea of the for- 
mer diſeaſe. It was this circumſtance that de- 
termined me to truſt to the tens of KNOW 
flowers. bf © | , | 


But, after continuing it for ſome days, al 1 


ter repeating the purgative, as there was no ap- 
pearance of more worms, and the patient was, 
in every other reſpect, in health, I reckoned it un- 
neceſſary that ſne ſnould continue her attendance 
here. At the fame time, I ſhould not be ſurpri- 
ſed if ſhe has yet ſome uneaſineſs from worms; 
and, in that caſe, if ſhe comes again under our 
care, I may, with greater freedom, have recourſe 
fo more powerful medicines, 
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Ts ps Patent was not afterwards alteQed with 
any ſymptoms which could be ſuppoſed t to pro- 
cee fron rom worms, nor, were any more worms 
obſerved to be diſcharged by ſtool. She conti- 
nued allo pertedlly free from any 1 return of the 
petechial alfeQion, or rot. the other ſymptoms with 
which it had been attended. Bl 
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Obſervations on the 2 7 * a cancerous Aﬀetion 
F the: Breaſt, treated by * 


— D=— a woman aged ty two, 
admitted December 25th 1776, has, in 
the left mamma, an indurated tumour of conſide- 


rable ſize, ſliding readily upon the pectoral muſs | 


cle. From this tumour pains frequently ariſe, 
ſhooting towards the axillary. glands, which are 
alſo ſomewhat ſwelled. In other reſpects ſhe is 
free from complaints, and has not menſtruated | 


for theſe ſeven years paſt. | 


This 338 About 
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About twenty years ago, foon after being de- 
hvered of a child, a {mall tumour was firſt per- 
ceived upon the breaſt affected. This, in a 
mort time, ſuppurated, and continued! to diſcharge 
for about ſix weeks. It then healed, after the 
Joſs of ſome parts, particularly the. nipple. Eight 
years after this, being induced to ſcratch the 
ſame breaſt very much, from an uneaſy tickling 
| ſenſation which the felt there, a freſh ſore was 
formed. This, from her account, continued to 
diſcharge purulent matter, of a thick conſiſtence, 
till about fix weeks: ago. But the application, of 
the uſual dreſſings being then neglected, the diſ- 

charge ceaſed, and the fore cicatrized. A fort- 
night after this, ſhe ſays, ſhe -firſt perceived the 


preſent tumour, and ſoon after the Iwelling of the 
axillary gland. | . TD 

Plinatur oleum. camphoratum Parti dolenti 1 nen- 
- mae, omni nocte hora ſomni. Accipiat etiam bis i in 
ſeptimana ictus electricos tres ad gradum lertium, 
ita ut uidum electricum ef tumoren marhmaz cur. 


fam teneat. 


January 14. She has continued the cleftricity 
and friction ſince laſt report. She now thinks 
that the pain of her breaſt is ſomewhat di miniſh- 
ed, and the ſwelling leſſened. But the baſe of 

the tumour ſeems to be rather extended. 


Repetatur 
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Repetatur electricitas ter in ſeptimana et accipi - 
at, fingults vicibus, ictus electricos decem ad gra- 
Aum tertium. Gontinuetur oleum camphoratum ur 
antea. we | | 
January 25. She thinks that the ſwelling of | 
ber breaſt continues to diminiſh, from the uſe 
of the electricity. Continuetur electricitas ter in 
ſeptimana, et accipiat ictus quindecim ad gradum 
quartum, : 
February t. She has had much pain in her 
breaſt ſince it was laſt electrified, and there is a 
Night excoriation near the nipple, which diſchar- 
ges a ſmall quantity of matter. | 
Imponatur indies parti affeftae, linimenti cerei 
pauxillum, et continuetur electricitas, ſed accipiat, 
ſingulis vicibus, ictus decem ſolummoda. 
January 8. There is now a conſiderable ul- 
ceration on her breaſt, from which there is a co- 
pious diſcharge of matter. The ſwelling conti- 
nues to be much diminiſhed, but ſhe thinks that 


1 

, the electricity increaſes her pain. Intermittatur 
electricitas, continuetur linimentum ceraeum, et ca- 

4 iat weſpere et mane pulveris foltorum cicutae gra- 


S na trig. 


| Obſer- 
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Obſervations delivered February 22. 


In this caſe there are few ſymptoms, and the af- 
ſection is evidently ſimple; yet its nature is not 
altogether without difficulty. The diſeaſe at 
preſent is principally, if not entirely, ſituated in 
the left mamma. And here the affeQion is e- 
qually evident, both to ſight and touch. A mani- 


feſt indurated tumour can be diſtinctly felt; and, 


although its ſurface is ſometimes ulcerated, and 
ſometimes not, yet the ſkin never recoyers its na- 
tural appearance. 

Here we have not, indeed, every ſymptom 
uſually attending cancer. Yet there is ſtrong 
probability, that the affection is rather of this 
kind, than that it is now to be reckoned ſchirrus, 
particularly from its, diſpoſition. to an ulcerated 
condition. This ſuppoſition is ſtill further cor- 
roborated by ſhooting pains with which the pa- 
tient is frequenti afft ted; but ſtill more, by tu- 
mor under the axilla. For this laſt circumſtance 
may be conſidered as a demonſtration of abſorp- 
tion from the breaſt, and that, too, of matter 
which, in other glands, would produce a ſimilar 


affection t to that wore occurs in the mamma. 
With 


th 
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With this ſentiment, I cannot eaſily, in the 
preſent caſe, pronounce a tavourable prognoſis, 


All authors are agreed in reckoning cancer a- 
mong the moſt dangerous affections. It is par- 


ticularly one of thoſe complaints where there is 


no ground to hope for a natural termination in 
recovery. And if a cure is to be effected, it 
muſt, in a great meaſure, if not entirely, be the 
work of art. Yet, perhaps, even with the beſt 
aſſiſtance, recovery is, in no caſe, to be depended 
upon. Nor, on the other hand, can any one be 
conſidered as ſo deſperate, as to preclude all tri- 
als. And, it is merely with this view, that we 
have taken the preſent patient under care. | 

In ſuch caſes as the preſent, a cure is to be 
expected only on one of two principles; either 
by removing the diſeaſed parts, or by reſtoring 
them to a ſound ſtate, Where a complete remo- 
val can be effected, I have no doubt in conſider- 
ing it as a proper method. I am, for wy own 
part, convinced, that it affords not only the molt 
expeditious, but alſo the moſt certain cure. Aud 
I am perſuaded, that many: have tallen victims to 
cancer from its having been neglected. 

Some, indeed, and thoſe, too, men of na 


conſiderable note, are enemies to opcratioo 
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every caſe of cancer. And, were we acquainted 
with any effectual medicine for-reſtoring the dif. 
eaſed parts to a ſound ſtate, I would have no he- 
ſitation in agreeing with them. | 
It is obſerved, and, indeed, with juſtice, aint 
many, on whom the operation is performed with 
apparent ſucceſs, afterwards die of cancer, and 
that, too, in very great agony. But, to aſcribe 
either the return of cancer or pain to the opera- 
tion, is a very erroneous mode of reaſoning. The 
allowing cancer to remain at one place, is no de- 
fence againſt its affecting another; on the con- 
trary, from this circumſtance, there is a greater 
probability of its happening. Hence there is no 
evil, with juſtice, to be aſcribed to removing the 
affected part, And, when we find a patient again 
affected with cancer, from whom one was for- 
merly extirpated, it only argues, that, by local o- 
peration, virus cannot be expelled from the ſy- 
ſtem. The exiſtence of cancerous virus in other 
parts, in all probability, is very generally the ef- 
fe& of the operation's being delayed; and if 
there are ſome caſes where the patient has had a 
return of cancer, there are others where this on 
not happened. 


In 
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In ſome cafes, then, it may be conſidered as 


the means of a complete cure. In others, and 
theſe even the worſt, where the ſituation is ſuch 


as to admit of it, operation may, at leaſt, be the 
means of removing urgent ſymptoms, and pro- 
tract the life of the patient for many years. 


From all theſe confiderations, then, I muſt 
own that I am an advocate for operation in this 
complaint. And, after the caſes lately publiſhed 
in ſupport of this practice by Mr Hill of Dum- 
fries, very few, I apprehend, who have ferioufly 


conſidered them, will doubt the propriety of it. 


As he obſerves of himſelf, were it my fate to be 
affected with cancer, I would not delay operation 
a ſingle hour, in hopes of cure by other means. 

On theſe principles, therefore, I had no heſi- 
tation in recommending it to this patient to think 
of operation, and to conſult ſurgeons with te- 
ſpe& to it; but I found her totally averſe to all 
thoughts of it. And J muſt here obſerve, that 
it is an operation attended with ſo much danger, 
that 1 ſhould reckon it improper to go any fur- 
ther than merely to recommend it. 

As the preſent patient, while ſhe was reſolved 
againſt operation, was deſirous of employing any 
other nde of cure, I determined at leaſt to give 


trial 
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trial to ſuch, and to attempt what could be done 
in the view. of reſtoring the diſeaſed part to a 
ſound ſtate. This, I apprehend, is to be effected 
by reſtoring free circulation through the part, 
and natural action of the veſſels. For I ſuppoſe 
what has been generally called cancerous virus, 
as well as all the other ſymptoms, to depend on 
| obſtruction of ſome of the veſſels, and vitiated 
action of others. 

I conſidered this as no eee opportu- 
nity for trying how far theſe ends could be ob- 
tained by means of electricity. Electricity, with 
the view of diſcuſſing ſuch tumours, has been re- 
commended by Dr Eaſon, a ſurgeon in the army. 
He was led to propoſe it from an accidental re- 


tient 


covery happening to a lady in Ireland labouring r 

under ſuch a complaint, in SORES of a ſtroke al 
5 from lightning. ug / fl 
| This hiſtory, as related by Hy you will find oi 
if in a late number of the Medical Commentaries. re 
ls It was, therefore, with the preſent patient, my in- ha 
jo | | tention to perſiſt in the uſe. of this remedy for a uſt 
W conſiderable time, and to carry it to as great a thi 
i | height as ſhe could eaſily bear. got 
1 1 At firſt, altho* uſed only to a flight 3 it var 
j | ſeemed to e ſome advantage; and the pa- tim 
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tient herſelf was inclined' to imagine that it both 
mitigated the pain, and diminiſhed the rumour, 
With a view, therefore, of augmenting theſe ad- 
vantages, I ordered. both the number and ſeveri- 
ty of the ſtrokes to be increaſed. Now, howe- 
ver, I am ſomewhat doubtful how far this direc- 
tion was proper. For, after this change, the 
pains returned with increaſed ſeverity, and the 
tumour was again converted into an ulcerated 
ſtate. I de not, however, think it clear, that 
theſe alterations were the effects of electricity; 
yet, where there was ground for ſuſpecting this, 
I durſt not order the continuance of it. On this 
account, I have, at leaſt, for the preſent, diſcon- 
tinued the trial,. but with the intention of again 
returning to the uſe of it, if circumſtances will 
allow. For I cannot help thinking, that its in- 
fluence in the preſent caſe has been ſuch as to 


give hopes that it may be a powerful remedy in 


renewing. circulation through diſeaſed parts, I 


have, in the mean time, put this patient on the 


uſe. of the cicuta; from which, I cannot help 
thinking, that, in ſome caſes, I have ſeen very 
good effects. If there be any appearance of ad- 
vantage, I ſhall wiſh. to perſiſt with it for ſome 
time; and, aſter proper trial, the farther treatment 

1 1h will 
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will de regulated by circumſtances, I muſt, how- 


ever, conclude, as I have already ſaid; that nei- 


ther from this, nor from any other mode of cure, 
I have any high pendant. | | 
Sequel, | eee e 

The cicuta was and with this patient for 
ſome time, without any obvious good effect. She 
was averſe to the repetition of the electricity, and 
gave up attendance at the Diſpenſary, to try the 
effects of gentle dreſſings, without any other me- 
| dicine. | 


CASE xl. 


Obſervations on a | Caſe of Haemorrhois. 5 
— W-— a man in the forty ſeventh 
year of his age, by trade a gardener, of a 
robuſt habit and florid complexion,” admitted 
January 21. 1777, complains of being conſtant- 
ly affected with much pain about the anus, which 
is increaſed by walking and when he is at ſtool. 
After each ſtool he generally paſſes ſome blood, 
which is commonly 1 in a pure and fluid ſtate. 
Small 


ſin 
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Small tubercles, lightly inflamed, are to be ſeen 
externally at the anus, from which he ſuppoſcs 
the pain and diſcharge to proceed. Pulſe, heat, 
appetite natural, belly regular. 

About eighteen. months ago, he was affected 
with an itching over his whole ſkin, and with pain 


in his head, which was attended with flight gid- 


dineſs. "Theſe: complaints continued tor ſome 
weeks, and left him upon the appearance of the 
preſent affection, for which he knows no other 
cauſe, He has uſed but few medicines, and theſe 
bave had little effect. 2. | 


R Forum ſulphuris. 
Pulveris cremoris Tartari, ſingulorum uncias 
duas, Syrup: ſimplicis quantum jufficit. M. 
fiat electuarium. Capiat drachmam unam ter 
cujus die. 


February 1. The medicine has been taken as 
directed, and has had the effect of keeping his 
belly gently open. He has ſtill ſome pain about 
the anus, but it is conſiderably diminiſhed; and 
there has been very little diſcharge of blood 
ſince he began the uſe of his medicine. 


 Continuetur electuarium ut antea. 
5 February 
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February 8. He is now free from all his for- 
mer complaints, except a flight degree of ſore- 
neſs externally. Let him be diſmiſſed. 


Obſervations delivered February 15. 


The cafe of this patient affords ſubje& but-for 
few remarks. His diſeaſe is neither in its nature 
ſingular, nor is there any room for doubt reſpec- 
ting it, while, at the ſame time, there does not 
here occur any complication of affections, That 
this patient is affected with haemorrhois, can ad- 
mit of no doubt; but this is a diſeaſe, with re- 
gard to which, the moſt eminent practitioners 
ſtill differ in their ſentiments. It may, indeed, 


be thought that the preſent caſe has not every 


characteriſtic of the affection, as defined by fome 

noſologiſts. This patient, when he came under 
our care, had no complaint of head- ach, vertigo, 
or pain about his loins. Theſe, however, accor- 
ding to Dr Cullen, are characteriſtics of this af- 
fection. And he even puts them in ſuch a man- 


ner, that: we ought to conclude they ſhould con- 
ſtantly be preſent. But few noſologiſts, howe- 


ver, reckon ſo many. ſymptoms eſſential; and 


the preſent caſe, at leaſt, correſponds very ex- 
: : actly 
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actly to the definition of Mr Sauvages. His words 
are, Fluxus cruentus ex podice vel recto, mariſcis 
« ruptis obſito. 
Beſides bloody diſcharge and tubercles, pain 
is alſo by ſome conſidered as a characteriſtic 
of the affection. And, it may even be remarked, 
that neither the one nor the other of the ſymp- 
toms mentioned by Sauvages, are to be conſider- 
ed as eſſential. Often, indeed, as in the preſent 
inſtance, both are conjoined ; but, in ſome caſes, 
there is no tumour, and in others, there is no dif- 
charge, This has led to the diſtinction of the at- 
fection into haemorrhois caeca, aperta, interna, 
externa, and the like. Theſe varieties, however, do 
not depend on any eſſential difference in the nature 
of the diſeaſe, but merely on ſituation and condi- 
tion. In the preſent caſe, we can have no doubt 
in pronouncing, that the diſeaſe was of the exter- 
nal kind, and, at the ſame time, entitled to the 
appellation of the haemorrhois aperta. It is in 
general agreed, that this complaint ariſes from an 
affection of the haemorrhoidal veſſels, It has, 
however, been diſputed whether the haemorrhage 
proceeds from arteries or veins, and whether the 
tumour ba the effect of effuſion into the cellular 
membrane, or of the enlargement of the veins. 
It 
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It is the moſt common opinion, that both haemor- 
. Thage and tumour depend on the veins. And this 
opinion, I am inclined to think, is moſt generally 
true. It is corroborated both by the difſeQions 
of Morgagni, and by attending to. thoſe habits 
uſually ſubje& to haemorrhois. Morgagni, from 
diſſection, contends, Haemorrhoides nihil eſſe ali- 

ud quam varices venarum ani. Beſides this, the 
diſeaſe generally affects thoſe labouring under ve- 
nous plethora, or, at leaſt, ſuch as have arrived 
at that period of life when this condition is moſt 
frequent. It is not, however, to be denied, that 
many circumſtances ſeem to favour the opinion 
of effuſion. It is to be obſerved, that there is 
frequently no inconſiderable pain, a circumſtance 


not ariſing from diſtenſion of veins. Beſides, 


there are alſo diſſections in favour of the opinion 
of effuſion, which have demonſtrated a lodgement 
of blood in a receptacle, formed of condenſed 
cellular membrane. And, it may be added, that 
the diſcharge is ſometimes very great, and is evi- 
dently preceded by increafed impetus and ten- 
dency to haemorrhage over the whole ſyſtem. 
When all theſe circumſtances concur, there is 
ſtrong preſumption that the diſeaſe ariſes from 
arteries. And this opinion is even favoured by 

ſome 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 119 


ſome diſſections related by Morgagni himſelf, 


In one caſe, he obſerves, Exiremum inteſtinum 
« jntus varicoſis venarum nodis inaequale. Ma- 
6 jorem ex his attente inſpiciens mĩratus ſum, cum 
« iplo qui non modico alioquin diſtendebatur ſan- 
© guinis, grumo, non niſi tenuiſſima ſanguifera vaſ- 
cula communicate, ut evidens eſſet aliquam 
« perexilem venam in cam fuiſſe amplitudinem 
« dilatatam.” To me it ſeems more probable, that 
the appearance which here aſtoniſhed Morgagni, 
was rather the effect of effuſion than of the ex- 
traordinary dilatation which he ſuſpected. 

It would ſeem, then, that, in this affection, 
caſes may differ eſſentially in their nature. And 
ſuch a diſtinction is often of conſcquence in the 
cure. It naturally occurs here as a queſtion, to 
which of the kinds the preſent caſe is to be refer- 
red? I know no circumſtance in the inſtance be- 
fore us, from which I can form a certain judg- 
ment; yet I muſt own I am diſpoſed to conſider 
it as a venous affection. The diſcharge of blood 
is only to a ſlight degree, and ſcems to happen, 
principally, if not entirely, from preſſure, as on 
a diſcharge of foeces by ſtool, It is not attended 
with any marks of increaſed impetus, nor accom- 
panied with any conſiderable degree of pain. All 

| theſe 


theſe are objeQions againſt the ſuppoſition of the 
haemorrhage being from the artcries, while the 
idea of its being venous is confirmed by the pe- 
riod of life at which the patient has arrived. 

Thus, then, I have ſtated my ſentiments reſpec- 
ting the nature of the diſcaſe with which this pa- 
tient is affected. After the termination Which it 
has already had, I need add nothing of the prog- 
noſis. The diſeaſe, indeed, previous to his ad- 
miſſion, was of ſome duration; yet no circum- 


ſtance indicated what could be reckoned any 


great degree of violence, There was, therefore, 


good reaſon for entertaining hopes of a favour- 


able termination, which accordingly ſoon took 


place. I would not, however, from this, be un- 
_  derſtood to mean, that this patient is radically 


cured. It is well known, that thoſe who have once 
been ſubjeQcd to this complaint, are very liable to 
a recurrence of the affection. / nd, it is not impro- 
bable that this may happen with the preſent patient. 
Yet, when he was diſmiſſed, he was free from 


pain, ſwelling, and bloody diſcharge ; z and, with- 
out ſome exciting cauſe, may continue ſo. 


In the treatment of this caſe, I found it neceſ- 
* to do very little. And, I may here obſerve, 
that hacmorrhois is one of thoſe affections reſpec- 
wg 
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ting the propriety of curing which there is of- 


ten very great doubt. In many caſes, particu- 
larly where it is habitual, it is to be conſidered as 
a ſalutary diſcharge. And, in moſt inſtances, 


there is ſome danger from 'a ſudden check, e- 
ven where the diſcharge is inconſiderable. 
This is particularly the caſe when, as was ob- 


ſerved with the preſent patient, thoſe ſubjected 
to it have that florid complexion which gives 
evidence of a plethora. The cure, therefore, 
is to be regulated by the appearance of the diſ- 
eaſe; and, where there isno thing very urgent, it is, 
perhaps, the beft plan to do but little, eſpecially 
when there is no reaſon to apprehend, that, by 
neglect, there is any danger of its becoming 

babitual, | = | 
There are, indeed, caſes of this affection calling 
for the moſt powerful remedies. Theſe are ſome- 
times neceſſary with a view of obviating violent 
inflammation, and ſometimes for reſtraining exceſ- 
five diſcharge of blood; as by evacuations in 
this way, the patient may be cut off, either by 
inanition or ſome ſupervening diſeaſe. In the 
former caſe, the impetus at the rectum is to be di- 
miniſhed by general and topical bleeding, by anti- 
phlogiſtic purgatives, and by emollient applica» . 
tions, In the latter, we muſt attempt to induce 
Q conſtriction 
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conſtriction of veſſels by different aſtringents, whe- 
ther cxternally.or internally applied. 15 
In the inſtance, bowever, which we have here 
had occaſion to treat, I ſaw no neceſſity for either. 
Although I ſuſpected that the haemorrhage was 
froin the yeins, and conſidered it as being of the 
paſſive kind, yet its extent was by no means ſo 
| great as to require ſuch a doubtful medicine as 
aſtringents. Although there was ſome evidence 
of a plethoric diſpoſition, yet neither was there 
any general affection of the habit, nor any local 
inflammation requiring a diminution of impetus. 
From theſe conſiderations, therefore, I reckoned 
it ſufficient to obviate the principal exciting cauſe 
of rhe haemorrhage. This 1 took to be the ſtate 
of diſcharge by belly. I put the patient, there- 
fore, on the uſe of a gentle refrigerant purgative. 
From this J hoped that 1 ſhould not only remove 
compreflion, but produce a gentle depletion of 
the iyitcem, 'Ihis, together with the daily labour 
in which he muſt be engaged, and if not the low, 
at leaſt, the moderate diet, which is probably the 
utmoſt his circumſtances can afford, I hoped 
would be ſuſſicient for the removal of the pletho- 


ra. In this, it would appear, my expectations 
were not diſappointed; and, from the time that 
| 8 he 
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he began the electuary, which gently looſened his | 
belly, he had no more of the bloody diſcharge: 
Beſides, during the continuance of it, the pain and 


| external ſwelling gradually diminiſhed, in ſo much, 


that, at laſt report, I conſidered him as fo far well 
as to judge farther attendance here unneceſſ sry. 
He might, indeed, have been continued for a weck 
or two longer on the liſt, and we ſhould then 
have been better able to judge how far the cure 
was completed. But, for this purpoſe, it would 
have been requifire, at leaſt for the ſake of form, 
to have perſiſted in the uſe of ſome medicines, 
While, however, I conſidered nothing as better 


ſuited to the nature of his complaint than the e- 


lectuary on which J had put him, | was unwilling 
even to continue it any longer. For, from ren- 
dering purgatives habitual, the inconveniencies 
produced are by no means ſmall. I conſidered 
it, therefore, as the preferable method, to recom- 
mend it to him to return here upon the recur- 
rence of his complaint. And, if he does not, we 
may preſume that the benefit which he has re- 


ceived is of a permanent nature, 


Sequel, 
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Sequel. 
This patient did not afterwards apply for aid 


at the Diſpenſary; and, after ſeveral months had 


elapſed, he continued perfectly free from any re- 
turn of his former complaint. 
CAS E. XI. 


Obſervations on a Caſe 9 Menorrhagia treated by 
the Peruvian bark. - | 


—— admitted December 2d 1776, 
A widow, of a fair complexion and delicate 
habit, complains of great debility and frequent 
nauſea, eſpecially in the morning. She is affec- 
ted alſo with flatulency and an uneaſy ſenſation 
at her ſtomach, which is generally aggravated by 
taking food. : 
Her menſes, for the moſt. part, return every 
three weeks, and continue to flow for eight or 
nine days in immoderate quantity. Should their 
return be protracted till the interval of a month, 
which is ſometimes the caſe, all her complaints 


increaſe in violence, and ſhe is affected with fly- 


A and LS AA 
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ing pains over her whole body. They, howe- 
ver, for the moſt part, leave her when the cata- 
menia again appear. 

Her pulſe beats 100 ſtrokes in the minute. 
Her belly is regular, tongue clean, and reſpira- 
tion eaſy. But her appetite is much impaired, 


and ſhe complains of great thirſt, 


The immoderate flux of menſes came on: about. 
three years ago, immediately after weaning a 
child which ſhe had ſuckled for fifteen months. 
For this affection ſhe can aſſign no cauſe. But 
to it ſhe attributes all her other complaints, moſt 
of which began about two years ago. 

She has uſed a great variety of medicines, and, 


among others, the Peruvian bark, from which ſhe 


thinks that ſhe has derived the greateſt relief. 


Capiat pulveris corticis Peruviani ſedrachmam 

quarta quaque hora. 

December 14. There has been no bloody dif. 
charge from the vagina for two weeks paſt. 
But her other ſymptoms continue much as be- 
fore. Continuetur cortex Peruvianus, ut antea. 

December 21. She continued tolerably eaſy 
for ſome days after the laſt report; but her men- 
ſes appeared again about two days ago, and the 
Tg is ſtill very great, It was, however, 

Nx preceded 
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preceded by rather leſs pain than uſfual. Pulſe 
eighty ; appetite ſomewhat mended; belly rathet 
bound. Continuetur cortex Poruvianus, ut antea, 
et capiat elixiris vitrioli acid; — _ ex 
aquae cyantho omni autos; 5/2207 + 

December 28. After ſhe had taken the elixir 
for two nights, her menſes ſtopped. Since that 
ſhe has been much affected with ſwelling in her 
ſtomach and in the under part of her belly. And 
the alſo complains much of flying pams through 
different parts of her body. Pulſe eighty ; belly 
regular. Intermittatur elixir vitrioli. Continue- 
tur cortex Peruvianus, ut antea. 


January 4. The pains of which ſhe eee 


are much eaſier. And the ſwelling was greatly 
diminiſhed ſoon after laſt report. It continued 
ſo. till two days ago; but fince that there has been 
ſome return of it. Pulſe 100. Belly natural. 
Continuetur Cortex Perupianus. 

January 14. She was tolerably eaſy till within 
theſe three days. But the menſtrual diſcharge 
then appeared, and the evacuation has taken 
place to. the ſame extent as uſual. The diſcharge 
{till continues; and ſince it began the pains 
through her body have been much aggravated ; 
but without any lwelling of the abdomen. Sbe 

13 
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is again affected with thirſt, and her appetite is 


ſomewhat more impaired than before, Pulſe 


96. Heat moderate. Continuetur cortex Peru» 
vianus, ſed capiat drachmam unam tertia quaque 
hora, £2 | 


Obſervations delivered January 18. 


To the diſeaſe of this patient, there is little dif- 
ficulty in affixing a name. She is indeed afflic- 
ted with various complaints, which are attendants 
of ſeveral genera of diſeaſe, As examples, we 
may mention the ſymptoms of debility,. nauſea, 
flatulence, and the like. There can be no doubt, 
however, that all of them, in the preſent caſe, 
proceed from the ſame origin. They are here 
the effects of a debilitated ſyſtem from exceſſive 
haemorrhage ; for, with this patient, the menſes 
return at ſhorter periods than uſual. When this 
diſcharge does return, it is continued for an un- 
uſual length of time, and, during that period, the 
diſcharge is Exceſſive, There can be little doubt, 
then, in pronouncing this caſe to be an immode- 
rate flow of the menſes, or, in the language of 
the noſologiſts, a caſe of menorrhagia. Beſides 
the complaints already mentioned „this patient is 


frequently 
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frequently affected with tranſitory pains. Theſe, 
from the hiſtory, are evidently connected with 
the diſtemper which we have mentioned; for 
they chiefly occur previous to the menſtrual evacu- 
ation, and are only remarkable when the diſcharge 
does not take place at the uſual time. Pains 
of this nature, however, frequently attend me- 
norrhagia, inſomuch that, by ſome, they are in- 
troduced amongſt the diagnoſtic ſymptoms. But, 
without conſidering them as eſſential, they are 
at leaſt common, and, in place of giving doubt, 
corroborate our opinion. As to the name of 
this affection, therefore, there is little ambiguity, 
But, in order to give either a probable prog- 
noſis, or to lay down a reaſonable plan of cure, 
we muſt go farther. Theſe are only to be deri- 
ved from the peculiar nature of the caſe before 
us. For, under the genus of the menorrhagiae, 
very different affeQtions are included. And, a- 
bove all, it is particularly neceſſary to determine 
whether the haemorrhage be of the active or 
paſſive kind. In the latter caſe, endeavours to 
reſtrain it are, in a great meaſure, neceſſary. In 
the former caſe, they would often be attended with 
the worſt conſequences; for there the haemorrhage 
is to be conſidered as a natural cure. In the na- 

ture 
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ture of uterine haemorrhage, however, there is 


ſomething peculiar; and we cannot disjoin the 


| confideration from that' of menſtruation. Of 


the theory of menſtruation, I have, in other lec- 


tures, had occafion to treat. While every phyſi- 


cian would explain che diſeaſed ſtates to which it 
is ſubjected, on his own doctrines, I muſt beg 
leave to proceed on the rene of the trath 
of hat I have delivered. | 
In this view, I muſt confider all increaſed FR 
charge as proceeding from one of three cauſes : 
From an uncommon determination of blood o 
the uterus. SLOT 
From an'increaſed aftion of that e, or of 


| its veſſels. 


Or, laſtly, from want 11 Joe reſiſtance to the. 
impetus of the blood at the uterus. | 
It is our buſineſs to inquire, — to which of 

theſe cauſes the diſcharge here is to be referred, 
or how far different principles may be concerned. 
The firſt may be conſidered as giving haemor- 
rhage more purely of the active kind. The laſt 
more particularly paſſive ; while that which pro- 
ceeds from the other may be conſidered as of an 
intermediate nature, The opinion which we a- 
dopt on this ſubject muſt very much influence 
5 «ip bf EE our 
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gur practice; and hence. it js. material to giſig- 
gh to, which, it is cg be gefertęddle 

This is tg he done, pn, qpe, of two grounds; 
either from the. cauſes, inducing the complaint, 
or from the concomitant, circumſtances, In the 
preſent inſſancę, from the cf, of theſe, we can 
derive no light; for it did not manifeſtly ariſę from 


any particular cauſe. We are merely told, that 


it ſucceeded the giving ſuck o à child, during 
which. period, the menſes, for the molt part, are 
wanting, as then, probably; from an anaſtomaſis 
of veſſels, there is a real obſtin ion of blood from 
the uterus itſelf. This never could be ſuppoſed 
to have à tendency, in inducing an inereaſed diſ- 
charge, If, therefore, 1 am allowed to conjec- 
ture, I would be inclined ta. go farther back, and 
would ſeek for. the cauſe of it during the ſtate of 


pregnancy or delivery. It is well known, that, at 


theſe. periods, the conditign of the uterus, and 
its veſſels, are greatly affected. This, however, 
we. multi conſider as merely: conjecture, and: muſt 
endeayour to determine the.) queſtion which we 
have ſtated, on the laſt circumſtance, viz. conco- 
mitant appcarances. On this ground; then, 1 

propole to take a view. afl each in order. 
An uncammon determination to the uterus, 
the firſt general cauſe of: menorrhagia, ſome- 
times 
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Ames elles from particular local affeRions. Sucli; 
for kadmple, us eduſes retarding the ow of blood 


into the neighbouring veſſels; Hence the com- 


preſſion of theſe veſſels is an uſeful remedy ſot 


_ reſtoring! obſtructrd menſes. More frequently; 
dewever; it is the effect of general fulneſs; hence 


the menſtrual diſcharge is accelerated and ins 
ertafed by high and plentiful living. Of neither 
the one nor the other; however; of thefe circum- 
ſtances; is there any evidence in the prefent cafe! 
The circulation through the inferiot' extremitics 
is the ſame as uſual, and every mark of general 
plethora is abſent, There is no tendency to a 
drowſy, or lethargic ſtate 5 no general ſenſe of 


weight, or fullneſs; no tutgeſceney, or florid cont- 


plectior; no great haemorrhagical tendency. On 


the contrary, from paleneſs, delicaty, and debili- 


ty, there is rather rbom for fiſpeQing inanition. 
Hence, upon the whole, for the ſuppoſition of an 
uncommon nn to the en there 3 
very little foundation. 8 

The ſecond my cauſe of refit 
which we mentioned, was, an increaſed action of 
the uterus. A peculiar action of this viſrus I 
reckon neceſſary to account for the menſtrual 
diſcharge.” Such af action unqueſtionably takes 
place at a certain period of the pregnancy; and 
is then the cauſe of delivery, and of courſe, in ſome 


„ | . meaſure, 
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meaſure, of the lochial diſcharge. If, however, 
there be ſuch a natural action, that it may be ſub- 
ject to a morbid condition is not to be queſtioned; 
and that this may be attended with a preterna- 
tural ſtate of the diſcharge, both as to time and 
quality, can hardly be doubted... Such inosdinate 
action may be conſidered as an affection of the 
nervous kind. It may, therefore, be induced by 
all the variety of cauſes giving riſe to theſe; and, 
when preſent, will chiefly be indicated by pain 
and irrt gularity as to the period of diſcharge. It is 
well known, that temporary ſpaſms and contrac- 
tions, beginning in the uterus, axe often propa- 
gated to the neighbouring parts. Such is always 
the nature of labour-pains, unicls 1 in as far as they 
are the effects of diſtention. Such frequently 
prcccde delivery, with people of delicate habits, 
tor a conſiderable time. Such. axe often deſcri- 
bed as attendants upon. the mepſtrual diſcharge. 

Aud ſuch, from the deſcription. given, would ſcem 
to be the pains marked in the preſent caſe. I 

cannot help thinking, therefore, that there is a 

ſtrong preſumption as to the exiſtence of this 

caulc. And, when we farther add, the ſhort in- 

tervals between the menſtrual diſcharge, this pre- 

_ ſumption is much corroborated, eſpecially as, when 
| | | 1 
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it is. poſtponed to more than the ordinary intervals. 
the pains are particularly ſevere. I muſt con- 


clude, therefore, that here an inordinate action 
of the uterus takes place, and, probably, to a de 


gree ſufficient to account for all the ſymptoms. 


But the exiſtence of this cauſe does not pre- 
clude others. It remains, therefore, to conſider; 
how far the laſt cauſe may be concerned, that is, 
the want of due reſiſtance to the impetus of blood 
at the uterus. Of all the cauſes of Menorrhagia, 
this is, perhaps, the moſt common. It is induced 
by various accidents, either giving riſe to relaxa - 
tion of the ſyſtem in general, or of the uterus in 
particular. It is the product likewiſe of various 
morbid affe tions of the uterus, as cancer, ulce- 
ration, and the like. When there is, therefore, 
ſuch a multiplicity of cauſes, it is not ſurpriſing, 


that it ſhould frequently occur. And I do not 


doubt, that, to ſome degree, it may take 


place in the preſent caſe. Of this, there is even 


ſome preſumption, from the continuance of the. 
diſcharge, and from the quantity to which it oc- 
curs ; for, while the reſiſtance is conſiderable, in- 
ordinate action will never give any great diſcharge. 
But, on the other hand, there is no reaſon to pre- 
fume, that laxity is the ſole cauſe, otherwiſe many 

| | of 
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meaſure, of the lochial diſcharge. If, however, 
there be ſuch a natural action, that it may be ſub- 
ject to a morbid condition is not to be queſtioned ; 
and that this may be attended with a preterna- 
tural ſtate of the diſcharge, both as to time and 
quality, can hardly be doubted. Such inordinate 
action may be conſidered as an affection of the 
nervous kind. It may, therefore, be induced by 
all the variety of cauſes giving riſe to theſe; and, 
when preſent, will chiefly, be, indicated by pain 
and irregularity as to the period. of diſcharge. It is 
well known, that temporary ſpaſms and contrac- 
tions, beginning in the uterus, are often propa- 
gated to the neighbouring parts. Such is always 
the nature of labour - pains, unicls in as far as they 
are the effects of diſtention. Such frequently 
precede delivery, with people of delicate habits, 
tor a conſiderable time. Such axe often deſcri- 
bed as attendants upon the mepſtrual diſcharge. 
And ſuch, from the deſcription given, would ſcem 
to be the pains marked in the preſent. caſe, I 
cannot help thinking, therefore, that there is a 
ſtrong preſumption as to the exiſtence of this 
caulc. And, when we farther add, the ſhort in- 
tervals between the menſtrual diſcharge, this pre- 
ſumption is much corroborated, eſpecially as, when 


; 
t 
C 
C 
£ 


Pops ay 


w—_ ww A, © 


nn > :a 2 


my 


AND -O:BSERVATIONS. 133 


it is poſtponed to more than the ordinary intervals;. 
the-pains are particularly. ſevere. I muſt con- 
clude, therefore, that here an inordinate action 
of the uterus takes place, and, probably, to a de- 


gree ſufficient to account for all the ſymptoms. 


But the exiſtence of this cauſe does not pre- 
dude others. It remains, therefore, to conſider! 
how far the laſt cauſe may be concerned, that is, 
the want of due reſiſtance to the impetus of blood 
at the uterus. Of all the cauſes of Menorrhagia, 
this is, perhaps, the moſt common. It is induced 
by various accidents, either giving riſe to relaxa - 
tion of the ſyſtem in general, or of the uterus in 
particular. It is the product likewiſe of various 
morbid affe ions of the uterus, as cancer, ulce- 
ration, and the like. When there is, therefore, 
ſuch a multiplicity of cauſes, it is not ſurpriſing, 
that it ſhould frequently occur. And I do not 
doubt, that, to ſome degree, it may take 


place in the preſent caſe. Of this, there is even 


ſome preſumption, from the continuance of the. 
diſcharge, and from the quantity to which it oc- 
curs; for, while the reſiſtance is confiderable, in- 
ordinate action will never give any great diſcharge. 
But, on the other hand, there is no reaſon to pre- 
fume, that laxity is the ſole cauſe, otherwiſe many 

| | 5 
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of the preſent fymapronts would be wanting; and 
the patient would not from: theree be affected 


wiſe ſome prefumption that the laxity iv to no 
very confiderable degree j for che patient; as fir 
as we 6n learn; is not affected with the flubt al- 
bus. Henee; though the bldody evacitation' be 
of conſiderable 'eontintiatiee; it would appear, 
that, after the moſt powerful cauſes are tethoved, 
the reſiſtance to the paſſage of the fltids is ſuffi- 


cient to prevent any other diſcharge; And I con: 


ſider the eontinuanee of diſcharge in form of leu- 
corrhoea to be aſtronger fark of laxity than even 
a large e vacuation of bleed. Upon the whole, 
theny my idea of this complaint is; that it may, in 
ſome meaſure, depend upon ditimiſhed reſrſtanct 
to the blood at the uterus; but that it is prin- 
cipally the effect of inordinate! ations Thus I 
would conſider it to be in a great meafare an af 
fection ultimatehy depending on the nervous in- 
On this ſuppoſition; I muſt own Lam much 
at a loſs, with regard to the prognoſis, After all 
attempts to iſbuſtrate nervous affe Hons, praQi- 
tioners are till: much difficuted with regard to 
them, and, particularly, reſpecking their termina- 
tion, we are totally in the dark, They have no 
| fixed 
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fixed or determined courle. Perhaps, in gene- 


ral, they continue in proportion to their ſeverity ; 
jet, when they are ſee -mingly light, they will of- 
ten be very obſtingze, reſiſting all attempts to cure; 
and, where they are maſt terrible, they will often 
ſuddenly diſappear. I would not, therefore, be 
ſyrpriſed, if the recovery of the preſent patieny 
was very ſudden ; and, I will not be aſtogiſhed, 
if it continves ob(tinate, in ſpite of all that can he 
done to remove it. This laſt event I reckon, of 
the two, the moſt. probable. I his diſeaſe has al- 

ready remained for a conſiderable time, even for 


the ſpace of ſeveral years. During that period, 


there has been no tendency to mitigation; on the 
contraxy, rather an increaſe of ſymptoms, And 
debility, nauſea, and ſimilar complaints, are r- 
induced. as; ſequelac. of the original affection. It. 
is farther to be obſerved, that ſhe: has already 25 

mapy remedies, and, we: may reaſonably preſume, 
none of the leaſt powerful. When it has refill». 
ed thaſe, there. is; leſs to be expected from others. 
Nor, on the other hand, is there any great pro- 
ſpect of a natural cure. This might, indeed, be ex- 
pected at a time when the ſyſtem undergoes, any 
great revolution; ſuch as the period when the men- 
lesuſually leayc women. But, withour patient, this 


18 
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is probably very far diſtant ; 18 the i is but little 


paſt her twentieth year. There is another cir- 
cumſtance, from which : a natural cure might'be 


expected. As we have ſu ppoſed this morbid af. 


fection to be, in à great meaſure, induced by one 
pregnancy, it might be removed by another, 
Were the patient, in the preſent ſituation, to fall 
with child, it would probably give ſome tempo- 
rary cure. But, beſides, that her huſband is now 


dead, it appears that there is very little chance 


of this, even froma ſecond marriage. Her com- 
plaint, indeed, is, in ſome reſpects, not un- 


favourable to pregnancy; but, in others, very 


much againſt it. And, while the inordinate ac- 


tion of the uterus gives pains reſembling thoſe in 


labour, ſhe would be conſtantly expoſed tothe dan- 
ger of abortion. Even pregnancy for a natural time, 
although giving ſome chance of cure, might yet 


have very oppoſite effects; and, in place of re- 
moving, might greatly aggravate the diſeaſe. Up- 
on the whole then, the probability, I think, is, 


that the preſent affection will be-tedious, at leaſt, 
if the patient does ws in a _ __ fall a vic- 


tim to it. | ADH Þ a> 
It will, therefore, n occur, as a ſecond 


queſtion, How far it ought to be conſidered as 


dangerous t 
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dangerous ? and, I muſt own, I am far from be- 


ing without apprehenſions. It is by no means 
rare to find this diſcaſe — _— from 
and, in - prapgativn, to its continnatics. there 18 
always greater ciſk of this, as the reſiſtance 


at the uterus is, of courſe, diminiſhed. The 55 


evacuation hitherto has not been to ſuch an ö 
extent as to threaten any immediate danger. 
But there is more to be apprehended from the 
influence of long continued evacuation on the 
ſyltem. In this way the has already been great- 
ly debilitated, and, by a continuance of the dif. 
charge, may, at laſt, fink under it. Yet, without 
ſome ſenſible alteration of the ſymptoms, 1 would 
fain hope that this may not happen ſuddenly, and 
that we may at leaſt have an opportunity of try- 


ing different remedies. 4 


I muſt , however, obſerve, that I am very mich at 
a loſs, both with reſpect to the general plan of cure 
and the particular remedies to be uſed. From the 
view given of the complaint, Iam inclined to conſi- 
der it chiefly as the nervous kind. Hence it is nei- 
ther to be obtained by evacuants, which arc often 
a cure for haemorrhage. of the active kind de- 


pending on the ſtimulus of plethora 3. nor by a- 


=: ſtringents, 
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ſtringents, the eure of thefe of the paſſive kind 
which depend on rupture or relaxation. It is 
not an-affeQion connected with any ſtate of the 
nervous ſyſtem in general. Hence it is not to 
be removed by the common means of cure in 
caſes either of mobility or torpor. But I con- 
ſider it as an affection both local, and, at the 
ſame time, peculiar. Hence, without farther 
knowledge of the laws and properties of the ner- 
vous ſyſtem, we mult be, in a great meafure, in 
the dark reſpecting a rational plan of eure. 


Here our. inquiries carry us no farther than to 


have recourſe" to thoſe remedies obſerved moſt 
uſeful as reſtraining inerdinate motions. But 
with many-of theſe there is very great difficulty; 


fora great part of them, to a very high degree, act 


either as ſtimulants or fedatives, and from both one 
and other of theſe effects, evils are to be dread- 
ed. In ſuch a caſe, therefore, I can hardly, from 
reaſoning, venture to affirm what will or will not 
agree with our patient, and my practice muſt be 
regulated by trial. It was on this ground that I 
had recoarſe to the Peruvian bark. Among 0- 
ther medicines taken by the patient before ſhe 
came under our care, this alfo had been employ- 


ed, and 15 been found 3 of good ef- 


fects. 
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fects. I thought, therefore, that, by continuing 
and increaſing the quantity, there was ſomt chance 
of cure. Andthis is one of the medicines, which, 
under prudent management, may, 1 apprehend, 
be given to a greater extent than is uſually done. 
I thought alſo; of conjoining it with ſome more 
powerful aſtringent. But neither one nor other 
have anſwered to my wiſh, From the uſe of the 
vitriol acid ſhe ahne, of ſwelling in her 
a dole of the bark, 1 ad. thas, lince the 
laſt report inſerted in our regiſter, ſhe complains 
of ſtill greater inconvenience, I do not queſtion 
that both the one and other medicine may have 
given ſome uneaſineſs; yet I. can hardly ſup- 
pole their effects to have been ſo great as ſhe is 

diſpoſed to repreſent. 51 30 
Beſides all the other diffculics.Ta am afraid we 
have another to combat in this caſe. I have no 
doubt reſpecting the reality of this patient” s com- 
plaint; yet I cannot help thinking that the has a 
natural diſpoſition to aggravate the deſcription of 
every little alteration, and that ſhe is of a timo- 
rous and ſuſpicious temper, Hence ſhe will be 
led to aſcribe to medicines, effects by no means 
following from them; and 1 we ſhall, probably, 
e 
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find great difficulty in getting her to make a pro- 
per trial of any medicine. 1f, however, it can be 
eaſily effected, I ſhall yet wiſh to make further 
trial of the bark; and if her ſtomach will not 
bear a large doſe, I will attempt to augment the 
quantity by frequent repetition, I may perhaps 
even alter the form, or conjoin the preſent with 
ſome other preparations, as, for example, a watery 
infufion-of it in combination with fome aromatic, 
ſuch as'the cortex aurantiorum. If the Peruvi- 
an bark faile, I have thoughts of trying, at the 
time of the diſcharge, the effects of anodyne me- 
dicines. Theſe, indeed, in the greateſt number 
of caſes, rather tend to augment this diſcharge. 
At leaſt, thoſe of the female ſex, accuſtomed to 
the frequent uſe of opiates, as well as thoſe who 
indulge in the too trequent uſe of ſpirits, have 
always the menſtrual evacuation to a great degree. 
But, in the preſent caſe, I am inclined to think 
that they would have a contrary effect. And, 
ſhould | it even produce a more copious diſcharge, 
it might yet be of conſequence, as giving relief of 
pain. From the trial Weed made, 1 am diſpo- 
pow ſelatives at the time of diſcharge than from 
altringents z yet, during the intervals, I would 
chiefly 
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chiefly look for a radical cure from tonics, and, 
failing the bark, I have thoughts of trying the 
calx of zinc; probably combined with ſome ar- 
ticles, diſtinguiſhed by the title of nervous me- 
dicines, as the powder of valerian. Should this 
likewiſe fail, I would, I own, be diſpoſed to re- 
commend to the patient a trial of cold bathing 3 3 
and, though it would require cautious manages 
ment, yet I ſhould not be without expectations 
from the uſe of it. But, from what I have al- 
ready ſaid of the particular temper of our patient, 
I may eaſily propoſe more than ever we will have 
an opportunity of trying. | 


| Sequel, 


After this patient had for ſome time continued 
on the uſe of the Peruvian bark, the ſeverity of 
her diſcaſe was ſomewhat abated. But, as ſhe 
was averſe to the trial of other medicines, and un- 
willing to continue the bark to a conſiderable ex- 
tent, her attendance at the diſpenſary was diſcon- 


tinued, without her having obtained a complete 
Cure, | | 


CASE 
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Obſervations on a c of nenrrbees, treated by 
Henin. 


— N a woman in the twenty - fourth 
year of her age, ad mitted January 7th 
1771, complains of a troubleſome cough, accom- 
panied with ſcanty expeQoration, 'She is allo af. 
feed with flatulency, liſtleſneſs, and a ſenſe of 
weight and oppreſſion about the praecordia; and 
ſhe often complains of headach. Pulſe eighty; 
belly natural; appetite ſomewhat impaired, and 
her menſes are obſtructed. 

The cough is of four weeks ſtanding, and was 
attributed to cold. A ſimilar cauſe is ſaid alſo 
fitſt to have induced the obſtruction of the men- 
ſes, which has now continued for twenty months. 
Many medicines have been uſed for the removal 
of this laſt complaint, particularly, repeated blood- 
letting and the warm bath. From the latter ſhe 
derived no benefit; but her ſymptoms were con- 
ſiderably relieved by the uſe of the lancet. 

Accipiat ictus electricos quatuor ad gradum ſex- 
lum, ita ut fluidum electricum per inferiorem ab- 
domanzs 
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dominis partem curſum teneat. | Et repetatur elec- 
tricitas eodem modo ter in ſeptimana. 

January 18. She has felt no inconvenience from 
the eleQricity, and ſhe thinks that ſhe is now leſs 
affected with the oppreſſion at her ſtomach, But 
there is no appearance of any return of the men- 
ſtrual diſcharge. Continuetur electricitas, ſed ac- 


 cipiat ſingulis vicibus ictus duodecim ad gradum 


ſextum. Nec non capiat omni nocte elixiris ex aloe 
et rheo ſemunciam. 

January 25. She has not been eleQrified ſince 
the laſt report. But ſhe took the elixir for four 
nights, as directed. At the end of that time her 
menſes appeared, and flowed to a conſiderable ex- 
tent. She is now very lutle affected with the 
oppreſſion and uneaſineſs at ſtomach, But ſhe 
complains much of the cough during the night. 
Intermittantur medicamenta ; fed capiat miſturae 
oleoſae ſemunciam quarta quaque hora. 

February 1. Her cough has been conſiderably 
eaſier ſince ſhe began the oily mixture. There 
has been no farther appearance of the menſtrual 
diſcharge. But ſhe complains of pain in her 
belly, particularly about the under part of it. 
Continuetur miſtura olegſa, ſed capiat ſemunciam 
veſpere et mane tantummodo. 


February 
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February 8. Her cough is almoſt gone, and 


her health in other reſpe&s is pretty well re · eſta- 


bliſhed. Appetite mended ; heat natural. Con- 


tinuetur miſtura, ut antea. 


February 15. She continues free from almoſt 
all her iympto ms. Intermittatur 18 olegſa. 


ole delivered March 1. 


. ö v5 3&0 


When this patient came at preſent under our 
care, her caſe was not entirely new to me. She 
had been my patient about fix months before, 
in the clinical ward in the Royal Infirmary. Her 
complaints were then in ſome reſpeQs different 
from thoſe mentioned in the preſent hiſtory. At 
that time, ſhe was affected with dropſical ſymp- 
toms to no inconſiderable degree. She was then, 


however, alſo ſubject to the complaint for which 


ſhe has at preſent. applied to us, the ame- 
norrhoea ; for, 1 have little heſitation in conſider- 


ing this to be the principal part of her diſeaſe. 
It was, however, as we have juſt obſerved, an at- 


tendant alſo of the former affection; and I was, 


at that time, diſpoſed to conſider them as not un- 


connected. Then, I own, I was inclined to be- 
lieve, that the obſtruction of the menſes was the 


cauſe 


ec. 28 2 
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cauſe; of the dropfical. affe tion; and. that, from 
this circumſtance, the dropſy would probably be 


the more obſtinate. How far the affections were 


really, connected, may yet perhaps be matter of 
doubt. But the dropſy was, in no long time, 
entirely, removed; and, as I apprehend, in a good 
meaſure from the effects of clatecium, a medicine 


Which I. haye lately e in ſeveral inſtances 


of droply with ſucceG. . 

After the dropſy was wa, 1 aid rm 
farther for reſtoring of the menſes, than by en- 
deavouring to ſtrengthen the ſyſtem. And, as 
the meaſures uſed; with this view in the hoſpital 
were ineffectual, I thought it improper to keep 
her longer there, as her health began to- ſuffer 
in other reſpects. She was therefore diſmiſſed, 
in hopes that the: menſtrual diſcharge might ſtill 
be reſtored by her farther recovery of ſtrength 
in the country, and by more regular exerciſe and 
more free air than was to be had in an hoſpital. It 
now appears, however, that theſe were alſo inſuf. 
ficient for the purpoſe. And beſides this, ſhe had 


| lkewiſc uſed, for ſome months, many different me- 


cines, which, - although they were ſuch as might 
read 1 have been ann moſt ſerviceable, were 
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yet ineffeCtia?; in this aan th es came 


under miy care. 


It is to be obfer ved; Wobbveral that; at this: eue 
as well as forthetly; the amefiöfhota was not her 
only complattit, She Had for fome weeks bebtt 
affected with a trotiblefotite ebligh; accsmpHöLd 


with difficult afid fcanty expeabtation; lit 


| the afttibed, and ptobably trich juſtice; to an e. 
cidental cold; and it may be cbnfideretdl as total. 


* unconnected with the 4titnbi#hbea; 
" The menſtrüal eyicuatio Rad now been Wafits 
ing about twenty tmöffths; and” I had Iittle Heſi- 


tation in reſetting. to this the ithpaircd appetite, 


Iſtlefnels, oppteffibn at rhe ptaccottlia; and heads 


ach, of which ſhe complained. 


Lov); from the firſt view 1 had bf this eaſe, I 


was diſpoſed to form a different Idea with regard 
to the termination bk it, from What 1/46 at pres 
ſeht. In the ratarrhal affe&ion, unleſs from long 
continuante; 1 aw nothing of & threatening up. 
pearance. 1 Hoped, however; that it might ſcon 


be removed; or even bt itſelf ale. The ame- 


northoea; however, I eonjectured would be niere 
obſtinate; and, as it had already reſiſted ſeveral 
of the moſt powerful remedies, I had, 1 own, but 
little hopes of a cure, This, therefore, I conſi- 

dered 
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dered to be the great abjec of attention in prac- 
nee. Ino concluded, that the renewal of the 
diſcharge was not to be locked for from the re- 


ſtoring of gencral health; for. the . patient had 


now no iſy tom of dropſical tendency r marks 
of inanition. On che contrary, dhe was affected 
vith {ymptoms of fullneſs at the menſtrual period. 
Ang from theſe, ſhe, bad often ohtaineꝗ relief by 
ploos letting · I cangluded, thersfare, that a due 
accumulation in the uterus. was not wanting. I 
ſuſpected, indeed, it might progeedifram an oh- 
ſtructiem in the / paſſages through which: jt qught 
to pas. But, if it was of this king, it copld nat 
depend . an a ſlight or tranſient cauſe, ꝗs for ex- 
ample,:ſpaſm, Andp if it araſe from a:fixed local 
cauſe, Leguld not lock for a rene walofthe diſeharge. 
Jconeluded, therefare, chat the chief hopes of a re- 
cotery were from a reſtoration of that action of the 
uterus, which I ſuppoſe-neceflary to the menſtrual 


| evacuation. And, with this view, 1 was reſolved 


to make the preſent caſe à ſubject of trial of elec- 
tricity. This is a remedy, which, in many of the h 
moſt obſtinate caſes, has lately been found ſue- 
ceſsful, and its operation is, 1 apprehend, totally . 
to be referred to an action on the living fibres. 
It. i well known how much it does in reſtoring 

ſenſibility 
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ſenſibility and power of motion to other parts. 
It may, therefore, reſtore the menſtrual flux in 
two ways, either by immediate action on the mo- 
ving fibres, as inducing that contraction which ! 
ſuppoſe neceſſary, or by reſtoring the capability 
of motion at the regular periods. In ithe former 
caſe, the cure will be an inſtantaneous effect of the 
operation; in the latter, it will not oecur till it 
has been uſed ſome time, perhaps even not till 
after the electricity has been intermitted. On 
theſe principles, then, I reſolved to give it a full 
trial in the preſent caſe.” And while I perſiſted 
in the uſe of it, gradually to: increaſe both the 


number and ſtrength of the ſhocks. A flow of 


the menſes, however, did nat appear on the firſt 
exhibition of the electricity. Although it was 
from the hopes of exciting immediate action, 
that I had directed that the ſhocks ſhould pals 
through the region of the uterus. 

In this, however, I was, not much Shanniated; 
for, after ſo long an obſtruction, though it might 
have taken place, yet it was hardly to be expec- 
ted. I reſolved, therefore {till to perſiſt in the 


uſe of it; but, in this, I was unexpectiy inter- 


rupted from an accident happening to our ma- 
chine, and after the patient had been clectrifed 
2 . I . 


r . DET ILY 
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for a ſhort time only. I had it not in my power 
to exhibit it farther. I. directed, however, the 
continuation of the electricity, in hopes of having 
the machine ſoon mended; and that 1 might not, 
in the mean time, ſeem inactive, I ordered her 
to have half an once of the ſacred elixir "_ 
evening. A 

This medicine de in 3 the * 
of the electricity, for four nights, and at the end 
of that time, the menſes appeared, as ſhe imagi- 
ned, from the medicines ſhe had then taken. But 
when I conſider, that it is not 40 be viewed, as 
being a medicine poſſeſſed of very actiye powers, 
and that it never even operated as producing 
looſeneſs, there is little reaſon for ſuppoſing it was 
capable of removing an affection ſo obſtinate 


and, I muſt own,; I. hould rather be diſpoſed to 
aſcribe the reſtoration of the diſcharge to the 


preceeding electricity: For, where no other me- 
dicine has been uſed, cures effected by electti- 
ity have not taken place till a few days after i « 


e 


ty, in this ns. as having, reſtored a diſpoſi- 


tion in the uterus to action; and, 1 ſuppoſe, that : 
the flow W at a period, when this attion, 
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as regulated by the laws of the ner vous — 
— — occurred. 

I would not, however, pretend to 1 
the chr had no influence. From its aftion on 
the inteſtines; particularly on the rectum, it may 
dave had ſome thare as inducing and ſupporting 
the diſcharge. Yet, I can by no means imagine 
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it capable of removing an Ohlſtruſtion which has 
fubſſſted for 46 long a period; and ich had be- 


fare refiſted the influence of che -maſt active me- 
dicines, efpecially-when I conſider the 2 
tent to which it was here gwen- 

But, even admitting this to be the be ug It yet 
=fords no certain proof that the reſtoration of 
the flux was the effect of electricity. It is, by 
no means, impoffible, that it may have depended 
upon circuniſtanees, of a nature totally different, 
with which 'the patient berfeff was eicher unac- 
quainted, or, at leaſt, of- which he did not chuſe 
to inform us. *Ferannot, therefore, pretend to 
Tpeak in a very pofmive manner. Vet, rom al 
the eircumſtances taken together, ¶ muſt imagine, 
that the reſtoration of the menſtrual diſcharge was 
the effect of clecttieity. Conſidering it to have 


"proceeded from this ſource, it next occurs, as a 
queſtion of ſome importance, How far we can 


look 
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look ap6tt if av 2 radieat cure? and whenhier in. 
is unneceffary to do any thing farther io ſecure 4 
regular return of the mens? of whether it can 
be conſidered as obtained only for a ſingle peri- 
od? I muſt own, that, with reſpe& to this parti- 
cular, I am extremely doubtful ; I am rather, 
however, diſpoſed to liope RE as other- 
wiſe. I intend, therefore, without doing any 
thing further, with a view to promote the menſes, 
to wait till the uſual term of diſcharge; and if it 
then a appear, 1 will conſider nothing farther as 


neceſſary, I it do not, 1 ſhall again have recourſe 


to electricity, and proſecute the plan which I at 
firſt intended, If the electricity induce a dif- 
charge a ſecond time, I ſhall be contented with 
ordering a repetition of it for a day or two pre- 
vious to the period when the menſtrual diſcharge 
is expected. And I hope ſuch meaſures may prove 
elfectual in ſecuring a regular return of it. If the e- 
leckricity ſhall entirely fail, we may yet expect that 
the diſcharge may, at times, occur, although, [ 
muſt own, 1 have little hopes that it ſhall ever be- 


come regular; at the ſame time, there are other 


emmenagogues which may be tried. * And, with 
this view, we. ſhall probably put the patient on 
the uſe of the rubia tinctorum. Failing that, 1 
may 
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may have reeourſe to the tincture of black helle- 
bore, puſhing it to as great an extent as I think 
can be done with _ or ee 


„ , 4 as 


ine be» 3 Sequel hw Lind 


The menſtrual diſcharge with this patient i re- 
turned about the beginning of March, and con- 
tinued to flow gently for the ſpace of three days. 
Soon after this, as being free from all her ſymp- 
toms, ſhe 1 was s diſmiſſed from farther aitendance 


14+ v4 


wards, ſhe again 37 for afiltance at the Diſ. 


penſary. She was, at that time, ſubjected to a 
paralytic affection of the inferior extremities, the 
power both of ſenſe and motion being very conſi- 
derably diminiſhed. This was alſo attended with 
an obſtruction of the menſtrual diſcharge, and a re- 
turn of her former ſymptoms, The electricity 
was again ordered, in the ſame manner as before. 
It was continued daily for the Tpace of ſeveral 
weeks. During that period, the menſtrual diſ- 


coy again retur Wed, but not to the uſual ex- 


The paralytic affection of her legs, howe- 


ver, 25 entirely removed; after which her at- 
tendance at the Diſpenſary v was diſcontinued. 
g Ms CASE 


am wo AMA 89a abc 
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.moadito {iromoat 317 0). watr Anm 229; 

. FTE IL TE 
Obſervations on a Caſe of Tinea Capitis, treated by 
 the.external. Application, of Correfive Sublimate 
Mercury, and Verdegrife... 0 


TT — M— a girl in the fixth year of her 
4 F:age, admitted January 24th 177, has o- 
ver her whole head a dry ſcaby eruption, of a 
white colour. In general, it is neither painful nor 
itchy. She is alſo affected with dulneſs of 
hearing. Her abdomen is obſerved to be ſome- 
what larger than natural, and the has frequently, 
in the morning, an inclination to vomit. Her 
belly is regular, and her appetite natural. 

The ſcaby incraftarion' on the hairy ſcalp, firſt 
appeared about the beginning of laſt winter, and 
it remained till the ſucceeding ſummer; when it 
entirely diſappeared. At that time the dulneſs of 
hearing firſt commenced. The ſwelling of her 
abdomen has been obſerved for two or three 
years; and laſt ſummer ſhe paſſed a long round 
worm, of the lumbricous kind. She knows no 
NW 1 cauſe 
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cauſe for her complaints; and ſhe has taken no 
medicines with a view to the removal of them. 


B Mercurii corrofioi ſublimati granum unum, ſol- 
ve in aquae fontanae unciis duabus, dein adde 
micae pants quantitatem fufficientem,” ut "fat 
N cataplaſina, partibus affectis capitis Tmponen- | 

dum. Repetatur tale cataplaſna ter in ſep- ä 
timana. 

February 1 Several parts of the dry ſcurf on 4 

her head haye fallen off ſince the application of | 
che poultice. And now ſhe neuer _— of 
its being itchy. 111284 
Cuntinuetur :cataplaſma ui aka; et pier crus 
mane ſalis Glauberi ſemunciam in aqua ferventis 
unciis * 4 288 a —_ .dofas mane die = 
VISs | 
1 8. The ale have 3 5; and 
the ſcurf on ber Head is in moſt places entirely 
gone. But the poultice adheres ſo firmly to the 
hair, that the removal of it occaſions great pain. 
Repetatur * W et ut antea. mti. 
cataplaſma; . 51 bono mO O Ai tn 
B. . aeruginis arris b addr 
Axungiae porcinae wins: duas; tere diligen- 
ter fumul et fiat og rent Iilinatur ſe- 
midrachma 


2 ggg „ „ w&@ aA 


chma 
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midruchma partibus maæime Hecks omni 
ke . veſpere et mane... 

February 22. Her head. has been regularly rub- 
bed with the ointment. fince the: laſt. report; and 
the ſcabby eruption is now entirely gone. But 
the is, till affected with the dullneſs of hearing. 
I ntermittatur unguentum ex aerugine, applicetur 
veſicatorium nuchae, et boſtea fiat fonticulus ope un- 


guenti ep Maſtici. 


** Obſeroations dilivered March 1. 55 


The-difeaſe of this patient is not totally with-' 
out difficulty ; yet almoſt every part of the affec- 
tion is obvious. I can by no means, however, 
refer the whole ſymptoms to one genus. What 
E may; conſider as the principal part of the com- 
plaint, is the dry ſcaby eruption on the head. 
In affixing a name to this part of the affeQion 1 
have no heſitation. From the ſeat, from the ap- 
pearance, and from the nature of the eruption, 
there can be no doubt in pronouncing it to be an 
inſtance: of tinea capitis. This is an affection not 
uncommon, and frequently very obſtinate, in ſo 
much that, after a certain ſtanding, ſome are diſ- 


poſed to xank it among the incurable diſeaſes. 
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But, although this be the moſt conſiderable, it is 
not the only part of the patient's complaint, and 
perhaps, it is even that part which, in the preſent 
caſe, will be the leaſt obſtinate, 

This patient is alſo affected with conſiderable 
dullneſs of hearing, © This ſymptom i is conſidered 
as a characteriſtic of 4 genus of diſeaſe among 
all noſologiſts, under the terms of Dyſecoca, Co- 
phoſis, Surditas, and the like. And each of theſe 
genera comprebends various ſpecies, which, how- 
ever, are to be conſidered chiefly as inſtances of 
the diſeaſe proceeding from different cauſes. 
What particular circumſtance, in the preſent in- 
ſtance, gives riſe to it, may be conſidered as mat- 
ter of great doubt. There is ſome preſumption, 
however, that it may have been the effect of the 
diſappearing of the eruption. The repulſion of 
cutaneous diſeaſes is enumerated among the cau- 
ſes of a great variety of affections; and from none 
are more numerous evils ſaid to proceed, 
than from the repulſion of the tinea. I do not, 
however, obſerve, that any practical author has 
mentioned deafneſs as one of them. It has been 
ſaid to induce blindneſs. And, if it occaſion an 
affection of one ſenſe; this, at leaſt; gives a pre» 
ſumption that it may affect another. 
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I would then, I own, be inclined to attribute 
the preſent deafneſs to the former removal of the 
affection, which, as far as we can learn, was not 
the effect of any particular remedy, but a natural 
eure. Still, however, it may, I apprehend, have 
been productive of the ſame affections as if the 
complaint had been removed by artificial means. 
Probably both the one and the other produce 
their effect by giving riſe to a different Nate of 
circulation, 

. Beſides theſe two dies it may, at leaſt; be 

a queſtion, Whether this patient be not ſubjected 
to a third? She is obſerved to have an uncom- 
mon largeneſs of the abdomen, and to be affected 
with an inclination to vomiting, particularly in 
the morning. In neither of theſe, ſeparately, is 
there any evidence of a particular affection, nor 
indeed, in both of them conjoined. At the ſame 
time, there is little reaſon to think that they are 
connected with any of the affections already men- 
tioned. How far they may be the incipient ſtate 
of a more dangerous diſcaſe, is hard to ſay. But, 
as far as I can at preſent judge, I cannot look 
upon them in that light. And 1 am, T own, dif- 
poſed to view it as the leaſt conſiderable part of 
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our patient's complaint; and reſpecting the event 
of it L have not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion; - - - 
Of the two. others, I am famewhat doubtful 
ia my opinion. From the tinea} having before 
yielded, there is ground for a favourable judg- 
ment; yet it is an affection not unfrequently ad- 
mitting of a temporary cure. And, as was the 
caſe when it formerly diſappeared, it may again, 
without any obvious cauſe, return, ſhould we at 
preſent be able to remove it. But, there is ſtill 
greater reaſon to be afraid of the obſtinacy of 
the deafneſs ; for, fince its firſt: commencement; 
it has ſuffered no obvious remiſſion; and, at the 
ſame time, no manyelt diſeaſe in the ear can be 
diſcoveret. 

In the treatment of this . Aifferent: bed 
are to be had in view. As L have already ob- 
ſerved, what L reckoned to be the principal ob- 
ject of attention, was the diſeaſe of the head, or 


' the, tinea, And it was, at the ſame time, that 


part of the complaint, in the treatment of which 
expected to be moſt ſncceſsful, although 1 look 
upon it to be, in every inſtanee, an obſtinate af- 
fection. While I ſay this, I am, at the fame 
time, convinced, that if patients will ſubmit to the 
remedy, there is one by which they may, in by 

much 
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much the greateſt number of mftances, be cured, 
And im this way, a cure is frequently effected by 
an old woman in the neighbourhood ef Edin: 
burgh, and by many nee in dieren "_m of 
che Kingdom. 

The principle upon which! ber remedy acts, 
which is by no means an uncommon one wich o- 
ther practitioners in the ſame ſtile; is very obvious. 
There ĩs little doubt, that tinea is one of thoſe cuta- 
neous affections, which is to be conſidered as a 
diſcafe of the roots of the hair. We may, there- 
fore, look for à radical cure on one of two 
groutids, either by removing the diſcaſed parts, 
or by deſtroying them. It is on the firſt of theſe 
principles that the practice to which we now als 
lude proceeds. The practice is the application 
of a pitch plaſter to the head, which is allowed to 
remain ſo long as to be firmly impacted in the 
hair, and then it cannot be removed without en- 
tirely pulling theſe along with it. On ſuch re- 
moyal, the cure from this practice ſolely depends. 
Yet, although it be an effectual cure, it muſt be 
allowed it is a very ſevere one, and it is indeed 
ſo cruel, that few regular practitioners will, I be- 
lieve, be found io venture upon it. It is on this 
account, therefore, that, in the preſent caſe, 1 


have 
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have choſen rather to direct my endeavours to 
the deſtruction of the morbid parts, and, with 
this view, had recourſe to corroſive ſublimate, 


a medicine, the effects of which, as a peculiar 
ſtimulus on topical application, is unqueſtionably 


very great; and, in other inſtances of the tinea, 
L have ſeen, it attended with the beſt effects. With 
the preſent patient, however, I cannot ſay that 


its effects have been ſuch as 1. expected. At the 
ſame time, it has been followed by evident good 


conſequences, at leaſt, to a certain extent; and 
although it did not entirely remove, has, at 
leaſt, diminiſhed the affection. Probably alſo it 
aided not a little the medicine which was - af- 


terwards employed: For I foundi it inconvenient, 


in the preſent caſe, to continue the application of 
the corroſive ſo long as I propoſed, as it was, in 
ſome reſpects, productive of more than was in- 
tended, . From being firmly. impaRted in the 
hair, | it was likely to operate in the ſame way as 
a pitch plaſter. This led me to ſubſtitute to cor- 
roſive the uſe of the verdigriſe. . This | applica- 
tion alſo is not uncommonly, employed in the pre- 
ſent complaint. From the uſe of this I obtained 
a much greater effect than I expected. For, in 


a week after this undkion was begun, I found the 
head 
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head as free from ſcabby eruptions as if it had ne- 


ver been in ſuch a diſeaſed ſtate. I would not, 


however, entirely aſcribe this to the verdegriſe; 
and, I am perſuaded, that the good effect reſult- 


'ing from it was the more remarkable, in conſe- 


quence of the previous application of the corro- 
five. But, whether from one or other, or from 
both of theſe medicines, we have obtained, if not a 
permanent, at leaſt, a temporary removal of 
this affection. And, while the patient is in the 
preſent ſtate, the next object of cure is the deaf- 
nels. | | 
Here, I muſt own, I am ſomewhat at a loſs on 
what principle I am to proceed. Chictly, as I am 
in great doubt reſpecting the cauſe of the deaf- 
neſs. In the greater number of caſes, however, 
we may conſider deafneſs as ariſing from one or 
two ſources; either from the want of free com- 
munication for an impreſſion on the extremities of 
the auditory nerves, or the want of due ſenfibilt 
ty in the nerves when impreſſed. How far either 
one or other may have any concern in the pre- 
ſent caſe, I am at a loſs to ſay. Or, if the com- | 
munication be obſtructed, I am entirely ignorant 
from what particular cauſe it ariſes. I muſt own, 
therefore, that any trials which I ſhall make with 
a view to the cure are, in a great meaſure, ran- 
dom ones, 


X When 
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When we conſider that this affection ſucceed. 
ed the cure of the former eruption, there is 
ſome preſumption that it may have been the 
effect of a change of circulation. Hence there 
is, at leaſt, one chance of reſtoration by another 
change ot balance. With this view, therefore, 
I meant to try the effect of ſupporting, for ſome 
time, a running from the neck. To this meaſure 
I was the rather induced, as I expected from it 
' fome good effects, as preventing a return of the e- 
ruption. It will not only be a drain from the 
neighbourhood of parts formerly affected, but 
alſo produce a change of determination in the 
circulation on the ſurface of the head. This, 
therefore, I conſidered, at leaſt, as a reaſonable 
trial. If, however, I ſhall find it ineffectual, I 
muſt have recourſe to other trials. And, with 
this view, I mean firſt to pay attention to the ſtate 
of communication for impreſſion. 

There are tew meaſures, perhaps, - more effec- 
tual for removing obſtructions in the paſſage to 
-the auditory organs, than ſyringing with warm 
water. And it has farther the advantage of be- 
ing no improper method of augmenting ſecretion, 
when diminithed ; and thus giving a proper con- 


dition to the parts fitted for the communication 


of 
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of found; I it be in this way inſufficient, other 


meaſures may be tried; Recourſe may be had 
to the ſtimulus, which is given by camphorated 
oil introduced into the ear from being dropped on 
cotton. Where a ſtimulus is neceſſary, I have 
been informed, that there is often a good effect 


from Burgundy pitch, introduced into the meatus 


auditorius, when formed into ſuch a ſhape as to 


de readily put into it. But, in order to prevent 


its attachment to the meatus auditorius, it muſt 
be properly covered with a bit of gauze. This, 
Lam told, was frequently done by an empyric, 
ſome time ago in this city, who confined his prac- 


- tice entirely to the cure of deafneſs, and who is 
ſaid to have ſucceeded with this fimple remedy 


where regular practitioners had failed. 

I muſt, however, obſerve, that I ſpeak of this 
remedy only on the report of others; yet, I 
cannot help thinking, that it is one which, in 
ſome caſes, may be productive of inconveni- 
ence. For, notwithſtanding the covering with 
gauze, ſhould the pitch melt in the ear, it may 
give much uneaſineſs. And it is to be remark- 
ed, that the pix Burgundica is one of thoſe, ar. 
ticles in the Materia Medica, which is very fre- 
quently adulterated. Indeed, the hiſtory of the 


preparation 
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preparation of it, as brought from Saxony, where 
this article is prepared, is not well aſcertained, 
Some imagine that it is nothing elſe but com- 
mon turpentine boiled up. But, whatever may be 
the original compoſition or preparation of it in that 
country, there is no doubt that there are ſome 
in the habit of making it in Britain, from a mix- 
ture of turpentine, with a proportion of roſin. 
From this circumſtance, probably, we are to account 
for its having very different degrees of conſiſtency; 
and, according as its conſiſtence is more or leſs 


firm, it is wore or leſs apt to melt. Unleſs, 
therefore, there be reaſon to preſume, that it is 
productive of good effects, in another manner than 


from its operating as a ſtimulus, I ſhould rather be 


diſpoſed to try ſome other practice. As a ſtimu- 
lant, I ſhould expect more from camphorated oil. 

Perhaps we may conſider the introduction 
of garlic into the ear as being, in this way, more 
powerful than either of theſe articles. The ſmall 


bulbs of the root of garlic, or cloves, as they are 
called, are frequently employed in this manner as 
a curefor deafneſs, by the common people of this 
country. And ſhould the trial, which we have 
already propoſed, fail of producing the defired 
effect, JI mean rather to try this than the pix 

Burgundica: 
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Burgundica. Beſides altering the ſtate of ſe- 
cretion, there is alſo reaſon to expect ſome effect 
from it, as altering the ſenſibility of the nerves. 


For, on the want of due ſenſibility, as we have 
already hinted, rather than on the ſtate of the 


paſſage the affection may depend. And it is with 


this view, that, before diſmiſſing the patient, I have 


thoughts of trying, for the cure of her deafneſs, 
the effect of electricity. If all theſe means prove 
abortive, I ſhall, I own, have but little expecta- 
tion of obtaining a cure. And, however diſtreſ- 
ſing this diſeaſe may be, it is an affection 
which, in many inſtances, is neither to be cured 
nor alleviated, - | 

Of the treatment neceſſary for the ſwelling of 
the belly, and the vomiting, I ſay nothing; for I ap- 
prehend they will require little elſe than the regu- 
lation of diet. In this manner, then, I have given 
ſome view of the treatment already proſecuted, 
and hereafter jntended, with the preſent patient. 
Vet it is not impoſlible, that, from the recurrence 


of former ſymptoms, or from freſh appearances, 
I ſhall be obliged, in different particulars, to al- 


ter the plan here propoſed, 


Sequel, 
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mY Sequel. 

This patient, during her farther continuance A 
at the Diſpenſary, continued entirely free from a- at 
ny return of the tinea capitis. And as, from the f. 
employment of the iſſue, conjoined with the 0 


camphorated oil, her deafneſs was conſiderably lc 
relieved, no farther trials were thought neceſ- 

fary for that affection. | at 

lo 

CA & E XIV. | Ve 

* th 

Obſervations on 4 Caſe in which were Anomalous 7 

Symptoms, ariſing from an Intermittent Fever, 4 

treated by the Peruvian Bart. pl 

: | 1 ke 

D M——, a man aged twenty-nine, by | 

occupation a chair-man, admitted Feb, 7. 
complains of obtuſe pain, and frequently alſo of 
coldncſs in the ſmall of his back. It is, in general, 
attended with ſhivering. From the ſmall of his 
back the pain ſometimes extends acroſs the lower 

ed 

part of the abdomen, and occaſions, as he ſays, a Fu 


temporary ſwelling there, during which his reſpira- 
tion 


WW 
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flon is conſiderably affected. At other times the 
pain aſcends along the courſe of the ſpine, and 
affects the muſcles of his neck, to ſuch a degree 
as to prevent him from moving his head. It af. 
fects alſo his jaws, face, and gums. In the laſt 
of theſe it occaſions a tranſitory ſoreneſs, and has 
looſened ſome of his teeth, 

His pulſe is natural, his appetite is unimpared, 
and his belly looſe. His urine is ſometimes pale 
and limpid, at other times of a very high co- 
lour. | 

Twelve weeks ago, in coming from the har- 
veſt in England, he was attacked with a pain in 
the abdomen, attended with vomiting and pur- 
ging. To theſe ſucceeded the pains of which he 
has ever fince complained, and by which he is 
now rendered very weak. He imputes his com- 


plaints to fatigue in coming home. He has ta- 


ken many medicines without any relief. 
R. Elixir guajacini volatilis, 
Syrupi ſimplicis, ſingulorum drachmas 
tres. M. Fiat hauſtus hora ſomni ſu- 
mendus. Repetatur omni nocte. 

February 15. The draughts have gently open- 
ed his belly, but have produced no ſweat. His 
pains are rather increaſed, and he has been much 


affected, 
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affected, ſince four o'clock in the morning, with 
the ſhivering and coldneſs, which he now thinks 
returns with increaſed ſeverity every ſecond day. 
Intermi tatur medicamentum, fed capiat hora ſep- 
tima veſpertina Pulveris Ipecacuanhae ſcrupulum 
unum pro emeti co; et Cone 
R. Calcis zinci grana tria. 
Pulveris valerianae ſylveſtris ſemidrach- 
mam. M. Fiat pulvis ſumendus ter 
quotidie. 

| February 22, The vomit operated well, * 
the powders gave no uneaſineſs. But he is ſtill 
affected with the ſhivering and coldneſs return- 
ing every ſecond day. And he obſerves, that it is 
particularly ſevere when the wind is from the eaſt, 
He ſtill continues to be frequently affected with 
the pains, and with returns of the ſwelling of his 
abdomen as formerly, Belly natural ; pulſe 94. 

Repetatur emeticum hora ſeptima veſpertina. 
Continuetur calx zina, ſed conſtent fi _— doſes 
e grams quinque. A LOVE 

March 1. The vomit operated well, and he 
has continued the powders regularly. The pains 
with which he was at firſt affected are now much 


eaſier. But, for ſeveral days paſt, he has been 


— regularly every evening at ſeven o'clock 
with 
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with a ſhivering fit, and has afterwards ſweated 
profuſely during the night. Pulſe 84 ; belly 
regular. Capiat, hora quarta pomeridiana, pulve- 


ris ipecacuanhae ſcrupulum. Cras mane capiat al- 
ternis horis pulveris corticis Peruvian ſcrupulos 


duos.  ' 


| March 93 be "om operated well, and he 


has taken the Peruvian bark regularly. He has 
had no return of ſhivering for theſe four days 


palt, and his pains are conſiderably eaſter. But 
be is ſtill at times affected with ſome degree of 


ſwelling. Pulſe 80; belly regular. Continue- 
tur cortex Peruvianus, ſed capiat tantummodo ſe. 
midrachmam veſperi et mane. 

March 15. He continues much eaſier, and has 
had no return of any ſhivering fit. Continuetur 
cortex Peruvianus. 0 

March 22. Continues free from any return of 
the ſhivering fits. And he is now affected with 
none of his other complaints, except ſome {light 
remains of ſwelling about his face and gums. 
Let him be diſmiſſed. 
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Obſervations delivered April 5. 


The cafe of this patient, in no very long time, 
terminated favourably in our hands. I muſt, 
however, own, that 1 ſhould not have been diſ. 
poſed to give ſuch an opinion when he came 
firſt under our care. On confidering the caſe 
of this patient, I was diſpoſed to look upon it as 
a ſingular affection; and I acknowledge, that I 
ſo far miſtook the nature of it, as to treat it at 
firſt in a manner which I would not have done, 
had | properly underſtood it. In the very accu- 


rate hiſtory of this patient's complaints introdu- 
ced into the regiſter, you will find a collection 


of ſymptoms fomewhat anomalous. The chief 
complaints, however, were pains, attended with 
ſwellings. But both the one and the other were, 
in their nature, tranſitory; and, beginning at a 
particular part of the body, they were propaga- 
ted from thence in different directions. They 
occaſianed, at the ſame time, temporary affec- 
tions of different functions, particularly reſpira- 
tion. Many remained unaffected. The ap- 
petite was unimpaired, and the pulſe natural. 
Theſe complaints were referred by the patient to 
a particular cauſe, viz, the influence of fatigue 

| from 


th 


fir 
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from walking. From this view 6f the complaints, 


I was chiefly doubtful in opinion, whether [ ought 


to cotifider it as a rheumatic or a nervous affec- 
tion. In the ſymptoms now deſcribed, it will 
not be refuſed that there is ſome reſemblance to 
both, The temporary ſwellings were rather in 
favour of the ſuppoſition of rheumatiſm ; yet, in 
the attack and progreſs of the paroxyſm, it had 
more reſemblance to a nervous affection. And 
this ſuppoſition was, in ſome meaſure, corrobo- 
rated by the affection of motion produced. For, 
during the attacks, at leaſt after the pain had 
made a certain progreſs, he was unable to move 
his head. | | | 

On theſe ſuppoſitions, the treatment of this 
caſe was at firſt begun. I had ſoon, how- 
ever, reaſon to ſuſpect, that neither the one nor 
the other ſuppoſition which I have now mention- 
ed, was well founded ; and the patient's diſeaſe 
put on an appearance which led to a different 
conjecture. He was attacked with his com- 
plaints more regularly at a determined hour; and 
the ſhivering at each attack, which had been ob- 
ſerved even from the commencement, became 
more ſevere. From this circumſtance, I was 
firſt led to think that it might be an ano- 
malous intermittent. And this conjecture is 
ſince, 


- 


9% MEDICAL:CASES. 


fince, I apprehend, in a great.meaſure verified 
by the method of cure which has proved ſucceſs- 
ful. Perhaps few diſeaſes, with reſpect to their 


appearance, are ſubje& to greater varieties than 


intermittent fevers. Of this ſufficient proof may 
be had from conſulting the. elaborate work of 
Mr Sauvages. You will there. obferve under 
how many different forms all the types of inter- 
mittents have been concealed. Such a ſuppoſi- 


tion is further corroborated by another circum- 


ſtance in the caſe. For it is to be obſerved, that 
there is here a probable cauſe which might have 
produced an intermittent. The patient, indeed, 
himſelf, aſcribed the diſeaſe to fatigue. But im- 
mediately before the commencement of the diſ- 
eaſe, he had paſſed tue harveſt in Lincolnfhire. 
The people in this country are much in the 

practice of hiring themſelves for the harveſt-work 
in Lincolnſhire, and other fenny counties, from 
whence they often bring back intermittents, 

And to theſe they are expoſed, both from the 

marſhy ſtate of the country, and the ſeaſon of the 

year, I conſidered it, therefore, as equally pro- 

bable, that the diſeaſe had its origin there, as 

from the fatigue of walking home. Perhaps l 
may add, this is ſtill further corroborated by the 
| method 


— 


tie 
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method of attack. It began with vomiting and 
purging, a circumſtance by no means unfrequent 
at the commencement of fevers of the intermit- 
tent kind. I muſt own, however, even after 
adopting this opinion, I ſhould have been very 
doubtful as to the prognoſis ; and, at no period 
of the affection, did I look, with any confidence, 
for ſucceſs. Even on the ſuppoſition of an in- 
termittent, I ſuſpected that the complaint would 
be tedious. I ſuſpected this would be {till more the 
caſe, if it ſhould turn out to be a nervous affec- 
tion, And the opinion of its being a rheumatic 
complaint, was of the three the leaſt probable. With 
reſpect to the termination, however, I was hap- 
pily diſappointed ; for, from the practice adopted 
in intermittents, the patient ſoon recovered, 

I muſt, however, obſerve, that, even yet, there 
is no abſolute ſecurity as to the cure; for, during 
the ſpring ſeaſon in particular, intermittents are 
apt to recur. But, ſhould the patient again ap- 
ply to us, from ſuffering a relapſe, we need not 
be alarmed. For, after the diſeaſe has yielded 
ſo eaſily already, we may entertain hopes, in fu- 
ture, that it will not prove obſtinate. And, at 
any rate, ſpring-intermittents, if the ſymptoms 
are moderate, are by no means dangerous affec- 

tions; 


A 
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tions; and, for the moſt part, as the ſeaſon ad- 
vances, they difappear, even without medical aid, 
Our practice with this patient was, at different 
times, conducted on very different plans, which 
was folely the effect of uncertainty, and, I muſt 
even acknowledge, of miſtakes, with regard to the 
nature of the diſeaſe, On the ſuppoſition of rheu- 


matiſm, I began the patient with the uſe of the 


elixir of guiacum, a remedy of which I have had, 
oftener than once, occafion to. ſpeak, and from 
which, in ſome inſtances of that affection, I have 
+ ſeen the beft confequences. On the complaints, 
however, of the preſent patient, it had no effect; 
and, at the ſame time, the acceſſion became more 
regular. This led me to the opinion of the affec- 
tion being of a nervous kind, and, imagining 
that the pains might be the effect of periodical 
ſpaſm, I had recourſe to the calx of zinc. That 
we might be more certain of its action, I premi- 
ſed to its uſe the employment of an emetic. 
Theſe medicines, however, were not attended 
with any better effect. And, at length, the re- 
gularity of the fits continuing with increaſing 
ſhivering, I was led to the opinion of its being 


an anomalous intermittent, On this ſuppoſition, 


I reſolved on the trial of the common cure, the 
Peruvian 
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Peruvian bark. Even ſuppoſing the affection to 
be of the nervous kind, I was of opinion that it 
would not be productive of any bad effect; and, 
if it was an intermittent, I had good ground to 
hope for a cure. The event, as I have already 
obſerved, verified the conje&ure z and the pa- 
tient, from the uſe of it, was ſoon freed from all 
his ſympto:ns. I did not, however, reckon it 
prudent immediately to intermit the uſe of the 
bark. For, by this means, ſuch fevers are ſre- 
quently ſuffered to relapſe, when it would not o- 
therwiſe be the caſe. I continued him, there- 
fore, the uſe of it for ſome time after the ſymp- 
toms were, in a great meaſure, ended; yet I 
gave him only a doſe every morning and evening. 
During all this time, there was no ſymptom of a 
relapſe, I reckoned it, therefore, unneceſſary 
that he ſhould continue attendance any longer, 
And, as I have not ſince heard of him, I preſume 
he continues in perfect health, 


Sequel, 


This patient continued free from all the ſymp- 
toms with which he had been affected, and return- 
ed to his uſual employment of a chairman, in «ii 
Exerciſe of which he ſtill continues. 

| CASTE 
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| Obſervations on a Caſe of Dy/phagia, cured by the 


| uſe of Electricity. 


8 , a married woman, in the thirty- 
Y firſt year of her age, admitted February 14. 
1777, complains of difficult and painful degluti- 

tion, eſpecially on attempting to ſwallow any ſo- 


—— 
4 { 


lid aliment. This occaſions ſo much uneaſineſs, 


that, for theſe ſix months paſt, ſhe has not eat 
any thing, but has lived entirely upon food in a 
fluid ſtate, which ſhe can ſwallow without much 
inconvenicuce. Upon inſpecting the fauces, no- 
thing can be ſeen. But ſhe thinks that ſhe can 
feel two ſmall veſications or ulcerated ſores at the 
root of her tongue. Her pulſe and belly are na- 
tural, and her menſes regular. 
She was firſt affected with this complaint a- 
bout twelve months ago, without any evident 


cauſe, Not lor g after it firſt began, a tumour 


appeared in her throat, which ſuppurated, and 


foon again * Since that time ſhe has 
| been 
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been affected with ſimilar tumours; which have 
always gone off without coming to ſuppuration. 


She has taken mereury to à very conſiderable - 


extent; and likewiſe many other medicines, with 
the nature of which the is unacquainted. But 
ſhe has derived no benefit from any of them. 


7 
/ 2 


 - Hliciamtur ſcintillge electricae e faucibus extar- 


nis ter in ſeptimana, et capiat omni nocte TinAus 
rae Faliginis drachmas duas hora decubantis. 
February 22. She has ſome ſickneſs at ſtomach, | 
from the tinctura fuliginis. She has been thrice 
electrified ſince the i 5th ; and ſhe thinks that 
the can now ſwallow with more eaſe 3 but ſhe ſtill 
complains of eonſtant pain in her throat. 

uternittutur Nuctura I 211 wal continuetur e- 
lectricitas, ut ante. 
March 1. The electrieity has been edel 
continued. Sbo till complains of the pain in her 
throat. ' But ſhe now ſwallows ſolid food with 
much more eaſe than ſhe has done for theſe ſix 
months paſt. She now complains much of un- 
eaſineſs and ſwelling at her ſtomach, from wind, 
which returns every day about noon. | 

Continuetur electricitas. Et 

. Tincturae aromaticae unciam unam. 
Agua Ment hae Piperitidis uncias quatubr. M. 
2. Capiat 
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: Cipiat femuneian Bw hors undotima 
matuti nm. 5 NON erer 
- Mitch 8. She ſtill cotitinues to Walle with 
much more facility than formerly ; and her ſto- 
mach complaints have been ' conſiderably-caficr 
ſince the began to uſe the mixture; but (ſhe is 
ſill much affected with the n in her nr. 
Continuentur neditamenta. ven | 
March 14; She is now Was from bar itoach 
complamts, and ſhe ſwallows ſolid food with very 
little diffculty. But ſhe {till complains of ſome 
fixed pain, which is now FR confined to the 
left ſide of her neck | 
Intermittatur 8 180 anus Ain, 
; &t illinaticr oleum campboratum parti _ Lervi- 
cis, omni mane et veſpere. W. + 
March 29. She did not get 4he — 
oil as was ordered; and, a8 ſhe has been for 
ſome time in the country, the electricity has been 
omitted. She has now uo difficulty in ſwallow- 
ing. But ſhe ſtill complains ſomewhat of the 
fixed pain in her throat. 8 | 
Intermittatur e fd. utatur * cam- 
| pborato. A en W 


obe. 


2 
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4134 401 65 


(amelie, delivered pris I 2. 5 


zune * 
£4 the: diſeaſe of this baten, both in its na- 
ture and appearance, is very peculiar. The 
affoction eophiſts of ane ſymptom. only, difficult 
deglutitian. This is well known to occur as a 
ymptom in various diſcaſcs; and it is in parti- | 
RI micunindheu!! 121: 2 
But, ben des this, it is conſidered in moſt nad 
logical) ſyſtems as conſtituting a particular genus 
of difeaſe by itfelf, In the ſyſteui of Mr Linnae< 


us, Wis termed Aglutitlo; in that of Vogel, Oeſo- 


phagiſmus. But, of all others, the molt minute 
and aceutate account of it, is under the article of 
Dyſphagla, by Sauvage. To ahis genus he hab 
referred no leſs than nineteen different ſpecies; 
all ot them ãnſtances in ich difficult deglutition 
aroſe from different cauſes.; Let the defeription 
of ane gf them, by an) wenns, £oraflponds to 
that in the caſe; now: before. U, Of theſe, fome, 
as the paralytica, afford examples of us proceed - 


ing Kom want of the moving power. Others, 


as ſpaſmadich, fram the effect of ſtricture gccur- 
ring an ihe effort to ſwollow ; and all the qthers 
ariſe. from ſome particular local aſte ctjon about 
che eee * wende no 

vHg © 21119 ; 212 of | 't 7115 5: 08 


| 
| 


taining any ſuſpicion as to the reality of the affec- 
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one, however, which was the mere effect of pain in 


che action of ſwallowing, without any obvious cauſe; 
and that, too, where the pain was ſo ſituated, that, 


if there was any local affection, it · muſt neeedlarily 
have been vifible. As far, however, as our obs 


ſervation went, no obvious affection could here 
be diſcovered. The patient herſelf, indeed, al- 
ledged, that ſhe had à feeling in her throat re · 
ſembling that which "might be ſuppoſed to ariſe 
from a veſication: And a gentleman, who had 
occaſion to treat this patient before ſhe! came un- 
der our care; thought, that, at one time, he could 
diſcover ſomething of this kind. Yet, although 
fuch might then have exiſted, I can have little 


doubt that they had nn, Wan ſhe. came 


under our cares.) {2 (i 11; 


Ar the time, ee ee we e the 
treatment of this patient's: caſe, we are to 


conſider her as ſubject to difficult deglutition, 
not from obſtruction / but from pain and 
that pain, toò, ariſing from parts which were viſi- 
ble on inſpecting the fauces, and ſeemed to be af- 
fected with no apparent diſeaſe. have never 
before had oecaſion to treat any caſe whore the 


fymptoms were fimilar to the preſent- And 


here, 1 apprehend, there is no room for enter- 


tion. 
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non. The patient could have no object, either 
in deceiving us; or thoſe under whoſe care ſhe had 
been, before we treated her; and ſhe ſhewed no 
indication of that ſtate of mind which would lead 
her to deceive herſelf. Beſides this, previous to 
her coming under our care, ſhe had been ſubject 
to diſeaſes of the thront, in which, on different 
occaſions,” the fymptoms were obvious. Theſe 
are deſcribed in tbe hiſtory before us, according 


to the account given by the patient herſelf. I 


may now, however, add, that, in the former ſore. 
throats; there was ſomething which ſhe did not 
mention to the gentlemen who drew up tlie hi- 
ftory. Although ſhe be a woman of a decent ap- 


pearance, yet her former ſore throats! were ve · 


nereal/i It was on this account that ſhe had ta- 
ken the mercuiy mentioned in the hiſtory; which, 
although it healed the ulcerations in the throat, 
had no effect in ene the . en * on 
deglutition. 


As to the cauſe of the me Geste, _ I 


| have little doubt that it derived its origin from a' 


venereal infection, and from that, too, as indu- 
cing a venereal fore throat. Yet I reckon it to 
be a matter of very great uncertainty, how far it 
could [property be eonſidered as a venereal ſymp- 
tomy 


a) oe ERS. we —— i 


— 
my # — 


— 


— 
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tom; when we began che trotevicnt of this caſey 
that is, how far it could be viewed, as depending 
on the venercal virus. I muſt own, chat, as it 
Had already reſiſted mercury, am, as there were 
no abvious/ appcarancts, 1 was inclined to conſi- 
der it in a different ſight. From the circumſtance 
of the patient being able to ſwallow diquids and 
not ſolids, it is evident that the pain as mat gi- 
ven by the effort to fwallon /; for, wich a bolus 
df a. proper ſiaæ there is / the leaſt effort required. 
And it is not unfnt quent in the angina, chat pa- 
tients. have mote pain in ſwallowing ſpittle than 
ſakid-faod:; although there are certain ates of 
thecivflamed parts, in which the pain mult ariſe 
from the touch af any ſalid z and then, praba- 
bly, from ibe augmented ſenſibilit y: of the ner ves, 


eee -of their per 5 ' the: 


ſtretch, 10115 7 Dalia iter 

id AS 1 td A e 
A different nature, yet to be, in ſome meaſure, a- 
nalggous to this, + viewed it 83-88 inſtance of 
ap increaſed ſenſibility of the pharynx, from a pe- 
culiar ſtare of the cxtremity of the nerves 5 andi 
conſidered this ſtate of the neryes to have ariſen 


there from tke vgnereal affection to which theſe 


parts mad formerly been ſubject. This, then, is 


my 


18921 
| Jed. 


„ 
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my idea of the nature of the diſeaſe, Were I to 
give a name to it, I could: only refer it to the dyſ- 
phagia; of Mr Sauvage. And, to the different 
ſpecies which be has enumerated, I would add a 
nother under the title of Dyſptiagia Dolorofa. 
But, how far either the name is proper, or the 
conjecture well founded; inay; perhaps, with 
many of you, be matter of doubt. 1 am far 


from alledgirig, that the ſuppoſition now fuggeſt- 
ed is fountied on any certain, or even very pro- 


bable grounds. I am fenfible; that it is ot on- 
ly liable to many difficulties, but that there are 
other ſuppoſnions on which the phacnomena 
might de explained. Yet, after attentively con- 


ſideting the caſe, I was led to adopt the preſent, 


as Whit ſcetned to me leaſt improbable. And I 
cannot help thinking, that, by the effects of the 
treatinem; atid the termination which it already 
ſeems to liave had, the conjecture has been in 
ſome theaſiite verified. While, at the ſame time, 


nothing occntred during the eoutſe of the dif- 


eaſe, to lead me to alter this opinion. 
 I'miift own, that; when the patient came under 


out cafe, 1 was very doubtful as to the termina 

tion of this cafe. I was, however, by no means, 

diſpotecd to form” a favorable judgment; for, 
SUNET 


ſuppoſing 
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fappofing the conjecture well founded, no affec- 
tions are more varied, as to their termination, than 
thoſe of the nervous kind; they will ſometimes 
yield in the moſt unexpected manner; and, at o- 
ther times, will remain obſtinately fixed without 
alteration, while even the moſt powerful medi- 
cines have been employed. When, therefore, it 
had already continued ſo long, I did not, I own, 
look for any ſudden change for the better; and, 
L imagined, if that ſuch a change did happen, it 
would be from the diſeaſe turning out to be of a 
different nature from what I expected. But, 
without that being the caſe, it has now, I hope, 
Had a termination, and that, too, more favour- 
able than I looked for. I would not, however, 
poſitively aſſert, that this patient is already radi- 
cally cured. Yet, from the recovery being ſome- 
what gradual, I cannot help thinking, that there 
is a better chance of its being permanent. And, 
at the ſame time, I muſt own, that I am diſpoſed 
to aſcribe it to the treatment to hien our pa- 
tient was here ſubjected. | 
Concerning the plan of cure to be followed i in 
this caſe, I was no leſs uncertain, than with re- 


gard tothe prognoſis. Yet, L reſolved to try ſome 


* on the idea already ſuggeſted, reſpecting the 


nature 


* 
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nature of the diſeaſe. It will, perhaps, ſeem | 
ſtrange, that, with this view, I ſhould have had 
recourſe to electricity, a remedy well known to 


be of ſingular utility as augmenting. ſenſi ility. 
From this it might be concluded very ill adapted 


to acaſe in which I ſuppoſed the ſenſibility already 


morbidly increaſed. I have, however, already 
oftener than once obſerved, that 1 conſider the 
power of electricity as a medicine to be as yet nei- 
ther thoroughly underſtood nor properly explain- 
ed. For my own part, as far as I have been able to 
diſcover the action of electricity, | am perſualed, 
that it is not more uſeful in auginenting nervous 
energy where it is deficient, than in reſtoring to 
a natural condition, when it is morbidly affected 
in other reſpects. In what manner it produces 
ſuch a change, I cannot pretend to ſay, at leaſt, with 


any degree of confidence: On this lubject, however, 
I have ſometimes. indulged myſelt in conjectu.es z 


and theſe 1 ſhall not ſcruple to ſubmit to your 
conſideration, I conſider Horbid ſenſibility as de- 
pending on one of two circumſtances z on the ſtare 
of the ſentient extremities of the ne rves, or on the 
condition of the nervous fluid, I cannot help think- 
ing, that electricity may have ſo:ne influence on 
both. It will affect the ſtate of the extremities, 
Aa | | in 
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in as far às it acts as a ſtimulus to moving fibres. 
It will affect the Rate of the nervous fluid, as every 
ſtimulus; applied to the extremity of the nerves, 
muſt'communicate its effects to the origin. And, 
by this means, it may alter the ſtate of action in 
the brain in general, or, at leaſt, in that part of 
the brain furniſhing ſecreted fluid to the nerves 
motbidly affected. For, I am diſpoſed to think, 
that the brain is to be conſidered not as one ſe- 
creting organ, but as a collection of ſecreting or- 
gans, And that the fluid feparated at one time, 
which is conveyed into different nerves, may not 
poſſeſs the ſame general properties. 

It was in expectation of ſuch effects that I 
thought of employing it with the preſent patient. 
When I firſt directed it, however, I had ſome i- 
dea that the, pain might alſo, in ſome meaſure, 
depend on a ſpaſmodic affection; and it was on 
this account, that, as an antiſpaſmodic, I ordered 
the tinctura fuliginis. But, from the pain being to 
ſome degree conſtant, and from the patient not 
complaining of any particular ſenſe of ſtricture, 


Was, at laſt, led to drop this opinion; and, as the 


tinctura fuliginis oecaſioned ſickneſs at ſtomach, 
] omitted it, employing the electricity alone. Here 
it may be proper to obſerve, that I employed e- 

; lectricity 
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ledricity in the way of ſparks only, as it is in this 
manner that it exerts, pringipally, its action on 
the extremity of the nerycs, amd this was the cf» 
fect chiefly wanted in the preſent eaſe. Even. 
the firſt trials ſeemed to produce ſome good ef- 
fect; and, from continuing it for the ſpace of a 
fortnight only, ſhe ſwallowed eaſier than ſhe had 
done for fix months before. She became, how- 
ever, at this time, affected with periodical eom- 
plaints, from wind in her ſtomach. This, how- 
ever, I confidered as merely an accidental eir- 
cumſtance, and unconne@ed with the diſeaſe al- 
ready mentioned. Yet, I thought proper to order 


[ for this complaint a mixture of the tinctura aroma- 

- tica, with peppermint; water, which, in a ſhorttime 
1 was attended with the deſired effect; and, by 
, the continuance of the electrieity, the patient is 
n now entirely free from any difficulty in ſwallow- 
d ing, inſomuch that 1 have not thought it ne- 
0 ceſſary to continue it any longer. As, however, 
ot ſhe ſtill complains of ſome fixed pain, I have or- 
$3 dered friction of the parts, externally, with cam- 
he phorared oil, which, 1 hope, may ſoon remove it, 
ch, But, as this patient lives at a conſiderable di- 
cre ſtance, and is now gone to her own habitation, 
le- 


it is doubtful, whether we ſhall, after this, hear 


much 


much with regard to her. This, probably, will 
only happen if there be a return of the affection, 
And, it T hear nothing to thc ' contrary, I think, I 
may infer, that the « continues in health, ; 
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This patient, after returning to her huſband's 
houſe, which was at-the diſtance of ſeveral miles 
from Edinburgh, continued for a ſhort time the 
friction with the camphorated oil, The fixed pain 
gradually went off, and to a no vecaſian to 
ple any other ene | 


CASE XVI. 


Obſervations on a Caſe of Paralyſis, treated by E: 
einein. 


— 8 a boy aged ſix, admitted 

February 18. 1777, is affected with al- 
moſt the total loſs of the power of motion of his 
right band. His right leg is alſo much affected, 
in a ſimilar manner. The hand and foot are 
5 ſomewhat 


> 


el 


ci 


8¹ 
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ſomewhat incurvated ; but the ſenſation of the 


parts affected is not much diminiſhed; His pulſe - 
is natural, his belly rather bound, and his appe- 


tite ſomewhat impaired, 


lle has laboured under theſe paralytic ſymp- 
toms for near five years paſt. He was, at that 


time, affected with ſmall pox, and ſoon aſter 


with the chincough and meaſles, Theſe diſeaſes 


were very fevere ; and to theſe ſucceeded the 
preſent affeRion, which has continued, with 
very little variation, ever ſince, 

For the removal of the preſent complaint he 
has uſed no medicines, | 

Accipiat, ter in ' ſeptimana, ictus cleliricus qua- 


tuor ad gradum ſecundum, et eliciantur ſcintillae 
efefricae e latere dextro. 


March 1. T he electricity has been regularly 


continued, and he moves both his leg and arm 
with greater eaſe fince it was begun, And his 
mother thinks that the affected arm is now ſome- 
what more plump and full than it was before the 
electrical ſparks were drawn from it. 
Continuetur electricitas, fed accipiat ſingulis vi- 
tibus ictus electricos ſex ad gradum tertium. 
March 8. He now moves his arm with much 
greater facility than formerly. Continuetur elec- 
| tricitas, 
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tricitas, et accipiat ictus ofto ad ü tertium 


1 ingulis vicibus, 


March 15, He comtinges $6 to recover, gradually, 
the power both of his arm and leg. Continuetur 


electricitas, et accipiat ictus e 4 ref 
terti UM, 


* *x I 7 ” 


March 22. Continues daily to gain x more power 


of motion in his arm. And he walks both with 


much greater eaſe and firmneſs than before. Con- 


tinuetur electricitas, et accipiat ictus quindecem ad 
gradum tertiun. Eras 7g 
March 29. Continues to recover. Continue- 
tur electricitas, ut antea. . 
April 5. Continues to recover. Continuetur 
electricitas. 7 855 . 


April 12. Continues to recover both firength and 


motion in the affected fide, and feels no incon- 
venience from the electricity. Continuetur, et ac- 
cipiat fi agulis vicibus ictus quindecem ad gradum 
quartum. 


Obſervations delivered apr I 9. 


| The caſe of this patient affords us an evident 
e of à diſcaſe with regard to which 
there is no room for doubt. In the affec- 
| tion 


ti 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 191 


tion to which this patient is ſubjected, we 
have an evident inſtance of paralyſis. With 
this patient the power of motion merely is diminiſh- | 
ed, and the ſenſibility very little affected; while, 
at the ſame time, the circulation is, in a great 

meaſure, in its natural ſtate in the affected part; 
and theſe parts are very little, if in any percep- 
tible degree, waſted. At the ſame time, howe- 

ver, the extent of the diſcaſe is by no means in- 
_ conſiderable, For here, both the leg and arm of the 
right ſide are affected to an equal degree; and, 
as this loſs ot motion is not accompanied with a 
want of ſenſibility, which is the only thing that 
could ſhew evidently an affection of the other 
parts of the ſide, we may conclude that the diſ- 
eaſe extends to the other parts alſo, and that the 
paralyſis is really what may be called Hemiplegia. 

By ſome, hemiplegia is conſidered as a ge- 
nus of diſeaſe by itſelf. But, if the term is at all 
to be uſed, it may, I apprehend, with greater 
propriety, be employed for diſtinguiſhing a par- 
_ ticular ſpecies only of palſy. 

In the preſent caſe you will readily od 
that, both for giving a prognoſis, and for conduc- 
ting the practice, ſeveral queſtions are ſuggeſted. 
And one of the firſt and principal in the preſent 

| inſtance 


* 
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inſtance is, whether the loſs of motion proceeds 
from an alteration of the condition of the me- 
dium which conducts ſenſe and motion, or of the 
channels by which that medium is conveyed ? 
On the ſuppoſition that the latter is the caſe, it 
is to be conſidered, whether it depends on ero- 
ſion, compreſſion, or any other cauſe? And, ſup- 
poſing compreſſion to be the cauſe of the ſymp- 
toms, whether that compreſſion be at any part 
in the courſe of the nerves, or at their origin ! 
My conje ure reſpecting the preſent caſe is, that 


the cauſe is of a complicated nature. Here the 
diſeaſe ſeems evidently to have derived its origin 


from a long continued ſucceſſion of preceding 
affections. This patient was attacked with the 
ſmall-pox, meaſles, and chincough, ſucceeding 
each other at very ſhort intervals; and by theſe 
he was left in the preſent fituation, Probably, 


this {tate has been rather occaſioned by their ha- 


ving given riſe to compreſſion, than by any other 
means. That this compreſſion, however, does 
not act on the nerves, in their courſe, is ſuffici- 
ently proved from the extent of the diſeaſe. It 
would ſeem, that the operation is confined: to one 
hemiſphere of the brain. And there, probably, 
it acts as altering the ſtate of ſecretion by that 

| hemiſphere; 
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hemiſphere or, in other words. giving a con- 
dition of action of that hemiſphere, furniſhing a 
net vous Wal vith laß un the natural degree of 
mobility? Ward „to 

This en with hat to 0 20 of the 
paralyfis; in the preſent inftance, would not lead us 
to a favourable prognoſis, eſpecially when, with a 
patient, at a period of life when the conſtitut on is 
fubjected to ſo muny changes, it has already ſubſiſt · 
ed for ſeveral years. By natural means, however; 
the compreſſion, if it do exiſt, may yet be removed. 
And, if this be effected from a reſtoration of a 
due action of the brain, the diſeaſe may be com- 
pleatly cured. But; Even without this, dy arti- 
ficial means; it may yet admit of being alleviated. 


_ And, it is with ſuch a view, that | have put the 
pfreſent patient in the uſe of electricity. For I 


imagine that, although the cauſe of the complaint 
remain, yer the action of the brain may be ſo 
far altered, as to give; at leaſt, à greater degree 
of mobility to the nervous flu d than it has at 
preſents And this 1, wiſh to efſe &, both by ſhocks 
acting upon the ſyſtem in general, and by {parks 
drawn from the affe ed parts giving a peculiar 
ſtimulus to the extremity of the nerves, and from 
thence to be communicated to their origin. 

Bb Our 


* 
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Our patient has now continued electticity 
for ſome time, and it bas unqueſtionably been 
ſo far productive of good effects. The arm 
has even, in ſome meaſure, changed its ex- 
ternal appearance. It is ſomewhat mote plump 
and full than formerly, and with this, has 
recovered a conſiderable degree of motion. 1 
may, however, obſerve, that the motion is as yet 
by no means compleatly recovered, and that the 
progreſs was greater at firſt tban it has been for 
ſome time paſt. „Mrs n, homo on 

Notwithſtanding what has been done; ow: 
_ there is ſome reaſon to fear that the preſent 
is one of thoſe inſtances here, although, from 
the firſt appearances there were flattering, hopes, 
yet the electricity will not be ſuſſicient entirely. to 
remove the diſeaſe. I cannot ſheip thinking, that 
this, in ſome meaſure, corroborates my conjecture 
reſpeQimg the compreſſion of che brain being the 
original cauſe; for ſuch compreſſion electricity 
canfiotiteadily remove. And, while this compreſ- 
fion remains, although the action of the / hemi- 
ſphere of the brain affected may be, in a great mea- 
ſure, yet it cannot be entirely reſtored. If; however, 
he continue to attend regularly, I ſhall yet be 
diſpoſrd to uſe this remedy for ſome length 
0 18 of 
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of time, and that, too, without any other mode 
of cure being conjoined with it, principally, that 
I may ſee what, can be done in this caſe by elec- 
tricity alone.” If, however, I find, that it makes 


no farther progreſs, I have next thoughts of re- 


commending an iſſue in the neck, by which 
there is ſome chance at leaſt of removing ſerous 


compreſſion from the brain. And, indeed, if 
the compreſſion be of any other kind, we can 
hardly now expect a' removal of it. The pre- 
ſent is alſo a caſe where ſomething may be ex- 
pected from ſternutatories. But, I confider the 
patient as at too early a period of lite for a trial 
of any ſtrong medicines of this kind. And the 


fame circumſtance is alſo an objeQion to a mer- 


curial courſe, In caſe of the failure of the means 
already ſuggeſted, then I ſhall probably diſmiſs 
this patient, recommending it to him to make 


trial of other remedies when he is better able to 
bear them. 


Sequel. 


The electricity was continued for a few weeks 
longer, and the patient was then diſmiſſed, with- 
out any other medicine being uſed. His com- 


plaints were not entirely gone, but very conſide- 
rably relieved. 


CASE - 
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Fine 


1 


Obſerrations on a Caſe of Diarrhoea, attended 


with bloody wake treated Wes different Aftrin- 
ds | | 


— 3 a woman aged fifty, admitted 
March 7. 1777, is affected with frequent 
dejections of focculent matter in a diluted ſtate. 
The ſtools are ſometimes ſtreaked with blood, 
and attended with pain in her bowels. She al- 
ſo complains ef teneſmus. and flatulency ; and 
ſhe is frequently affected with headach, When 
ſhe uſcs vegetables in food, ſhe obſerves, that, 


for the moſt part, they are diſcharged undigeſted. 


Her pulſe is natural, and her appetite unimpair- 
ed; but ſhe is affected with thirſt, particularly 
during the night; and her ſkin feels more dry 
than natural. Her tongue, however, is moiſt. 
She has had no menſtrual Mn for theſe ſix 


years paſt. 


Her preſent cli began - about” nine 


months ago, and ſhe imputes them to cold. She 
| 0479115! ue 
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bas taken many: medicines, but ſhe: has 4 
very httle relief from thgem. 
-'Þ [nfufe Faponici wncias ſex, 
Laudani Liquidi guttas quadraginta. | 
Syrupi ſimplicis unciam unam. M. Capiat 
unciam unam omni note hora fomni, nec nam 
924 capiat omni mane Decocti REY 
uncias quatuor. I 
March 22. Has taken her eden aw 
from which ſhe feels no uneaſineſs at ſtomachs 
Her ſtools are now lefs frequent, and ſhe is leſs. 
affected with teneſinus than formerly, Ihe mat» 
ter diſcharged does not now contain any mixture | 
of blood; but ſhe ſtill. Giſcharges: meh l. me. 
Continuentur medlicame nta. '1 


April 5. She has taken no elne for theſe | 
eight days paſt, and her loaſeneſs is now as fre- | 
quent as it was before. Thete is a very: great 
diſcharge of ſlimy matter, but no blood. Her 
pulſe is about eighty in the minute, but with fre- 
quent intermifhons, which, however, do not oc- 
cur regulaily. She is affected with much thirſt; 
and, although her dogg be lean, yet it is more 
dry than formerly. 

Intermittatur Decoctum Compebenſe,. Continu- 
etur Infuſum Japonicum, ut antea. Et . 
| B Pulveris 
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x Pulveris Rhri ſcrupulum unum 


Magneſiae Albae een M. Capiat 
doſin hora octava matutina ee die- 


Sur e n c 
April 12. She bis gi 3 looſe . 
but ſhe has diſcharged almoſt no ſlime ſince ſhe 
began the powders. And ſhe is in ather reſpeQs 
eaſier. Continuentur medicamenta. b 
April 19. Her looſe ſtools have been rather 
increaſed in frequency, for ſome days paſt, and 
ſhe complains of being more affected with lick- 
neſs at ſtomgch. 

Intermittuntur medicamenta. Et 

B Laudani liquids guttas ſexaginta. 

Tincturae Rhei uncias quatuor. 

19111 10) Syrups fimplicis uncias duas. M. Capiat 
N AK ſemuncium omni nocte hora ſomni. 
April 26. The looſeneſs is een abated 

ſince ſhe began her mixture. 

» Continuetur miſtura ut antea. 
Obſervations delivered May 16. 

The diſeaſe of this patient, with reſpect to its 

name, may be the ſubjc& of ſome diſpute lt is 


not, however, ſo much from any difficulty reſpec- 


ting its nature, as from the different ſenſes in 
nnn | which 
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vbich the ſame terms have been adopted. There 
are ſome who conſider gripes, teneſmus, and 
bloody ſtools, as conſtituting a dyſentery. And, 
in this ſenſe, we would neceſſarily beſtow that ap- 


pellation on the preſent affection. By the term 


Dyſentery, however, 1 wouid wiſh to underſtand 
a particular febrile affection, depending on a ſpe- 
cific contagion... Of ſuch an affeQion, in the 
preſent caſe, there is no room for entertaining 
any ſuſpicion. And, in the ſenſe in which I 
would adopt the term, I have little difficulty in 
pronouncing the diſeaſe of the * patient to 
be a Diarrhoea. | 

The thirſt, and 3 ain which bon 
occur, are the natural conſequences of a ſe- 
rous diſcharge from the ſyſtem ; while teneſ- 
mus and bloody ſtools, as far as they do oc- 
cur here, are merely the effects of an abraded 
ſtate of the inteſtines, The want of the men- 
ſtrual diſcharge for theſe fix years paſt, is to be 
conſidered as the natural ſtate of the ſyſtem ; for, 
it is to be obſerved, that, before this diſcharge 
ceaſed, our patient had arrived at her forty- fourth 
year, a period, before which, it is not unfrequent 
that women ceaſe to menſtruate. 

In the hiſtory of her diſeaſe, there is indeed one 
| circumſtance, 3 would lead ſome to conſider the 


affection 
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affection as being ſome what complicated; that is, 
the ſtate in whieh vegetable matters are diſchatged 
by ſtool. We art told, that; hen theſe are ems 
ployed in aliment, they come off undigeſted. 
This has been, by many, confidered as conſti. 
tuting a particular genus of diſeaſe; and; in moſt 
noſological ſyſtems, it is diſtinguiſhed by the title 
of Lienteria. I apprehend, however, that it is 
improperly conſidered as a ſcparate genus; and I 
cannot help thinking, that Doctor Cullen has 
followed the beſt plan in conjoining it with the 
diarrhoea. The preſent inſtance even affords ar- 
guments for ſuch a conjunction; for here the 
lienterical affection holds only in a partial man- 
ner; and, although the diarrhoea' be of long 
ſtanding, this tymptom has never —_—_ to any 
5 

Reſpecting the termination of this caſe, I am 
not entirely without apprehenſion. I cannot, in- 
deed, as yet, ſay, that it has had any confiderable 
influence on the ſyſtem. ' The patient is neither 
greatly weakened, nor, to appearance, of an ex 
hauſted habit. It has, however, already ſubliſt- 
ed for ſome conſiderable length af time, and du- 


ring that period, has reliſted the eflccts of vari- 


Ous 
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ous medicines z of the nature of theſe, indeed, 
we have. not been able to receive information z 
but there are many reaſonable grounds for pre- 
ſuming, that they have not been the leaſt power- 
ful. Since ſhe came under our care, various 
articles have been uſed, without the effect of 
producing much change on her complaint. And, 


with regard to this diſeaſe, it may be obſerved, 


that it is one which is apt to become habitual to 
the ſyſtem. When this is the caſe, there is both 
preater difficulty in the cure, and greater cau- 
tion is requiſite, as ſudden means of checking it 
are often followed by diſagreeable conſequences. 
In ſuch a caſe as the preſent, therefore, the 
object is to bring about rather a gradual. than a 
ſudden cure; and, in attempting this, in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, many remedies, we are told, have 
been employed. Here, after the diſeaſe has been 
of ſo long continuance, there is little reaſon to. 
ſuſpe&, any particular cauſe affording i irritation, 
by which action may be induced, or, at loaſt, if 
ſuch ! irritating cauſe exiſted, I could not imagine 
it of that nature which could be removed by 
att. 1 
In the preſent inſtance, then, 1 cots the 
diſcaſe to be the effect of an increaſed n- 


C. e to 
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to action, and augmented ſecretion by the inte- 
ſtines; at the ſame time, this augmented ſecre- 
tion does not ſeem to be the effect of increaſed 
determination tothe inteſtines. For, of this there 
is no eyidence from the ſtate of the pulſe, of heat, 
or any other circumſtance. I would, therefore, 
upon the whole, conſider the affection before us 
as principally proceeding from a relaxed and ir- 
ritable ſtate of the inteſtines. And the cure of 
it muſt depend on medicines capable of reſtoring 
their proper tone, which will have, at the fame 
time, the effect of diminiſhing their irritability. 
This laſt is an end which is moſt immediately 
obtained, at leaſt, by ſedative medicines. And 
theſe, in the preſent affeQion, may be produc- 
tive of good conſequences. It is, however, to 
be obſerved, that although, as J have already ſaid, 
I do not ſuſpe& any particular irritation to ſub- 
fiſt conſtantly here; yet ſuch may be occaſionally 
generated. And, from the ſtate of the bowels 
now deſcribed, I may naturally ſuppoſe there 
will occur a remarkable diſpoſition to acidity, of 
which, accordingly, at different times, evident 
indications have appeared, | 

It is on theſe general principles that I have 
already had recourſe to the different medi- 
eines which have been uſed with this patient 
ſince 


AS. gr i» wy a an 
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ſnce ſhe came under our care, particularly, to 
to Lignum Campeachenſe, the Succus Japo- 
ponicus, and the Rhubarb, as aſtringents and 
tonics; 3 to Magneſia as an abſorbent, and to the 
liquid Laudanum as a ſedative. From all theſe 
the patient has obtained, at leaſt, a temporary re- 
lief. And they would probably have had more 
effect, if ſhe had continued to take them regular- 
ly without intermiſſion. | From inattention in this 
reſpect, however, after her complaints were ſome- 
what abated, ſhe had again a ſevere return. But 
lince that, by the, uſe of rhubarb, conjoined 
with a ſmall proportion of liquid laudanum, they 
are again conſiderably abated. And if, under 
this, ſhe continues to recover, I ſhall not think 
of changing i We. | 
If, however, the looſcneſs ft continues ob- 


ſtinate, © It is my intention to try, with this 


patient, a medicine which I have uled but Jit- 


tle, that is, the Gum Kino, an aſtringent from 


the vegetable kingdom, which has not yet 


found its way into the greateſt part of the mo- 


dern pharmacopoeias, And what I think indeed 
ſomewhat ſtrange, it has not even a place in the 
Pharmacopoeia Suecica, which I conſider to be 
the beſt Pharmacopoeia yet extant. Upon the 
authority, however, of trials related by Doc- 

| tor 


| 

| 
| 

| 
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tor Fothergill, which are publiſhed in the Lon. 
don Medical Obſervations, it has had a place 
in the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia z and, as it is 
found fo make a very elegant tinQure, I have 
thoughts of trying it in that ſtate, Should this 
alſo fail, however, I have thoughts of employing, 
with this patient, the Peruvian bark, at the ſame 
time, conjoining it with a ſmall proportion of an 
opiate z and, from one or other of theſe means, 
I am diſpoſed to hope for a good effect. I muſt, 
however, obſerve, that, in the removal of the 
preſent affection, much depends on carefully avoid- 
ing exciting cauſes, And, by cold producing a de- 
termination to the inteſtines, or by acrid matter 
ſupporting irritation there, every other meaſure 
will be rendered abortive, I conſider, therefore, 


the cure here as depending more upon atten» 
tlon and regularity, on the part of the patient, 


Am on . nealure which we can employ, 


Sequel, 

Under the uſe of the mixture, with the tinc- 
ture of rhubarb, this patient's looſeneſs continued 
conſiderably diminiſhed. And her attendance 
at the Diſpenſary was ſoon afterwards diſconti- 
nued, without any other medicine being tried. 

CASE 
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CASE XVII. 


Obſervations on a Caſe of Venereal Gonorrhoea ; 
with an Inquiry, whether Gonorrhoea depends 
on infectious Matter of the ſame kind with that 
which produces Syphilis, or on an infectious 
Matter f a different kind. 


— KR —, in the forty-third year of his 

age, admitted March 25. 1777, is affected 
with a diſcharge of whitiſh viſcid matter from the 
urethra, He complains alſo of much ardor u- 
rinae, and is affected with a light degree of phy- 
moſis, The inflammation attending it, however, 
is but very inconſiderable, and the prepuce little 


thickened, He is alſo frequently troubled with 


ſtrangury. Pulſe and heat natural, belly bound. 
He firſt perceived the running ' about a fort- 


night ago. The other fy n have ſince ſu- 


pervened. 8 - 
He abies his diſcaſe to venereal infection; 3 


but he is not certain of the particular time at 
which he received it. 


He 
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He has taken no medicine except a gentle 
purgative, from which he thinks he derived ſome 
relief, | 

R Pulveris Salis Nitri, 

Gummi Arabic, ſingulorum ſcrupulum 
unum. M. f. Pulvis quater in die ſumendus. 

April 5. The running {till continues. The heat 
of urine is much as before; and he thinks that 
there is rather more ſwelling and inflaumation 
at the point of the penis. 

Continuetur Pulvis Nitraſus, ut antea, fed 
capiat cras mane, Salis Glauberi drachmas decem 
in Aquae ferventis uncias ſex ſolutas, Et iterum 
repetatur talis dofts mane die Jovis. 

April 12, The falts operated well; and the 
ſwelling and inflammation at the point of the pe- 
nis is conſiderably diminiſhed. He is alſo leſs 
affected with the ardor urinae; but the running 
ſtill continues. 2 medicamenta, et 


capiat omni veſpere et mane pulveris Corticis Peru 


viani | ſemidr achmam. 
April. 19. The running is confiderably abated 


ſince he began the uſe of the Peruvian bark ; 
and he is now but little affected with the ardor 


urinae, Continuetur Cortew Peruvianus, ut anteu. 


Obſer- 
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Obſervations delivered April 23. x 5 


ReſpeQing the diſcaſe Ich which this patient 
is affected, there is no room for entertaining any 
doubt. There can be no heſitation in pronoun- 


cing that, when he came under our care, he was 


affected with a gonorrhoea virulenta, or that pe- 
culiar diſcharge from the urethra which! is the 
conſequence of venereal infection. This, in the 
caſe before us, occurred i in the moſt ſimple ſtate, 


without any appearances indicating an affection 


of any other kind. And, if it be not now 
entirely removed, - it is, at leaſt, i far relieved, 
that it is productive of very little 3 inconvenience 
to him, I will not, indeed, from this, pre- 

tend to ay, that the diſcharge | may not yet con- 
tinue for ſome time. Yet, I apprehend, there 


can be no doubt in pronouncing | A favourable 


prognoſis, And, indeed, without farther ApPear= 


<£ <2 


neceſſary ; j or, at leaſt, I ſhould | imagine, that i it 
is only hereafter requilite, that the patient ſhould 


manage himſelf with a proper degree of caution 
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reſpecting regimen. 5 


In tlie treatment of this kale, H i have hot em- 
ployed many medicines ; and, at tlie fame time, 


theſe 


% 
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theſe were chiefly meant with the. intention of 
| | obviating ſymptoms." Although I am diſpoſed to 
| | think, that ſome of them have had a tendency to 
q | produce a radical cure; yet, I look on the re- 

covery to have been more the work of nature, 
| This, you will obſerve, was a treatment very dif- 
Wl | ferent from what 1 ſhould have been obliged to 
1 | follow i in any caſe of the Syphilis. This natural- 
1 ly leads us to the conſideration of the queſtion, 
[| How far Gonorrhoea and Syphilis are, as has ge- 
nerally been ſuppoſed, to be conſidered as diffe- 
rent modifications of the ſame diſeaſe ? 

It has lately been the ſubjeQ of debate, Whe- 
ther the human race arc ſubje& to one venercal 
JI diſcaſe only, or to two different affections? This 
1 queſtion, I had lately occaſion to mention; but, 
[| at that time, I could enter no farther into the 
It controverſy, than barely to point out the general 
| heads on which the diſpute i is founded. I hope, 
I} | | however, that no > apology i is neceſſary for taking 

a more full view of what 1 then ſaid upon this 
vn ſubje& ; eſpecially, as it may be conſidered as a 
1 | queſtion which is not merely a matter of ' ſpecula- 
| | tion, but connected with practice. And, if I ſhall 
1 be able to render it probable, that the diſeaſes 
Wl | are, in reality, different, it will, at oſt be a 
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comfortable reflection for thoſe labouring under a 


gonorrhoca merely, to think that they are not from 


thence liable to be affected with ſyphilis. Iam, in- 
deed, far from imagining, that any thing I can ſay 


upon this ſubject will afford ſatisfactory evidence 


that the diſcaſes are in reality different. Vet, I muſt 
on, after conſidering this queſtion, Lam, of the 


two, rather inclined to this opinion. And I ſhall 
now preſent you with, the arguments by which I 
am led to adopt this ſentiment. Before mention- 


ing theſe, however, it i is neceſlary to take notice 
of what i is ſaid 1 in ſupport of the oppoſite doctrine, 
and to endeavour to. refute, or, at leaſt, to invali- 
date theſe arguments. In ſupport of the opinion 


that the virus in gonorrhoea and ſyphilis are 
the ſame, many arguments are advanced. The 


four following, however, may be conſidered as 
thoſe on which the principal ſtreſs has been laid. 
I. It is obſerved, that both gonorrhoea and ſy- 
philis are very generally conſequences of the ſame 
remote cauſe, that 1s, communycation, with an in- 
fected female. 


2. It is aſſerted, that, fon a ſingle inſtance 


of expoſure to infection, a patient will be ſubjec- 


ted to both the diſcaſes. | 47 
gi 0 end e err 
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23. It is maintained, that, from the fame female, 
and at the fame time, one ſhall be affected with 
ſyphilis, and another with gonorrhoea. 


And, 4. It is contended, that an affe tion, be- 
ginning as a gonorrhoca, will, in confequence of 
improper treatment, be converted into fyphilis. 

Theſe arguments muſt, at firſt ſight, appear 
to be very convincing ; and, if they be well 
founded, to the full extent here mentioned, 
they would neceffarily eſtabliſh the doctrine 
of the two. diſeaſes depending on the ſame 
infectious matter. On accurate examination, 
however, they will, J apprehend, by no means 
be found fo concluſive as in general imagined, 
Admitting ſome of them to be ſtriftly true, the 
concluſion by no means follows, that the matter 
of gonorrhoea and ſyphilis are the fame ; and, 
reſpecting the others, it will not be denied, that 
there is, at leaſt, room for deception. 'Fo evince 
this, however, it is neceſſary to take à more par- 
ticular view of them. | 

That both diſeaſes, in by much the greateſt 
number of inſtances, at leaſt, proceed from the 
ſame remote cauſe, cannot be doubted ; and, 
with males, they may be conſidered as prineipally, 
if not even ſolely, derived from infection commu- 


nicated by ſome female. This, however, is by no 
| means 
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means a ſufficient proof that both of them are of 
the ſame nature. And, indeed, this may be con- 
ſidered as merely a conſequence of both diſeaſes 
being chiefly feated in the organs of generation. 
But,'it is not more unnatural to ſuppoſe two dif- 
ferent Kinds of infectious matter, particularly ac- 


* ting on theſe organs, than one. And this is no 
ell more an argument that the matter of the gonor- 
d, thoea and ſyphilis are the fame, than might be 
ine uſed to prove that the matter of the ſmall-pox and 
me itch are the ſame. For, while the two former diſ- 
on, eaſes are chiefly obtained in conſequence of con- 
ans | ta, by the organs of generation, the two latter 
ned. chiefly ariſe from contact by the ſurface. From 
we the remote cauſe, then, nothing farther can be 
— inferted than that both gonorrhoea and ſyphilis 
and, ate the effect of actual contact. And contact is 
11 capable of inducing both ſyphilis and gonorrhoea, 
_ when the matter is applied in other ways than by 


application to the organs of generation. Where- 
ver the matter of the ſyphilis is propetly applied 
to abſorbents, as from fuckling an infected child, 
or from cutting a finger in opening a bubo, or 
the like, a ſyphilis is produced. Application of 
the matter of the gonorrhoea in any other man- 
ner than by the organs of generation, is not ſo 
frequent. 
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— ——— — IE 2 2 


212 MEDICAL CASES 


frequent. But, in proof of this alſo, there are, 
I apprehend, ſeveral facts which can hardly be 
diſputed, An ingenious gentleman, a ſtudent at 
this univerſity, about twelye years ago, oftener 
than once, gave himſelf. a gonorrhoea by inocu- 


lation, that is, by applying the matter of the go. 


norrhoea to the point of the urethra on a probe. 
And, it has farther been obſerved, that the ap- 
plication of the matter of the gonorrhoca to o- 
ther mucous glands, produces from theſe a diſ- 
charge ſimilar to that which ariſes from thoſe of 
the urethra, 

This, I think, is ſufficiently e do's a 
fact, which I am well aſſured, happened in this 
city. ſome years ago. A young man labour- 
ing under a gonorrhoea, was obliged to em- 
ploy his. handkerchief for a ſhort time, to ſave 
his ſhirt. After obtaining other cloths, he im- 
prudently put the handkerchief in his pocket; 
and, without being aware of the conſequences, 


he uſed it in blowing his noſe, The effect was 
| a diſeaſe of the inſide of the noſe, and an affec- 


tion of the mucous glands there, in every reſpec 
reſembling the. gonorrhoea. From theſe circum- 
ſtances, then, it appears, that the preſent argu- 
ment is by no means concluſive ; and that the 


famencl: of the remote cauſe proves nothing 


more 
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more than that they are both the effect of con- 
tact. r | ; - ; 
2dly, In proof of the matter being the ſame in 


both diſeaſes, it is contended, that, from commu- 


nication with an infected female for one time on- 
ly, both diſeaſes are often the conſequence. This 
aſſertion I cannot pretend to deny; but it is far 


| from proving the matter to be the ſame, and, in- 
deed, is perfectly reconcileable with the idea of 


their being different. If the female be affected 
with both diſeaſes, which is often the caſe, the 
patient is equally expoſed to both. It is, there- 
fore, no more a proof that the matters of the ſyphi- 
lis and gonorrhoea are the ſame, than would be 
afforded of the ſameneſs of the matters of ſy- 
philis and variola, if both theſe infections ſhould 
be given by the ſame perſon, at the ſame time. 
And there is no doubt, tbat this has happened 
in ſeveral inſtances. 


No one, however, is, fi from this, diſpoſed to 


imagine that there is any ſimilarity in the mat- 


ters. of theſe diſeaſes. And, indeed, when we 

conſider the condition of thoſe by whom venere - 

al infection 1 is, in general, given, upon the ſuppo- 

ſition that the matter of the two diſcaſes are dif- 

ferentFit can, by no means, ſeem ſtrange, that 
; | . both 
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both infections fhould be cotanunicated at the 


| ne time, 


As a third argument in kappbit of this 155 
. it is contended, that from the ſame female 
one man will be affected with ſyphilis, and ano- 
ther with gonorrhoea. Of this you will hear of 
many inſtances . and, at firſt ſight, the argument 
muſt ſeem convincing. On accurate examination, 
however, ſuch inſtances will be found to be much 


leſs frequent than is in general imagined. In the 
greateſt number of cafes, there is little cer. 


tainty from whence the infection is derived. It 


is commonly aſcribed to the moſt recent ſu- 


ſpicious expoſure. When we attend, howe- 


ver, to the lurking nature of the diſeaſes, it will 


appear, that, in this, there is much room for fal- 
lacy. It is well known that che ſyphilis will of- 


ten appear at intervals of months after the infec- 


tion has been communicated, 1 have known 
this alſo ſometimes happen with regard to the 
gonorrhoea, Some years ago, I had occaſion to 
treat one inſtance of venereal gonorrhoea, where 
the diſeaſe had not the ſmalleſt ſymptom of 
ſyphilis, and where it made its firſt appearance 
at the end of four months from the time of any 
poſſible infeRtion, From theſe - Eg 

then, 
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then, there is room for doubting the ſounda + 
tion of this argument, even when it is moſt poſi- 
tively afferted. But, even admitting it to be 
true, that two different diſcaſes may be thus 
communicated. to, different males by the fame 


female, yet this proves nothing, as it is by no 


means incompatible with the ſuppoſition of the too 
matters being different. The female may as pra» 
bably have been ſubject to both diſeaſes as to 
one only. And there is no difficulty in ſuppo- 
ſing that ſhe had been the means of communica- 
ting one to each, Had ſhe alſo been fubject to 
the iteh, a third might have caught that infec- 
tion, a fourth might have eſeaped without any 
diſeaſe, while a fifth might have had a conjune- 
tion of all the three. Even admitting, therefore, 
the aſſertion on which this argument is built to 
be no rare occurrence, yet it by no means proves 
that the matters of ſyphilis and W 


are of the ſame nature. 


The 4th and laſt argument which think is 


neceſſary to anſwer, is, that an affeQion which 


begins under the form of gonorrhoca, will, in 
conſequence of i improper treatment, be convert 
ed into a ſyphilis. Could this be eſtabliſhed, 
would unqueſtionably prove the ſameneſi of the 


matter in both; and you will meet with many 


practitioners 
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practitioners who will poſſibly affirm that they 
have ſeen it. Here, however, there is more 
ground for deception than is commonly imagi- 
ned; and, on ſuch deceptions, the aſſertion ſeems 
to have been founded. It is commonly alledged 

to be the effect of aſtringents, injeQed at an ear- 
y period of the diſeaſe. And it is not to be re- 


fuſed, that, from an improper adminiſtration of 


theſe, bad conſequences often reſult. In ſome inſtan - 


- ces, they induce very conſiderable and obſtinate 


inflammations. In others, and that more frequently 
too, they give riſe to ſwelling of the teſticle, 
Neither the one nor the other of theſe appear- 
ances, however, are to be conſidered as ſyphilitic 
ſymptoms, but as merely the effe& of inflamma- 


tion, induced by a ſudden change in the ſtate of 


circulation; and, accordingly, they. are cured by 
the uſe of antiphlogiſtic regimen, and medicines. 
It is not to be denied, indeed, that there 
have been caſes where ſyphilis has ſucceeded 
gonorrhoca. But this as frequently happens, 
| wien the gonorrhoea, has been treated in the 
"moſt judicious. and cautious manner, as when it 

has. been precipitately cured... Nor is it neceſſa- 
ry for the explanation of this fact, that we ſhould 


adopt the ſuppoſition of the two diſcaſes depend- 


ing 


* 
* 


18 
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ing upon the ſame matter, as it is very eaſily ex- 


plained on the ſuppoſition of the patient's having 
received both infections, one of which, for ſome 


time, had remained latent. And this circumſtance, 


we have already obſerved, frequently happens 
where only one diſeaſe has been communicated. 

Theſe I take to be the chief arguments addu- 
eed in ſupport of the opinion, that the matter gi- 
ving the infection of the gonorrhoea and ſyphilis 
are of the ſame nature. And, from the exami- 
nation of them, it appears, that they are by no 
means ſo. concluſive as is in general imagined. 
After endeavouring, therefore, to refute, or, at 


leaſt, to invalidate the proof of this hypotheſis, I 


come next to conſider the ſecond ſuppoſition, by 
which itis contended.that the matter of the ſyphilis 
and gonorrhoea are in reality eſſentially different. 

The arguments brought in ſupport:of this hy- 
potheſis are drawn from various ſources, but 


chiefly from the following:: 


1. From the hiſtory of the och of the 
two affections in different countries, 


2. From the phaenomena which they exhibit. 


3. From the method of cure by which each 
Is: moſt xeadily overcome. 


Ee | I. The 
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| 1. The hiſtory of the two affeQions affords 
many circumſtances which corroborate the opi- 
nion of their depending on matter eſſentially dif- 
ferent. This particularly appears from their pro- 
greſs in Europe and other countries in to which 
they have been imported. It is very generally allow- 
cd, that, whether the diſeaſes be in reality the ſame, 
or of a different nature, both of them are but of a 
recent date in Europe. Of late, indeed, an ela- 


borate treatiſe has been written by Mr Sanches, 


one of ihe phyſicians to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, to 
prove that the venereal diſeaſe was not brought 
from America, But, notwithſtanding what he 


bas ſaid to the contrary, I am ſtill inclined to be- 


leve, that neither ſyphilis nor gonorrhoea were 
known till the diſcovery of America. The ſub- 
ject of the firſt appearance ot venereal complaints 
in Europe has been more laboured by Dr Aſtruc 
than by any other writer. He has been at the 
utmoſt pains in collecting facts upon this ſubje&t. 
Upon his authority, it appears, that both diſeaſcs 
did not appear at the fame time in Europe, but 
that the ſyphilis had been obſerved many years 
before the gonorrhoea was known, 
"This, it may farther be remarked, has not been 
_ peculiar to Europe, but has held alſo of other 
| quarters 


ſes 
but 
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quarters of the globe to which the ſyphilis has 


been carried from Europe. The ſyphilis, for in- 


ſtance, was very ſoon imported into China; but 
we have the authority of Dr Aſtruc for alerting, 
that, at the time when he wrote, gonorrhoea was 
but a very recent diſeaſe in that country. Probably, 
as being a leſs obſtinate affection, it was, from the 
length of the voyage, very generally cured before 
reaching that country: Or, at leaſt, though a 
running, in ſome degree, remained, yet the viru- 

lence might be overcome. | 
Theſe facts are corroborated by an obſervation 
of ſtill later date, that is, the importation of the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe into the iſlands lately diſcovered inthe 
South. Seas, particularly Otaheite. It is certain that 
ſyphilis was unknown there till theſe iſlands were 
viſited by the late circumnavigators. And, it is 
yet a matter of diſpute, whether the firſt commu- 
nication was by the French or Engliſh ; for they 
were viſited by both nations pretty nearly about 
the ſame time, and each nation ſeems willing to 
throw the odium of introducing it upon the o- 
ther. But, by whoever it was imported, it would 
appear, that they carried there one diſeaſe only. 
am informed, by a gentleman whoſe accuracy 
may be relied upon, and who viſited that iſland 
| | along 
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along with Captain Cook, in his laſt voyage, that, 
at that time, the gonorrhoea was ſtill unknown 
to them.. This, however, we could hardly ſup- 
poſe to be the caſe, did both. difeaſes depend on 
the ſame infectious matter. Thus, then, from 


the hiſtory of tlie progreſs of theſe diſeaſes, there 
are ſeveral circumſtances which would lead to the 


ſuppoſition, that a peculiar infectious matter is ne- 
ceſſary for giving each; and, that the infection 
producing the one, will not give riſe to the o- 
ther. | | 

Thee ſecond ſet of arguments are drawn from 
the phaenomena of the diſeaſe. Among. theſe, 
there are many particulars pointed out, which 
give a preſumption that the matter of ſyphilis 


and gonorrhoca are eſſentially different. It is 


obſerved, that the ſyphilis, when neglected, uni- 
formly increaſes in violence, and, if it be not arti- 
ficially removed, it will univerſally terminate in 
the death of the patient. The gonorrhoeca, on 
the other hand, has no ſuch progreſs. It is even 
a diſcaſe which, after running a certain courſe, 
has a natural tendency to cure, And, in many 
| Caſes, if the patient lives moderately, and avoids 


cauſes inducing inflammation, a natural cure will 
ſoon take place. Many praQitioners are ſo much 
convinced 
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convinced of this, that they reckon medicines in 
this diſeaſe unneceſſary, or merely direct ſuch as 
may pleaſe and amuſe the patient. I am far, 
however, from contending for the propriety of 


this practice to its utmoſt extent. I hold the 


uſe of ſome remedies to be, in many caſes, of the 
utmoſt confequence. But till it muſt be allow- 


ed, that, in other caſes, they may be negleQed, 


without any great danger; and, in general, the 


negflect is productive of no other effect than that of 


rendering the preſent ſymptoms more uneaſy, 
and more tedious. There can, therefore, be 
no diſpute, that, in as far as reſpects the progreſs 
of the affections, the phaenomena of the diſeaſes 
are eſſentially different. ; 

A ſecond circumſtance from the phaenomena 
of the diſeaſes marked out as demonſtrating a dif- 
ference, is, that the infectious matter of ſyphilis 
uniformly produces ſyphilis, and the infectious 
matter of gonorrhoca as conſtantly produces 
a gonorrhoea. TI have already, indeed, obſerved, 
that, with regard to the matter giving infec- 
tion in ordinary caſes, we are, in general, in the 
dark. Few are fool-hardy enough to expoſe 
themſelves where they are certain of the ex- 
iſtence of either diſeaſe. But, where the complaints 

| of 
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of the perſon” giving the difcafe are afterwards 


known, it is very generally obſerved, that, whe- 


ther it be ſyphilis or gonorrhoea, the perſon infec- 


ted receives the ſame complaint, Dr Boerhaave | 


has poſitively” aſſerted, that he never knew any 
one with the gonorrhea alone give the ſyphilis ; 
and he was, perhaps, as accurate an obſerver on 
this ſubje& as any one either before or fince his time, 
In general, it is as certain that one gonorrhoea i 18 
the conſequence of another, as that ſmall- pox 
gives the fmall-pox. No one was ever infected 
with a gonorthoea from cutting a finger on open- 
ing a bubo ; nor one was ever infected with a gonor- 
rhoea from ſuckling an infant affected with ſyphilis, 
Beſides, in no inſtance where tht gohorrhota was 
received by innoculation, or intentional applica- 
tion of the matter to the point of the urethra, by 
way of experiment, has any fymptom of ſyphilis 
ever appeared, It would ſeem, then, that each diſ- 
eaſe is an uniform confequenice of a particular in- 
fectious matter; and whenever we are certain of 
what nature that is, we may alfo be cettain of 
the diſcafe which will follow. 

A third particular from the phaenomena con- 


firming the difference between the matter in the 


two difcaſes, is drawn from the difeaſes remain- 
ing 
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ing ſo frequently ſeparate; It muſt, indeed, be 
allowed, that they are, in many inſtances, conjgin- 
ed; yet, in by much the greater number of caſes, 
each runs its coprſe, without the leaſt appearance 
of the other. It has, indeed, ſometimes been 
ſaid, that gongrchoea has been converted into 
ſyphilis : But it has never even been, alledged, 
that the ſyphilis has been converted into à go - 
norrhoea, We would naturally expect, how- 
ever, that ſuch an alternation ſhould frequently 
happen, were the infectious matters the fame. 
We would naturally expect, that, when the mat- 
ter of the ſyphilis acts on almoſt every other part 
of the ſyſtem, it ſhould, by action on the penis, 
induce a running. This, however, is not obſer- 
ved to happen. Hence, while there is ſo great 
reaſon for believing that it is applied, we are led 
to infer, that, in its nature, it is different from 
that giving riſe to a gonorrhoea. 

It has indeed been alledged, that, in ſome in- 
ſtances, gonorrhoea gives riſe to ſyphilis. I 
have, however, pointed out ſeveral circum-, 
ſtances leading to ambiguity in this reſpect; and 
it is at leaſt certain, that there are even but few 
Inſtances in which it can be pretended that this 
happens; eſpecially if ue make a proper diſtinc- 


tion 
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tion between real ſypilitic ſymptoms and thoſe, 
fuch as ſwelling of the teſticles, and the like, 
which are the mere conſequences of an obſtruc- 
ted diſcharge, and which are in no degree vene- 
real. But, were che infectious matter in the two 
diſeaſes of the ſame nature, inſtances of the one 
_ ariſing from the other could neither be rare nor 


ambiguous. And, indeed, in every. caſe where 
gonorrhoea exiſted, ſyphilis ſhould follow. In e- 


very inſtance of gonorrhoca, infeQious matter is 
neceflarily applied to an innumerable multitude 
of lymphatic abſorbents on the glans penis. lt is 
certain, however, that, in by much the greater 
number of caſes; there is no inconvenience from 
thenee ; and, inninety-nine, at leaſt, of an hundred 
inſtances, there is no appearance of-ſyphilis, I can 
only ſuppoſe this to happen, however, in conſe- 
quence of one of two circumſtances: Either this 
matteris incapable of being abſorbed, or, although 
| abſorbed, it is innocent; whichever ſuppoſition 
we adopt, it leads us to conclude, that the matter 
of the ſyphilis . gonorrhoea are e a dif- 


fer ent. 
The third and aſt ſet of arguments are thoſe 


drawn from the method of cure. It is certain, 
that the remedies by which the one is overcome, 


arc 


. , 
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are eſſentially different from theſe curing the o- 
ther. Formerly it was, indeed, the practice in 


every inſtance of both diſeaſes, to employ mer- 
cury. And, perhaps, where there is reaſon to 


apprehend that a ſyphilitic taint has been com- 


municated at the ſame time with gonorrhoea, 


this is the moſt prudent courſe. But, it is be- 


yond diſpute. certain, that, for the cure of gonor- 
rhoea alone, mercury is not neceſſary ; and, it is 
even to be doubted if it be uſeful. The cure is 
more readily effected by more ſimple medicines. 
There can be no doubt, on the one hand, 
that the treatment ſerving to remove gonor- 
rhoea, is by no means fitted for the cure of 
the ſyphilis; and, on the other hand, that the 
treatment ſuited for the cure of ſyphilis, is not 
calculated for the removal of gonorrhoea, 
Of this there is undoubred evidence from attend- 
ing to the caſes of thoſe who are unfortunate e- 


nough to labour under both diſeaſes at the ſame 
time, Where this happens, recourſe is uſually 
had to the-means of curing the ſyphilis, as being 


the affection from which the greateſt immediate 
danger is to be dreaded, and from the continu- 
ance of which there is moſt to be apprehended. 
Under this treatment, indeed, the gonorrhoea 
will, very generally, be diminiſhed ; but this di- 
Ff 
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minution takes place in no greater degree than 


would happen from the ſame length of time a- 

lone, conjoined with the antiphlogiſtic regimen, 
And the cure of the gonorrhoea is by no means 
in proportion to the influence which mercury 


has in healing chancres, diſcuſſing bubos, or re- 


f moving other ſyphilitic ſymptoms. | Beſides, in 


very violent inſtances of the ganorrhaea, it is 


obſerved to be uninterrupted in its courſe, or e- 


ven increaſing in ſeverity, during the uſe of mer- 
cury to a great extent, While, at the ſame 
time, this mercury proves effectual in removing 
the ſymptoms of ſyphilis. Thus, then, there is 


no room to doubt, that, with reſpect to the me- 
thod of cure, at leaſt, the two diſeaſes by no 


means agree. And this, it muſt be allowed, is 
no inconſiderable evidence that the two diſcaſes 
ariſe from infectious matter, of a nature eſſenti. 
ally different. | 

From all theſe circumſtances taken together, 1 
cannot help thinking, that this opinion, which! 
have now endeavoured to ſupport, is, at leaſt, 
in ſome degree probable. 

Lam far, however, from imagining that what 
I have now thrown out will, by any means, at- 
ford conviction. I offer the preſent « obſervations 


rather 
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rather as the ſubje& of future reflection, than as 
a ground for preſent deciſion z and, I ſhall be 
glad, if theſe obſervations ſhall lead you to ex- 
amine facts with attention; for, I apprehend; 
that it is by this means alone that the preſent 
controverſy can be finally determined. 

I muſt, however, conclude, as I have already 
obſerved, that, from every view which l have 
been able to take of this matter, I am inclined to 
conſider the diſeaſes as eſſentially different. And, 
on this opinion, the practice in the inſtance be- 
fore us proceeded, Of this, then, it next fol- 
lows, that we ſhould offer a few obſervations ; 
and, as we ſhall not probably again ſee much of 
this patient, we may now offer ſuch remarks as 


are ſuggeſted. 


In this caſe, before the patient came under 
our care, the diſeaſe had been nearly of a fort- 
night's ſtanding ; by this, therefore, I was pre- 
cluded from trial of ſuch practices as might be 


| ſuppoſed to operate either by diſſolving the mu- 


cus, to which the infectious matter adhered, or 
by diſcharging, it from increaſing the ſecretion. At 
the time when this patient came under our care, 
the inflammatory ſtage of the diſeaſe might be 
conſidered as nearly about the height. I thought, 

therefore, 


therefore, that it ought, at firſt, to be the principal 
object, to mitigate this. The ſymptoms, however, 
were not in ſuch a ſtate as to require, with this in- 
tention, any great evacuations. And, I apprehend, 
that the more evacuant medicines can be avoided 
during the inflammatory ſtage of the diſeaſe, the 
leſs danger there is of the continuance of a run- 
ning for any great length of time. 

It was on this account, that, at firſt, I had nei- 
ther recourſe to bleeding nor purgatives. But, 
beſides injoining the antiphlogiſtie regimen, 
1 directed, merely as medicines, the uſe of 
diluents and refrigerants. With the laſt in- 

tention, I employed powders of Nitre with Gum 

Arabic; with the firſt, the infuſion of Lint- 
feed. From theſe, 1 hoped, in ſome meaſure, to 

diminiſh the general impetus of circulation. [ 

concluded, however, that they would ſtill have 
more effect as counteracting the heat of urine; 
and, by this means, would obviate the moſt ur- 
gent ſymptom, the ſtrangury ; for, I concluded, 
that this was ſolely: the effect of the ſtimulus of 
the urine: on parts, the ſenfibility of which was 
augmented; and this J expected to diminiſh 
from ſcathing the acrimony of the urine by the de- 
mulcent quality of the Gum Arabic and Lint-ſced. 

| But, 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 229 


But, I expected ſtill more from increaſing the 
proportion of the watery to faline parts, by the 
introduction of diluents into the ſyſtem, and by 
the diuretic powers of the Nitre, 
From theſe practices, however, I did not reap all 
the good effects which I expected; and the ſtate of 
the inflammation at next report, was ſuch, that 
I reckoned it neceſſary to obtain a depletion of 
the ſyſtem by cathartics. With this view, I had 
recourſe to one of the refrigerant kind, the ope- 
ration of which I reckon moſt certain, the Sal 
Glauberi. From this, with the continuance of 
the former courſe, the ſymptoms of inflamma- 


tion ſoon diſappeared. And, when there remain- 
ed no ſymptom of any conſequence but the run- 
4 ning, I conſidered the ſtate of the veſſels to be 
1 the great object of attention. With the view of 
5 reſtoring to their former vigour, the ſecreting or- 


gans in the urethra, the powers of the ſyſtem 
themſelves are often fully ſufficient, And, un- 


F leſs either where the diſcharge is exceſſive in 
= point of quantity, or where it runs on to a very 
* great length, it is neceſſary, perhaps, to do but 
il little. Where remedies are requiſite, many may 
hl be had recourſe to. And what I reckon amongſt 
ed. the moſt powerful of theſe, are cold bathing and 
ut, aſtringent 


Fl 
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aſtringent injections. I did not, however, look 
upon either to be requiſite in the caſe before us. 
1 bad, therefore, recourſe to one which may, I 
apprchend, be. more frequently employed with 
ſafety, that is, Peruvian bark; and which, under 
proper adminiſtration, is not without very conſi- 
derable effects. To the extent, indeed, in which 
it was here given, I could not expect very great 
benefit from it. But, when exhibited early in the 
diſeaſe, all that is requiſite is, that it ſhould be 
given in a ſparing manner; for, unqueſtionably, 
it has ſome tendency to remove a diſpoſition to 
inflammation; and, in ſome particular conſtitu- 
tions, the running is even ſo ſuddenly checked 
by this, as to give riſe to uneaſy ſymptoms, par- 
ticularly a ſwelling of the teſticles. On this ac- 
count, I began the patient with the uſe of it, to 
the extent of a dram only every day. It was, 
however, my intention; if circumſtances ſhould 
require or permit it, afterwards to increaſe the 
„„ 
I cannot, with great confidence, affirm, that 
the Peruvian bark had here any remarkable 
good effect, but, at leaſt, it was productive of no 
bad conſequences; and I muſt own, that 1 am 


diſpoſed to refer to it the diminution of the run- 
1 ning 
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ning which ſoon afterwards happened, And I 
am now diſpoſed to think, that, unleſs from im- 
prudent management on the part of our patient 
himſelf, his co:nplaints will in no long time haye 
a favourable termination. 


Sequel, 


It was not found neceſſary to increaſe the 
quantity of Peruvian bark given to this patient. 
And, as his ſymptoms diſappeared, his attendance 
at the Diſpenſary was ſoon diſcontinued, | 


A8 E Xn. 


Obſervations on Hydrocephalus of the Cranjum, 


A — R——, admitted the 11th of 


4 April 1777, near three years of age, 
is affected with a conſiderable enlargement of 
the cranium, which has a monſtrous appearance. 
The head meaſurcs in circumference, taken a 
little aboye the eyes, about twenty - eight inches, 


and 
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and from ear to ear, along the courſe of the fa. 
Sittal ſuture, it meaſures near ſixteen inches, 
The whole upper part of the head is ſoft and e- 
laſtic, and nothing reſembling bone can be felt 
for a ſpace of ſeveral inches in diameter. The 
ſame feel is alſo diſcoverable in the courſe of moſt 
of the ſutures, particularly in the back part of 
the head, about the angle of the lambdaid ſuture, 

Her mother thinks that ſhe is alſo affected 
with total blindneſs, The pupils of her eyes are 
very much dilated, and cannot be contracted by 
the action of light, while, at the ſame time, there 
occurs an almoſt conſtant ſtrabiſmus. 


She is unable to walk or ſtand, neither has ſhe 
ever been able to articulate z but, at times, ſhe | 
uttters uncommon ſhreiks, She has frequently 


been obſerved to pick her noſe and to grind her 
teeth. e n 
Her pulſe beats above an hundred ſtrokes in 
the minute; but the heat of her ſkin is nearly 
natural; her appetite is voracious, and ſhe drinks 
much. T9, 1 
. More than two years ago, ſhe was ſeized with 
a fever, attended with convulſions, in a very ſe- 
vere manner. From that time, her head has 
been obſerved gradually to enlarge, and all the 
other 


0 


L 
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other ſymptoms have ſupervened. At the time 
of her birth, there was nothing uncommon in 
the appearance of her head. Her mother is in- 
clined to attribute her diſeaſe to the fever, and 
ſhe knows no other cauſe to which it can be af- 


| ſigned. 


A great variety of medicines have been tried, 
with a view to the removal of her complaint, but 
without producing any diminution of the fize of 


her head, or a mitigation of any of her other 


ſymptoms, 


Applicetur emplaſtrum veſt catorium inter ſeapu. 
las, et poſtea fiat fonticulus ope I. epyſpa- 


ſtici; nec non 
R Tincturae Jalappae ſemunciam. 
Syrupi Simplicis uncias duas. 
M. Capiat Cochleare parvulum omni ſemi- 
hora donec ſupervenerit catharſis. Et repeta- 
tur talis dofis bis in ſeptimana. 


April 19. There was a very copious diſcharge | 


of water from the bliſter ; but, notwithſtanding 


the application of the iſſue ointment, it is now 


perfectly healed. The mixture purged her briſk- 
ly, and her belly ſtill continues open. 

Applicetur iterum emplaſtrum veſicatorium inter 
ſcapulas, ut antea ; ſed intermittatur miſtura. 
„ Ober- 


— — ̃ 2 — — nw ee —— — — 
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| Obſervations delivered Fune 3, 


This patient, for ſome time paſt, has not been 
brought to the Diſpenſary, probably from the 
place of her reſidence being at the diſtance of 
ſome miles from Edinburgh. Had ſhe continued 
regular in attendance, ſhe would rather have af- 
forded us an opportunity of marking the progreſs 
of her diſeaſe, than of her cure. Reſpecting the 
nature of the affection to which this patient is 
ſubjected, there is no room for any doubt. From 
the firſt vie w of her head, the diſproportion which 
it bore to the reſt of her body could not fail to 
ſtrike the moſt inattentive obſerver. 'While, at 
the ſame time, in this enlargement, the face, un- 


leſs in as far as it is formed by the bones of the 


cranium, had evidently no ſhare, That part of 
the head, however, which, in a natural ſtate, is 
occupied only by the brain, was here augmented 
to a very great degree, | 

Such, an affeQion, though not every day to be 


met with, yet, upon the whole, can hardly be 


reckoned an unfrequent occurrence with infants, 
inſomuch that there are alſo two others ſubjected 
to the ſame diſtemper at preſent under our care 

; | CY as 
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as Diſpenſary patients. Such enlargements are 
univerſally found, on diſſection, to ariſe, not from 
any morbid inereaſe of the natural contents of 
the cranium, but from a dropſical affection. And 
that the caſe before us affords a ſtriking inſtance 
of the hydrocephalus, can admit of no doubt. 

Under this general term, however, very diffe- 
rent affections are comprehended. And, per- 
haps, there is no affection in which the ſymptoms 
are more varied, from the ſeat of the water. 
Practitioners, in general, divide this affection in- 
to Hydrocephalus externus and internus. By the 
laſt, they underſtand thoſe inſtances where the 


vater is depoſited within the ventricles of the 
brain. By the firſt, all thoſe caſes where the wa- 


ter is exterior to the brain itſelf. - If we examine 


the noſological ſyſtems, however, we will find 


that the definitions in all of them, except that of 
Mr Sagar, apply only to the external. And his 


definition is a very vague one, for it is no more 


than that the hydrocephalus is a dropſy of the 
head, | ; 

All the definitions into which the enlargement 
of the head enters as a charaQterizing ſymptom 
of the diſeaſe, will by no means apply to the hy- 
Crocephalus internus, in the ſenſe in which we 
| | | would 
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would adopt the term. And this ſymptom of 
enlargement of the head enters the definition of 
all the other noſologiſts. By hydrocephalus in- 
ternus, we would underſtand that diſeaſe which 
is ſo accurately deſcribed by Dr Whyte, that 
few practitioners who have read his work with 
attention will be at aloſs todiſtinguiſh it, after it has 
made a certain progreſs. Although, indeed, in its 
carlier ſtages, it is a diſeaſe of a moſt inſidious 
nature, and, till very lately, we may, perhaps, 
ſay, that it was not underſtood, This I the ra- 
ther mention, as the terms hydrocephalus inte- 
rior and exterior are employed by Mr Sauvages 


in a ſenſe different from that in which they are 


commonly underſtood. By hydrocephalus inte- 
rior, he means thoſe caſes where the water col- 
lected within the cranium diſtends and opens the 
ſutures, as in the inſtance before us. By the 
exterior, he means thoſe caſes in which a mere 
anaſarcous affection occurs partially to the in- 
teguments of the head. 

From theſe different ſenſes of the ſame term, 
difficulties may ſometimes ariſe, F apprehend it 
would not only be the means of avoiding confu- 
ſion, but would even farther ſerve ſome good 
| purpoſe, at leaſt, in the prognoſis, if the affection 


were 


cr 
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were divided into three ſpecies. Theſe, indeed, 
properly ſpeaking „ Are, per haps, to be conſider- 


ed rather as diſtiuct genera than ſpecies: Atleaſt, 


if, as in other parts of the body, we ſuppoſe ge- 

nera to be conſtituted by the cavity in which the 

water is effuſed. Theſe I would diſtinguiſh by 

the following term: | 

1. Hydrocephalus of the 1 when the 
water is ſituated within theſe cavities. 


J 2. Hydrocephalus of the cranium, when it is 
| fituated between the brain and ſkull, 
- 3+ Hydrocephalus of the integuments, when 
3 it is ſituated totally exterior to the ſcull. 
$ That the inſtance before us is of the ſecond 
- kind, can admit of no doubt. And, although this 
- be leſs. rapid in its progreſs than the firſt kind of 
c hydrocephalus, that of the ventricles, it is, per- 
e haps, not leſs mortal. It has even been diſputed 
e whether there be inſtances of recovery in any 
n- caſe, To this opinion, however, I cannot agree; 
for, I am perſuaded, that I have witneſſed more 


than one inſtance of recovery from the hydroce- 
phalus of the ventricles ; and. if this be the caſe, 
I will not be diſpoſed to think that it may not 
occur with regard to the hydrocephalus of the 
cranium, 


Some, 
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Some, however, are fo much perſuaded of the 


fatal tendency, even of the laſt, that they adviſe 
no. meaſures to he taken during the courſe of it. 
They imagine, that if theſe have any effect, it will 
only be to haſten the death of the patient. I 
wuſt then look upon the caſe before us, from the 
nature of the affe&ion, to be of a yery dange- 


rous tendency; and there are ynqueſtionably 


but faint hopes of cure to be entertained in caſes 
much more favourable than the preſent ; for, it 
is here to be obſerved, that the diſeaſe is not 
merely charaQeriſed by the enormous increaſc 
of the ſize of the head. Though it has not given 
riſe to all, yet it has produced ſeveral of the ſymp- 
_ toms ariſing from the hydrocephalus of the ven- 
tricles, ſuch, for example, as the ſtrabiſmus, or 
peculiar ſquinting, the dilatation of the * and 
loſs of ſight. 

There is no doubt, that, in the preſent inſtance, 
as well as in an hydrocephalus of the ventricles, 


theſe are the effects of compreſſion on the brain. 


And to the ſame cauſe we may alſo refer ſeveral 
other appearances in the caſe before us, particu- 
larly the inability to uſe the legs, and the want of the 
power of articulation, although the child be now a- 
bove two years old. To theſe, I think, we may add, 
with 
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| with reſpect to the intellectual facultics, as far, at 


leaſt, as they can be judged vi, at ſo early a pe- 
riod of life, that there occurs, if not abſolute idi- 
dtiſm, at leaſt a very conſiderable degree of it. 
For, of this, I apptehend, we had ſufficiently 
ſttotig evidence in the wild ſhrieks ſhe emit- 


ted, From all theſe particulars, then, taken to- 


gether, we may conſider, that the affection in the 
inſtance before us is in a very advanced ſtate ; 
and, indeed, it has ready ſubfiſted for near the 
ſpace of two years, 


I muſt, however, remark, that I have known 
inſtances of longer duration, and where the head 


had increaſed to a greater ſize, where the ſame 
appearances were not induced. And Ihave ſeen 


a child farther advanced in life, with a much 


larger head, who could not only articulate, but 
was even extremely talkative. It would appear, 
then, in the inſtance before us, that the progreſs 
of the affection, as deſtroying the powers of the 
ſyſtem, had been great even for the time for 
which it had ſubſiſted. And, without a cure, or, 
at leaſt, ſome alleviation of the complaint, there 


is little proſpect that ſhe will hold out much 


longer 0 
Beſides 
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Beſides what 1 have already mentioned, there 
is another circumſtance to be taken into account 
in giving a prognoſis in all ſuch caſes as the pre- 
ſent, that is, the cauſe to which the affection may 
be referred. And from this, as far as it goes, I 
would, in the preſent caſe, rather draw a favour- 
able judgement as otherwiſe. Often the diſeaſe 
begins without any perceptible cauſe, in which 
| caſe, there is reaſon to dread that it has its origin 
in the conſtitution. It is often a diſcaſe not ſu- 
pervening after birth, but born with infants ; a 


__ circumſtance which {till farther demonſtrates that 


it has its origin in the habit itſelf, But, in the 
caſe before us, the diſeaſe was neither congenial, 


nor without an obvious cauſe ; at leaſt, the 


affection was attributed to a fever and convulſions 
with which ſhe was attacked about two years ago. 
From that time the head was obſerved gradually 
to enlarge. It is true, indeed, theſe may be ſu- 
ſpected to have been the conſequences of the at- 
fection upon its firſt attack; and there is no 
doubt that the firſt ſtage of the hydrocepha- 
lus of the ventricle is marked by a fever. But, 
as jt is never obſeryed to be a ſymptom of the 
hydrocephalus of the cranium, we may canclude 
that it was not ſo in the preſent inſtance, And, 

a3 
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as dropſical affections, in getiera', are often a con- 


ſequence of fever, we may infer, that this took place 


in the inſtance before us. But, allowing the diſ- 
caſe not to be original, but acquired, and the 


cauſe, of the affection obvious, whateyer; founda- 


tion theſe. circumſtances might give for a favour- 
able prognoſis in other inſtances, they can afford 
but little ground for it in the preſent. For, after 
the occurrence of ſymptoms indieating the affec- 
ton of all the more important functions, a reco- 
very would indeed be very extraordinary. 


This, however, is, J apprehend, no ſufficient 


reaſon why we ſhould- not give trial to meaſures 
for cure. For, I hold, that even in the moſt de- 
ſperate caſes, patients, while they will ſubmit to 
treatment, are nat to be deſerted. In ſuch de- 


ſperate caſes, I confider a practitioner as warrant- 


ed even to make trial of doubtful remedies; 
And, even where he does not chuſe to empioy 
ſuch, there is, perhaps, no inſtance vin which 
meaſures may not be taken, which, without dan- 
ger of any prejudicial conſequences, have, at 
leaſt, a proſpect of affording ſome relief. On 
theſe principles, then, I proceed to ſpeak of the 
cure in the caſe before us. It is evident, that, as 
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in other dropſical affeQions, there are here two 
great objects to be had in viey. 
1. The evacuation of * water already collec- 
ted within the cranium. | | 
2. The prevention of future accumulation. 
Here, as in other caſes, all the different modes 
of diſcharging the water may be referred to two 
heads, natural or artificial outlets. The former 
unqueſtionably furniſhes us with the moſt ſafe, 
the latter with the moſt effectual mode of evacu- 
ation; that is, by means of theſe, we can, ar leaſt, 
draw off the water, whatever may be the future 
event of the diſeaſe, | It muſt be allowed, how. 
ever, that, in this affection, ſome of the artificial 
modes are very doubtful. Among theſe, I may 
mention what, .of all others, is the moſt certain, 
that is, the a into the cavity containing 
the water. 0 
Reſpecting the propriety 5 this operation, very 
oppoſite ſentiments are entertained by the moſt 
eminent moderns. Some repreſent it as a mode 
of cure not only free from danger, but never to be 
neglected. Others conſider it as a certain means 
ot precipitating the death of the patient. From 
my own experience on this ſubject, I can ſay no- 
thing. I have never either directed this opera- 


tion 
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tion to be performed, or ſeen it tried undet the 
direction of any other. I muſt own, however, I 
ſhould not entertain from it any ſanguine hopes 
of ſucceſs. At the utmoſt, we can look for no far- 


ther benefit from it than from tapping inthe aſcites: 
That is, it ſerves merely for producing evacuation 
of the water, and not for preventing the return F 
and it is {till matter of diſpute how far, even in 


aſcites, tapping is of any great advantage. Some | 


of the moſt eminent praQitioners in London, in- 
deed, have lately recommended early tapping, in 


very high terms; but, I am well affured, that e- 


ven thoſe who were once the ſtrongeſt advocates 
for it, are now much leſs fond of it than former- 
ly. While others, and theſe too of the firſt emi- 
nence, condemn it very ſtrongly in every in- 
ſlance £3: Þt ee eee | 
If, however; evacuation by an outlet of this 


nature is exceptionable. in aſcites, it is ſtill more 


ſo in hydrocephalus of the cranium. For, it is 
well known, that, in the aſcites, even the greateſt 
inconvenience wilt ariſe if the diſcharge is not 
compenſated by due preſſure. Hence, before pro- 
per bandages were invented, it was given as a 


conſtant direction, that, in aſcites, the whole wa- 
ter ſhould not be drawn off at once, but at diffe- 


rent 
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rent times; and, if it is to be attempted in hy- 
drocephalus, the ſame injunction muſt be obſer. - 
ved. For here, from the ſtate of the matter form- 
ing the cavity, viz. the bone, preſſure cannot have 
any effeQ, or, if the intervals berwixt the ſutures 
may admit of this, yet it cannot have influence 
in an equable manner. Notwithitanding all theſe 
objections, however, when other remedies are in- 
effectual, and where the diſeaſe is evidently on 
the increaſing hand, it is to be conſidered as gi- 
ving the only poſſible chance of a recovery. And 
tho', as the chance is unqueſtionably a bad one, 
it is never to be enforced; yet it ought, I appre- 
hend, in ſuch cir cu ſtances, to be propoſed. 
Perhaps there are few caſes where the evident 
concurrence. of circumſtances require it more 


manifeſtly than in this before us. But, to the o- 


peration, an unfurmountable objection is the mo- 
ther's dread at the thought of it. By this, there- 
fore, we were here determined to try what might 
with ſafety be done by other artificial or natural 
outlets. We have an artificial outlet, not only to 
appearance leſs formidable, but in reality leſs 
dangerous, in that which is excited by bliſters, 
eſpecially when theſe are continued in form of 


itſelf, 


an iſſue. From theſe, applied even to the head 


elf, 
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itſelf, there is leſs to be apprehended than in the 
hydrocephalus of the integuments, and more to 
be expected than in the hydrocephalus of the 
ventricles. Here, however, I choſe to give the 
preference to the application of them in the neigh-. 


bourhood of the head, which, while it is produc- 
tive of nearly the ſame advantages, would ſeem 


yes alarming. | FL | 
It was my intention to have ſupported the diſ- 
charge, by the uſe of epiſpaſtic ointment, But | 


although, from the bliſter itſelf, there was a very 
copious evacuation, yet, by the iſſue ointment, 
the diſcharge was not ſupported, - probably from 
want of a proper application, Perhaps, howe- 


ver, it is a matter of doubt, whether from this 


there is any real diſadvantage. For, if there be 
not an equal, yet, at leaſt, there is a very 


conſiderable _ diſcharge obtained by repeated 
| bliſters. And to ſuch repetition I had here re- 


courſe, What has been the effect of it, howe- 
ver, I have not ſince learned. But, beſides bli- 


| Rers, I employed alſo a mixture, with tincture of 
Jallap, which I hoped would operate as a briſk 


purgative, This I directed as an evacuant of 


water by a natural outlet. But, as of this I ſhall - 
have more occaſion to ſpeak in other caſes, I ſhall | 


lay 
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lay nothing of it here. And of my future plans 
with this patient, I need make no obſervations, : as 
we ſhall not e ſee her WO 


e 


This patient did not return to the Diſpenfary j 
and, as her reſidence was at the diſtance of ſeve- 
ral miles from Edinburgh, I have never been 
able to learn the event of the caſe. 


1C 68,2, XL, 


Obſervations on a Caſe in which there occurred a 
peculiar morbrd Senſibility of one of the Hands. 


— R—, A man in the twenty-fourth 
- year of his age, admitted April 15th 1777, 
- complains of very violent pain affecting all the 


fingers of his left hand, to ſuch a degree as en- 
tirely to prevent him from being able to move 
them. They are all drawn in towards the palm 
of his hand; and he alledges, that even the 

lighteſt attempt to extend them, occaſions the 


n * Fan. None of them are diſ- 
coloured, 


or i 


anc 
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coloured, or otherways obviouſly affected. Yet, 
even the lightcft touch gives very great uneaſi- 
neſs; ſo that, to avoid contact with other bodies, 
he is obliged to keep his hand conſtantly in a 
very large bag. In every other reſpect he is in 
good health, But the pain of his band totally 
incapacitates him from following any employ- 
ment. 5 | 

Twelve months ago he received a ſtroke on 
the metacarpal bone of the middle finger, near 
to the joint. This gave him much pain at the 
time, but produced no wound, It, however, 
prevented him from being able to extend his 
fingers for ſome time; and a few months after 
this accident, all his fingers began to contract, in 
which ſtate they have continued ever ſince. 

He has uſed warm fomentations, and a variety 
of other wedicines, without effect. 


Habeat fotum electricum per horae quadrantis 


— — — — — — — 
— 
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e ſpatium ter in ſeptimana ; et niſi exinde vehemens | 
- oritur dolor, eliciantur ſcintillae electricae e manu bh 
e fiiſtra. | - | ; | 
n April 26. He has been regularly electrified ſince y ö 
e laſt report, and the electrical ſparks occaſion ſome I bi 
\e pain in his hand; but it is not of long continu- | pi 
iſ- ance, - He is now able to move his fingers a , 
d, | | Ws 


little; 
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little but the pain of his hand, on being touch- 
ed, {till continues as before. 


Objervations delivered Fune 6. 


The caſe of this patient furniſhes us with an 
example of what I reckon a very ſingular affec- 
tion. I mult own, that I have never before met 
with any caſe which could be ſaid very nearly to 
reſemble it. Nor can 1 aſſign a place for it in 
any noſological ſyſtem. Therefore, without at- 
tempting to give any name to this diſeaſe, we 
muſt try how far we can give any probable con- 
jecture as to its nature. It is evident that the 
affeQion, whatever its nature may be, is totally 
a local one. It is confined entirely to the leſt- 
hand, and there marked merely by one ſymptom, 
that is, pain, For the contraction of the fingers 
and loſs of motion, as far as we can learn, are to 
be conſidered ſolely as conſequences of this, 
While, at the ſame time, there is no tumour, 
ulceration, inflammation, or any obvious cauſe 
from which we can ſappoſe.the pain to ariſe. It 
1s well known, however, that all pain is the con- 
ſequence ot impreſſions communicated from the 
ſentient extremities of the nerves to their origin. 
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And theſe impreſſions are varied by many dif- 
ferent-circumſtances, particularly by the ſtate of 
the ſentient extremities, and by the condition of 


the nervous fluid. With theſe, in a certain con- 


dition, the force of the impreſſion is cither totally 


taken off, or greatly diminiſhed z while, on the 


other hand; when they are in a contrary condi- 
tion, its influence is greatly augmented, inſomuch 
that an impreſſion, which uſually is capable of gi- 


ving very little, or rather no ſenſation, will pro- 


duce even an excruciating degree of pain. From 


the ſuppoſition, therefore, of ſuch a change in the 


ſtate of the nervous fluid, we may, I apprehend, 


account for the ſingular affection in the caſe be- 


fore us. 


This patient is affected with excruciating pain 
on the irritation occaſioned even by the oft 
gentle touch, or ſlighteſt attempt to motion. And 


he complains, even of conſtant pain, probably 


from that irritation which muſt ever be occaſion- 
ed by the circulation and ſuch other cauſes, 


But, while ſuch a ſuppoſition would afford 


ſome ſolution for this phaenomenon, it is {till far- 
ther corroborated by the caule inducing the af- 
fection. There can, I apprehend, be little doubt 
that our patient is right in his conjecture, in at- 

li triduting 


250 MEDICAL CASES 


-tributing the diſeaſe before us to a ſtroke. This 
ſtroke, although not fo violent as to occaſion 
any wound, produced ſuch pain as to prevent, 
for ſome time, the uſe of the flexor muſcles of 
the fingers; and, with the continuance of this 
pain, the ſenſibility ſoon aroſe to its preſent height; 
in ſo much, that he dreads the moſt diftant ap- 
proach towards his hand, even in the moſt gentle 
manner. There can, then, I apprehend, be little 
doubt, that, by the ſtroke, though no wound was 


produced, an injury was done to the ſubcuta- 


neous nerves; and that, from this, the diſeaſe is 


to be conſidered as ſolely originating. I would 


then conſider the caſe of the preſent patient to 
be one of thoſe anomalous affections of the ner- 
vous kind, to which no name can be given, and 


which is rather charaQerifed by its peculiarity, 
than by any particular ſymptoms. 
To the preſent caſe, as 1 have already obſerved, 


I have never ſeen any thing very finular. Yet, 


in the caſe of Janet Wilſon, one of our clinical pa- 
tients, during the winter-courſe, we had an affection 
which, to me, ſeemed, in its nature, ſomething to 
reſemble it. There, indeed, from the ſeat of the 
affection, I gave it the name of that genus of diſ- 
eaſe which the noſologiſts diſtinguiſh by the title 
| of 
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of Dyſphagia. But we had in her caſe, I ima- 


gine, an inſtance of difficult deglutition totally a- 
riſing from increaſed ſenſibility. And from this 
alſo, there was both a conſtant uneaſineſs, as in the 
caſe before us, and an excruciating pain on being 
touched by ſolid ſubſtances, as in the aQion of 
ſwallowing. = 

I have heard of a caſe ill more nearly debe 
bling the preſent, which is mentioned by a cele- 
brated teacher of medicine at London, in his lec- 
tures. In that caſe, without any evident diſeaſed 
ſtate, there was a pain ſimilar to the preſent, a- 
riſing from the ſecond joint of the thumb, and on 
the ſlighteſt touch the molt excruciating ſenſation 
was induced. With this patient the affection re- 


ſiſted an almoſt infinite variety of means of cure; 


and even the divifion of the nerve leading from 


the thumb had no other effect but to produce a 


change in the ſcat of it. After the nerve was 
divided, the pain began, not at the thumb, as be- 


fore, but immediately above where the inciſion 


had been made. 

What, at length, was the fate of that caſe, 
do not know, Were we, however, to form hs 
conjecture as to the termination of the preſent 
from what we ſaw of that of Janet Wilſon, I 

| ſhould 
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ſhould be diſpoſed to form a favourable judg- 
ment. And I own, that I do not here fee any 
thing which can greatly alarm us. 1 conſider 
the patient, although he be in a very diſtreſſed 
ſituation, yet to be by no means. in a highly dan- 


gerous condition. And, indeed, the nervous af- 
fections, in general, are more terrible than they 


are really dangerous. At the fame time, in a- 
nomalous caſes, a judgment ſhould never be pro- 
nounced with very great confidence; and it is 


hard to ſay what turns they may ſometimes even 


ſuddenly take, I am ſorry, however, to obſerve, 
that, whatever may be the progreſs of this diſeaſe, 
we ſhall probably have bur little opportunity of 
obſcrving it. For our patient has now diſcon- 
tinved his attendance at the electricity, and I 
have not been able to learn where he lives. If, 
however, I can diſcover his place of reſidence, I 


' ſhall reckon it worth while to attend to the diſ- 


eale, even although we may not be able to pre- 
vail upon him to make trial of any medicines, 
1 muſt, however, own I am diſpoſed to think, 
that, -without ſome artificial cure, * affection 
vill be very tedious. 

Before he came under our care, his diſeaſe had 


Pr with very little alteration, i for the ſpace 
of 
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of twelve months; and during that time it had re- 
ſiſted the uſe of various remedies. It is not im- 
probable. that all our attempts, ſhould he ever 
return to be treated here, will not be more for- 
tunate, Had he, however, continued attendance 
with us, I ſhould, at leaſt, have given a fair trial 
to different medicines, from which, I apprehend, 
ſomething might have been expected. 

Here it will naturally occur to you, from what 
I have ſaid of the nature of the diſeaſe, that! 
conſider the great object in the cure to be the 
reſtoration of proper ſenſibility to the nerves, 
The ſenſibility of the nerves, where there is no 
obſtruction to the intercourſe with the ſenſorium, 


I conſider as depending on two circumſtances 


firſt on the condition of the ſentient extremity ; 
and, ſecondly, on the condition of the nervous fluid. 
And, as I conſider the brain to be not one only, 
but a great number of ſecreting organs, I ima- 


gine the fluid may be morbidly altered in one 


nerve, while it is not ſo in another; and, Lam diſpo- 
ſed alſo to think, that, from an action on the ex- 
tremity of any nerve, the ſtate of ſecretion, at 
that part of the brain furniſhing it with fluid, may 
be altered; for, in every caſe, impreſſions on the 

| extremity 
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Extremity of a nerve are immediately \ communi- 


cated to its origin. 

On theſe principles, then, 1 coäfder the in- 
creaſed ſenſibility here as depetiding upon both 
the citcumſtances which have been pointed out; 
perhaps, however, it depends more on a change in 
the ſtate of the nervous fluid than in the ſentient 
extremity of the nerve. At leaſt, that this took 


place, with regard to the caſe to which | have com- 


pared the preſent, was evident from the uneaſineſs 
remaining after the nerve was cut, and from its 
ariſing above the inciſion. Suppoſing this, there- 
fore, to be the cauſe of the augmented ſenſibility, 
the proper ſtate is to be reſtored, both by an al- 
teration in the condition of the nervous fluid with 
which the part is ſupplied, and of the ſentient 
extremities of the nerves with which it is furniſh- 
=: g 
Thoſe who heard the obſervations which L offered 
on the caſe of Janet Wilſon, will not be ſurpriſed, 
that, with theſe intentions, I ſhould have had re- 
courſe to electricity, eſpecially as I was diſpoſed to 
imagine, that it produced ſo good effects in that caſe. 
It may, at firſt fight, indeed, ſeem odd, that 1 
ſhould have here employed, for diminiſhing mor- 
bid ſenſibility, a remedy which is known to be 
1 | | ſo 
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{o powerful an agent in augmenting it, or reſto- 
ring it when it is diminiſhed or loſt. But, I am 


inclined to believe, that theſe effects are produ- 
ced in conſequence of its altering the ſtate of ſe- 


cretion, and that, by an analogous alteration, it 
will reſtore the nervous fluid to the natural ſtate 


when it is otherwiſe affected. 
But, whatever be the principle of action, I am 


perſuaded, from facts, that electricity is capable 
of diminiſhing morbid ſenſibility. And, on theſe 


grounds, I directed it to the preſent patient. In 
a caſe, however, where, from the {lighteſt touch, 


_ exquiſite pain was induced, it was neceſſary to 


begin with the utmoſt caution. On this account, 
I began by directing for our preſent patient the 
electrical fomentation, that is, the mere charging 
his body with electrical fire. In this way of ex- 
hibition, I am of opinion that the electricity ope- 
rates as a ſtimulus to the whole ſyſtem. But it 


does not affect any part ſo immediately as if ei- 


ther ſhocks are given, or ſparks drawn from 
thence, 1t was on this account, therefore, that, 
at the fame time, | ordered that a trial ſhould be 
made whether the patient was able to have ſparks 
drawn from the extremity of the fingers of the 
left hand. Almolt contrary to expectation, I 


found 
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found, that, in this way, he was able to bear it, 
For, although it excited ſome paſa, yet that pain 
was but of ſhort continuance. 
After he had but for a ſhort time uſed the 
electricity in this manner, there was the ap- 
pearance of ſome progreſs in the cure; for, 
although the pain from the touch ſtill conti- 
nued, yet he was able to move his fingers 
a little. At this time, however, our electrical 
machine met with an accident, which neceſ- 
ſarily gave an interruption to the cure, and it 
| was not again got ſo ſoon out of the hands of 
the workman as could have been wiſhed. Du- 
ring this period, the patient called ſeveral times 
without being electrified; and, after repeated 
diſappointments, he at laſt forſook us. I muſt 
own, that I was very ſorry for this, both on his 
ou account, as I imagined that he had ſome chance 
of recovery from it, and on ours, as it prevented 
the trial which we had in view. If I ſhall ever fall 
in with him again, provided his diſeaſe is in the 
ſame ſituation, I ſhall perſuade him to renew the 
uſe of the electricity. Of other meaſures, how- 
ever, which ought afterwards to be taken, ſhould 
the electricity prove abortive, it is unneceflary 


to ſay any thing, fince there is but little proſpect 
Wy that 


ft 
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that we ſhall hereafter have any en en "a 


n this . 


3 * #. * 


As this patient never afterwards returned to 


the Diſpenſary, the future progreſs and the event 


of his caſe are not accurately known. But ſome 
of the Gentlemen who attended the lectures, met 


him ſome months afterwards in the itreet, and 


he informed them, that his complaint ſtill con- 
tinued nearly in the ſame ſtate as before. At 


that time he was under the” direction of another 


practitioner. 


7 


Obſervations on @ Caſe of Convulſio, treated with 


| the Pilulas Caeruleae. 


Sw M——, a man aged 29, by trade a 

ſhoemaker, admitted 18th of April 1777, is 
affected almoſt every evening, ſoon after going 
to bed, with convulſive motions of different parts 
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of his body, particularly of the legs and arms, 
The length of time for which theſe fits continue = 


is conſiderably varied. Sometimes they laſt for 
half an hour, ſometimes for the ſpace of an hour, 
when they, in general, terminate by inducing a 


profuſe ſweat. During the . continuance of the 


fit he is affected with dyſpnoea and vertigo. And 
for the moſt part it is attended alſo with an invo- 


luntary diſcharge by ſtool and urine, Immediately 1 


after the convulſive motions ceaſe, he, in general, 
falls aſleep, and reſts well during the night. He 
complajns, however, of being much diſtreſſed 
through the day with a ſenſe of weight and op- 


preſſion about the praecordia; and he is alſo fre- 
- quently diſtreſſed with flatulence. 


His appetite is ſomewhat impaired, and his 
belly is bound, unleſs when he uſes purgative 


pills. But his pulſe and heat are natural. 


He has been affected with theſe complaints for 
about the ſpace of three weeks. Before that, he 
was never ſubjected to any ſimilar affection; and 
none of his parents, or near connections, were e- 
ver known to be liable to any ſuch diſeaſe. 
During the fits none of his ſenſes are impaired; 
and he can ſpeak to thoſe around him, although 
not t vithout difficulty, 

He 


- 
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He imputes his affection to exceſlive drinking 
of ſtrong liquors, with which he had been fre- 
quently intoxicated toa great degree before his 


; fits began. | | | 
He has uſed” fome remedies with tak he 1 is 
5 ad and from which he has derived 
| very little, if any relief. He is at preſent in the 
in habit of taking Anderſon's pills, to ſuch an ex- 
. tent as to produce two or three looſe ſtools every 
, day. 


Intermittantur pi lulae catharticae, et 
R Laudani liquidi guttas viginti quinque. 
Syrupi ſimplicis drachmas duas. 
Aqua ment hae unciam unam. M. Fiat hau- 
4 gen Jſumendus omni nocte hora ſomni; nec 
non ſumat omni Mane pilulam Caeruleam 
unam. 

April 26. He has talęn his e as direc- 
ted, and he has had no fit for theſe ſeveral days 
paſt. But, about eleven o'clock this forenoon, 
he had a flight attack. His belly has been very 
bound ; and, in order to obviate the coſtiveneſs, 
he has bad occaſionally recourſe to the Ander- 
lon's pill, 

Intermittantur hauſtus ; continuentur pilulae Cae- 
rulae, et capiat alternis noctibus pilularum ex colo- 
He cynthide cum Aloe grana decem hora ſomni. 

May 
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May 9. He had a very ſevere fit on Wednef- 
day laſt, which began about one o' clock in the 
morning, and continued near an hour. But he 


has had no other ſince the laſt report. He is, 


however, frequently affected with ſickneſs at ſto- 
mach, and with vomiting. He has, in general, 
an caly ſtool every day ſince he began the uſe of 
the purgative pills. | 
May 10. He has had no fit fince the laſt re- 
port, and he has been but little affected with the 
ſickneſs or vomiting. But he complains much 
at preſent of pain about the region of his ſto- 
mach. Belly regular, although he has taken 
but few of the purgative pills. | | 

Intermittantur pilulae ex Colecynthide cum Aloe; 
continuentur pilulae Caeruleae, et capiat pilulam 
unam mane et veſpere. | 

May 23. He had a ſevere fit on Friday night, 
and another on Saturday, But ſince that he has 
had no return of them. 

Continuentur pilulae Caeruleae, ſed capiat pilulas 
duas omni nefte et pilulam unam omni mane. 
: May 3o. He has had no fit ſince the laſt re- 
| port. But he complains much of ſickneſs at his 
ſtomach. Yet his appetite is ſomewhat mended, 

Continuentur pilulae Caeruleae, ut antea. 


Obſer- - 
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Obſerpations delivered Fune 10. . 


The caſe of this patient is, in ſome reſpe&ts, ſin. 


- gular, and affords," I apprehend, an example of 


a diſeaſe not every day occurring. in practice. 
His diſeaſe conſiſts of paroxyſms which give evi- 
dent indication of their being of the nervous 
kind. Theſe, at their firſt commencement, were 
in ſome reſpects periodical, returning every eve - 
ning at a certain hour. This ſtate of appear» 
ances, however, was but of ſhort duration, and, in 
no long time, he was ſubject to attacks of them 
with the ſame irregularity as if they had been 
fits of the hyſterical or epileptic kind. It may 
farther be obſerved, that to hyſterical and epilep- 
tic fits; they had, in ſeveral particulars, fome 
reſemblance, And ſuch affections, it is well 
known, are, in the preſent age, by no means an 
unfrequent occurrence, 

It would neceſſarily, therefore, preſent itſelf as 
a probable ſuppoſition, at leaſt, that the diſeaſe 
ot our preſent patient may be a peculiar modifi- 


cation of either, When we examine, however, 


the caſe with attention, ſtrong objections appear 
to both ſuppoſitions. It cannot, indeed, be re- 
fuſed, that both diſcaſes put on yery various ap- 


pearances; 


* 


pearances; yet, amidſt all theſe, there are certain | 0 
charaQeriſtical ſymptoms, which, with each, are 1 
uniformly preſent, and which, whatever may be * 
the variety in the appearances, ſerve to point out fr 
the true nature of the ene 5D 
Hyſteria, in every inſtance, is attended with 1 
a peculiar affection of the alimentary canal, kc 
and with a particular ſtate of mind, the patient 80 
being ſubject to a remarkable fluctuation of ſpi- * 
rits, both in point of chearfulueſs and deſpon- of 
dency. No indication, however, either of the one * 
or the other, is to be found in the inſtance before dif 
us. The patient, indeed, as might naturally be fo 
imagined, is ſomething alarmed by the diſeaſe to . 
which he has now become ſubjected. But, by, Be 
this, the affection of mind which has been i Keg 
_ duced, approaches to the. deſponding condition p | 
attending melancholia or hypochondriafis ; and 
there are no marks of that variable ſtate of tem- ky 
per which is the concomitant of hyſteria, Here, 1 
it muſt be allowed, that affections of the alimen- 
tary canal are not entirely wanting, and that theſe 12 
alſo conſtitute, as it were, a conſtant part of pa- ger 
roxiſm: For, we art informed in the hiſtory of the 9 
diſeaſe, that the firſt attack of the fits was attended | ie 


with an irrefiſtible inclination to a diſcharge both 0 
of 10 
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of foeces and of urine. Such a diſcharge, we 
muſt ſuppoſe to be cauſed by ſome. involuntary 


muſcular action. And it might proceed either 
from the action of the containing organs, as the 
bladder and rectum; or from the action of other 
muſcles, as the abdominal ones, giving compreſ- 
hon to theſe. viſcera, On the laſt of theſe ſuppoſi- 


tions, which, of the two, is not the leaſt impro- 


bable, we have, in this caſe, no proper affection 
of the alimentary canal. But, even adopting 
the firſt to be the real cauſe of the in voluntary 
diſcharge, yet this is an affection very different 
from that murmuring of the belly, or ſenſe, of a 
ball riſing to the throat, which occurs in hyſteria. 
Beſides, although this appearance at firſt took 
place, yet it has for ſome time ceaſed; and he 
has had, even of late, ſeveral very ſevere fits, 
where there was no ſuch appearance. There can 
be no queſtion, then, that the eſſential ſymptoms 
of Hyſteria are here wanting, and that we 
muſt look for the affection under ſome other 
genus, . 


To the ſuppoſition of its being an epilepſy, 


which is an affection of the nervous kind, to 


which it has alſo ſome reſemblance, there are ſtill 
greater difficulties, | Even in the convulſive agt- 
m ; / tations 
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utions of the legs and arms, aliere! is an abvious 
diſſimilitude. There the motions are violent; 
but without rapid ſucceſſion. In the cafe before 


us they are of that quick nature which gives the 
ridiculous contorſions in the chorea St Viti. Be- 


ſides this, a {till core effential ſymptom of the 
epilepſy is here wanting; for, during the whole 
continuance of the fit, the patient retains every 
ſenſe, and can even ſpeak tolerably diſtinctiy. But, 
in epilepſy, this is by no means the caſe. The ſenſes, 
both external and internal, are manifeſtly affec- 
ted. The recovery from the fit is, in general, 
with marks of delirium, and with incoherent 


ſpeech. And, I am even diſpoſed to conſider 


the total abolition of ſenſe, at leaſt, for ſome 
length of time, as an eſſential charaſter of that 


affection. 
In the preſent ak, we. bare clonic ulm of 


voluntary muſcles, without any affection of the 


mental faculties; and I look upon it as afford- 
ing us a ſtriking inſtance of the Convulſio, ſtrict- 
ly ſo called. This affection, in different noſo- 
logiſts, you will find diſtinguiſhed by the titles of 
| Chorea, Scelotyrbe, Nieranoſos, and the like. 


But, although it be divided by ſome noſologiſts 


into ſo many genera, yet it is by no means a com- 
1767 mon 


NT | 


AND OBSE RY ATIONS. 1825 


oil complaint. 1 would not, however, be un- 
derſtood to repreſent it as never occurring. It 
is particularly known to practitioners under the 
form of what is called the Chorea St Viti; a diſ- 


eiſe in which ſuch odd motions occur, as afford, 


at the ſame time, an object of pity and of laugh- 


ter. Befides this, according to the muſcles affec- 
ted, and the mode of the affection, it puts on 


various appeatances. For the deſcription of theſe 


1 may refer you to the practical writers in gene- 


ral, particularly to Dr Sydenham. You will, 


| however, ſind a remarkable caſe of this affection 


related by Dr White of York, in a late num- 
ber of the Medical Commentaries, and, from the 
hiſtory which he gives, it will appear, that this 


affection is, in fome inſtances, much more di- 
ſtreſſing than it was with our patient. 


From the favourable concluſion of that cafe, 1 
thould be diſpoſed to entertain greater hopes of 
the preſent than I would do otherwiſe, 1 muſt, 


however, obſetye, that, reſpecting the prognoſis, 
L cannot here ſpeak with very great confidence. 


I do not; indeed, ſee any ſy mptoms which threa- 
ten imminent danger; and I have, therefore, 


endeavoured, - as much as 1 could, to quict the 


apprebenfions ot the patient, | Such 1 


Ag! however, 
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however, are, in general, the conſequence only 
of a change being, as it were, induced on the 
conſtitution. Hence, when they have once ta- 
ken place, they cannot eaſily; be removed, [ 
_ ſhould not, therefore, be ſurpriſed, if the preſent 
caſe is found to reſiſt the efficacy of medicines for 
ſome time, or even at en ball our utmoſt 
clorts;-:{ 1 14. 1 10 

Such a termination is tic — to — _ 


as there is ground for preſuming, that the pa- 
tient will continue to be ſubjected to the cauſe 


at firſt inducing the affection. For, I haye little 
doubt in adopting his o] ſuppoſition, that it was 
the effect of frequent hard drinking. This is 
generally enumerated among the cauſes of con- 
vulſio by practical authors, and is, I, believe, one 
of the moſt common. At leaſt, the only inſtance 
of proper chorea St Viti which Lever ſaw, was, 


I. apprehend, with juſtice, to be attributed to the 


ſame cauſe, And, indeed, the unſteadineſs and 
ſhaking of the hands, which very generally occur 
from hard drinking, are, perhaps, not leſs an ap- 
proach to this than to a ſtate of paralyſis. | 

- Suppoſing this to be the cauſe, it is not to be 
doubted that he will again be expoſed to it; for, 
I am informed by the tradeſman to whom this 


patient is a Journey man , that he has, of late years, 
| fallen 


alr 
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fallen very much into the habit of drinking; a 


habit which, when contracted, is not cafily relin- 
quiſhed. From this circumſtance, therefore, 1 
conclude, that the cure will as much depend up- 
on himſelf as upon any thing we can do for him. 

While he continues to attend us, however, 
meaſures may, I apprehend, be taken with ſome , 
proſpe& of ſucceſs. And, I am even diſpoſed 
to think, that the diſeaſe has already, in ſome 
meafure, yielded to the medicines employed. 

J come next, then, to explain the principles on 
which I have hitherto proceeded, in what 1 have 
already done, and briefly to ſtate the futgre objects 
which I have in view. | 

I conſider all muſcular action to be the effect 
of nervous influence, whether the motion in that 
fluid be excited by the action of a ſtimulus, by 


the power of volition, or by any other means. I 


would then place the proximate cauſe of this diſ- 
eaſe in what we may call an inordinate motion 
of the nervous fluid. For exciting this motion 
a certain ſti mulus is requiſite, and that this ſtimu- 
lus again may have effect, a peculiar irritability 
of the moving fibre is neceſſary. We may, there- | 
fore, conſider two great objects as _ claim- 
ing our attention in the cure. | | 
Is . The 
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1. The removal of the exciting cauſes. 

2. The removal of that condition of the mo- 
ving fibre, without which theſe cauſes can have 
no effeck. | 8 Ly 

If either the one or the other of theſe ends be 
compleatly obtained, it is evident that' the acceſ- 
ſion can no longer occur. To the firſt we are 
conſtantly and almoſt unavoidably expoſed. It 

is, therefore, chiefly on the laft footing that a 
radical cure is to be expected. And, by the re- 
moval of ſuch a condition of the ſyſtem, not only 
convulſion, but even the much more obſtinate 
affection of epilepfy is ſometimes overcome. 


In the caſe before us, ſome meaſures have 


been taken with both theſe intentions; but I 
chiefly depend, here, on the laſt. As the fits 
came at firſt by regular acceſſions, I imagined 
that ſome benefit might be derived from antici- 
patirg them. And it was with this view that 
I directed an opiate to be taken at the uſual time 
of the attack. With the intention alſo of ſecu- 
ring a regular diſcharge by the belly, and thus, 


at leaſt, preventing one cauſe of irritation, I have 


employed purgative pills. But 1 have chiefly truſt- 
ed the cure to the uſe of the Cuprum Ammo- 

niacum, under the form af the pilulae Caeruleae, 
| thaw 


th; 
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than which, I know no medicine more powerful, 
| as removing a diſpoſition to convulſive affections. 
And I had lately occaſion to treat a caſe of the 
epilepſy, where there is little doubt that this has 


y been the means of obtaining a radical cure. It 
, is my intention, therefore, to give it a fair trial 
n in the preſent caſe; and, with that view, I have 
t already augmented the doſe from one to three 
a pills in the day. To this extent, it has had no 
- other obvious operation than in ſupporting the 
y ſickneſs at ſtomach, of which he complains. iam 
e diſpoſed to think, however, that it has already 
had ſome good effect on his diſeaſe. I conſider 

e it as, in a great meaſure, producing the long in- 
I termiſſions which have of late taken place. And 
ty I am even in hopes, that, by means of it, the 
> eure may be efteed, 

i- If, however, I ſhould either be diſappointed, | 
at or the diſeaſe prove tedious, I have thoughts of 
ne conjoining with it cold bathing. And if both 
u- prove abortive, it is my intention to try this pa- 
18; tient with the Puruvian bark. During this courſe, 
ve however, it is requiſite for him to avoid as much 
{t- as poſſible every cauſe exciting the paroxyſms or 
10- fupporting prediſpoſition. And, above all, I have 


ac, enjoined ſobriety, on which, perhaps, more than 
jan | any 
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any other creiſtance, the cure in the inflance 
| before- us s mut depend. on 
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"This patient EARS on the uſe of the pilu- 
lac Cactuleae for ſome weeks longer. And, 


without either increaſing the doſe, or employing 
any other medicine, his affection was entirely re- 
moved, and his attendance x at the „ dif- 
continued. . 


CASE **. 


Obſervations on a Caſe in which ſevere periodical 
Pains of the I nteſtines were removed b 7 the Uſe 
of the Pilulae Gummoſae. 


— la man in the fortieth year of 
his age, admitted May 10. 1777, by trade 
a baſket - maker, of a low ſtature, thin habit, and 
dark complexion, complains of being, at times, 
affected with very violent pain of his belly. This 
mw is. mn with conſiderable ſwelling and 
_ diſtention 
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diſtention of the part, which ſeemt to arĩſe from 
wind, and on the diſcharge of wind, be is always 
relieved. This pain extends upwards from the 


under paxt of his belly, through, his whole body, 


and it is particularly levere under his armpits. 
After a ſhort continuance. the, diſtention ceaſes z 
but be is affected with pain, to ſome degree, 


through the remainder of the day, aſter each at- 
tack; but, prin, -the POR: it in general CEa- 


ſes. | - 


He is affected wh; an attack ef this kind al- 
moſt every day, particularly when the weather is 

cold. | They are always. preceded by the diſ- 
charge of about two ſpoonfuls of an inſipid wa- 
tery fluid from his mouth. And this he takes as 
a ſignal for looſing his apron and waiſtcoat ; for, 
unleſs he does ſo,- the ſwelling of his belly, and 
ſevere pain which inſtantly ſupervene, occaſion 
much greater uneaſineſs. During theſe attacks 
he complains of much thirſt; and, when the re- 
turns of the pain are frequent, he is troubled, 
with obſtinate coſtiveneſs ; 'at other times his 
belly is regular. His appetite is good; he ſleeps 
well; pulſe 64; heat natural. 

He has been ſubje& to theſe complaints for 
theſe twelve years paſt. And from the begin- 


ning 
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ning they put on nearly the ſame appearance as 
at preſent. But, of late, the attacks have be- 
come more frequent and more ſevere, 


He knows no particular cauſe to which theſe | 
complaints can be aſcribed z and he has uſed but 


few nedicines, from which he has derived only 
very light temporary relief. He obſerves, how- 
ever, that, when his belly 1 is looſe, his complaints 
are much eaſier; and nothing affords him ſo 
much relief, when his pain is very ſevere, as a 
warm cloth applied to his abdomen z which, how- 
ever, is frequently ineffectual. 

Capiat omni nocte hora ſomni Runen Gum. 
 moſarum grana decem. 
May 16. He diſcharges much wind downwards 
fince he began the uſe of the pills; and they 
have the effect of keeping his belly gently open. 
He has had no return of the diſtenſion or 
violent pain, Continuentur pilulae Gummoſae. 

May 23. He ſtill continues to diſcharge much 
wind downwards, and has had no attack of the 
violent pain ſince he began the ufc of the Pills, 
Belly regular. 
Continuetur medicamentum. | 
May zo. He continues free from any return 
of his pain, and is in other 3 in perfect 
health. 
Obſervations 
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Obſervations delivered Fune 3. 


The caſe of this patient had very ſoon a favour- 
able termination under our care; or, at leaſt, 


he received ſuch intermiſſion from his affection, 


that I judged it unneceſſary for him to continue 
his attendance any longer. I would, however, 
by no means be aſtoniſhed if he ſhould be again 
affected with a return of his former ailments; 
and, I muſt own, that the relief he obtained from 
his complaints was much ſooner than 1 ſhould 
have expected. For, I conſider his caſe as by no 
means without ſingularity. It is eaſter, I appre- 


hend, to form a probable gueſs as to the nature 


of this affection, than to give it either a proper 
name, or to explain all the phaenomena. It is 


evident, that the eſſential part of his diſeaſe con- 


filts in pains beginning in the abdomen; and 
theſe, while they continue, ſubſiſt with very great 
violence. Among noſological writers, all pains of 
the inteſtines not ariſing from any fixed cauſe, 
are referred only to the general head of Colica. 
To the beſtowing this denomination on the pre- 
ſent affection there is, however, ſome objection. 
From its tranſitory nature, as well as from the 
e Mm frequency 
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frequency of its returns, it differs in appearance, 
at leaſt, from what is gencrally known by the 
title of Colica. And that, too, even when colica 
ariſes from flatulence, which manifeſtly appears 
to be the cauſe in the inſtance before us. 

But, beſides this, there are ſeveral other pecu- 
| Harities in the preſent caſe. As an example of 
theſe, we may mention the particular ſymptom 
preceding the attack; The uncommon flow of 
ſaliva into the mouth. I. what manner this is 
connected with the other parts of the affection, I 
mult own, I am totally at a loſs to ſay. It is, 
indeed; obvious, that an incrcaſed ſeparation of 
fluids by the falvary glands, is the effect of many 
difteient pecuiiar ſenſations. Thus, for cxample, 
it ariies not unfrequentiy from particular ſounds. 
We may, at leaſt, conjecture, therefore, that it is 
produced, in the preſent inſtance, by a cauſc 
ſomething fimilar, and that it depends ona pecu- 


liar ſenſation ariſing from the bowels, which pre- 


cedes the violent pain. 

I may here obſerve, that this 3 is not the only i in- 
ſtance in which I have known ſuch an appear- 
ance to occur. I have had occaſion to treat two 
caſes of epilepſy, in which a flow of inſipid 
watery fluid into the mouth was the forcrunner 

| of 
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of the attack. And there I was diſpoſed to ima» 
gine that it might be explained on the ſuppoſi- 
tion now thrown out, But whether, in the one 
caſe or the other, the ſuppoſition was well found- 


ed, I will not pretend to affirm. 


As the affection of this patient is ſingular in 


the circumſtances preceding the pain, ſo it is alſo 


in the conſequences of it, or at leaſt in the direc- 
tion in which it is propagated. We are told, 
that, in every attack, it begins at the under part 


of the belly; and that in the paincd part there is 


a manifeſt ſwelling and diſtention. It is ſoon, 


however, propagated from the part where it has 


its origin, through the trunk of the body in ge- 
neral, and it terminates, as it were, under the 


-arm-pits, in which it is particularly ſevere. From 


what cauſe it is determined in this particular di- 
rection, I cannot pretend to ſay. - Some would be 
diſpoſed to refer it to the continuity of mem- 


.. branes ; while, at the ſame time, they would re- 
fer the ſeverity of it under the arm-pit, to the 


termination and interruption of theſe, | 
To this reaſoning, I muſt own that I know no 
very ſtrong objection; at the ſame time, I can 


hardly conſider it as confirmed by the phaeno- 


mena; for, although, in particular caſes, as in 
| the 
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the preſent, pain may always follow a certain dj. 
rection; yet when we compare together different 
caſes, the courſe in which pains are Propagated 
is very much varied, while, at the ſame time, in 
all theſe inſtances, the connection of the mem- 
branes is the ſame. I am, therefore, diſpoſed 
to conſider the direction in which it is pro- 
pagated, to be, in each caſe, the conſequence of 


the particular condition of the parts which are 


more eſpecially affected. But, at the ſame time, 
it is probably rather from the condition of the 

nerves in the part than of the ſimple ſolids. 
Vet, on whatever footing we are to explain 
the appearances which are either the forerun- 
ners or the conſequences of the preſent attacks, 
we can, I apprehend, be in little doubt in aſcri- 
bing the principal part of the complaint to an 
afſe&ion of the ſpaſmodic kind; and we muſt 
conſider this ſpaſmodie affe ction to ariſe from di- 
ſtenſion of the inteſtines by wind. This is equal- 
ly evident, both from the ſwelling of the belly, 
and from the relief which the patient receives on 

the diſcharge of wind. | 

On this idea of the nature of the affection, l 
did not deſpair of being able to bring about a 
cure, or, at leaſt, of alleviating the ſeverity of 
the 


ci 


of 
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the pains, and of diminiſhing the frequency of 
the attacks. When I conſidered, however, the 
violence of the attacks, I was diſpoſed to think, 
that it would not be eanly effected. And when 
I reflected, that it had ſubſiſted for rhe ſpace of 
twelve years, I imagined it would not be brought 
about in a ſhort ſpace of time. While, there- 
fore, I looked for a tavourable termination, I yet 
dreaded that the caſe would be tedious. In this, 
however, it appeared, from what afterwards hap- 
pened, that my apprehenſions were groundleſs. 
I conſidered the cure of this affection as turn- 
ing on two circuinſtances. The firſt was the 
frequent expulſion of wind from the inteſtines, 


by. which the cauſe inducing the ſpaſmodic affec- 


tion would be taken off; and the ſecond, the re- 


moval of the diſpoſition to ſpaſm, from which, 
although the irritating cauſe might, in ſome mea- 


ſure, remain, yet it would ſoon ceaſe to be pro- 
ductive of the former effect. It was with the 
view of anſwering both theſe intentions that I had 
here recourſe to the uſe of the pilulae Gummoſae, 
in which I truſted chiefly to the ſtimulant and 

antiſpaſmodic powers of the aſſa foetida. 
There is little reaſon to doubt that this medi- 
cine fully anſwered the intentions which I had in 
view. 
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view, From the time that our patient began to 
uſe this medicine he had a free diſcharge of wind 
downwards, and it ſeemed to have further the ef. 
fect of occaſioning a regular evacuation of foe- 
culent matter by ſtool : For, during the uſe of 
the pills, his belly was moderately open. With 
theſe changes, the patient was at the ſame time 
| freed from any return of the violent pain; and, 
after ſuffering no relapſe for the ſpace of a month, 
1 thought it unneceſſary to perſiſt any longer in 
the uſc of the medicine. 1 diſmiſſed him, there. 
fore, for the time, at leaſt, cured. I will not, 
however, ſay that he will continue free from any 
returns. But, if this ſhould be the caſe, we will 
probably hear of him again, and, by the uſe of 
the lame medicines, his complaint, I hope, may 
be removed. 


4; & - 


This patient has not again made application 
at the Dilpenſary ſince he was diſmiſſed. And 
' when inquiry was made after him at the end of 
ſeveral months after he was diſmiſſed from the 
Diſpenſary, he ſtill continued free from any re- 

turn of his former complaint; and in other re- 
ſpects in perfect health, 

9 5 CASE 


04 
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CASE XXI. 


Obſervations on an obſtinate cutaneous ¶ Fection of 
the leprous Kind, =, 


— R——, a woman in the thirty. fifth 
year of her age, of a moderately full ha- 
bit, and middle ſtature, has, on different parts of 
the trunk of her body, an eruption, appearing 
under the form of dry white coloured ſcales, ri- 
ſing a little above the ſurface of the ſkin, Her 
legs and arms are alſo overſpread with an erup- 
tion of the ſame kind; but few appear on her 
face. Theſe dry ſcabs are of different ſizes ; ſome 
of them leſs than a ſixpence, others larger than a 

ſhilling. | 
Theſe white ſcurfs ſometimes ſpontaneouſly fall 
oft, and the parts below appear preternaturally 
red, but are not in any degree ulcerated, and ne- 
ver manifeſtly diſcharge any matter. When the 
white dry ſcurfs fall off, the parts below are ſome- 
what hot and itchy, but not to any great degree. 
And, in a ſhort time, they are again gradually 
| covered 
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covered by other white ſcabs of the ſame na- 
ture. 


She is never free from this affection for any 
part of the year; but the erruption is uſually ob- 


ſerved to be moſt extenſive during ſpring and 
autumn. Beſides the eruption, ſhe complains 
alſo of being frequently affected with head-ach, 
attended with ſome degree of vertigo, which 
principally attacks her in the morning; and is, 
for the moſt part, eaſier towards night. Her ap- 
petite is good; her heat natural; and her pulſe 
beats about eighty ſtrokes in the minute. Her 
belly and menſes are regular. | 

- This eruption firſt appeared about "ETON 


years ago, and was then nearly to as great an 
extent as at preſent. During the period of its 


.continuance, it has, at different times, yielded to 


medicines directed for the removal of it. But 
ſhe has never been long free from it. She does 
not know what the medicines were. But, about 
five years ago, when ſhe was in the Royal Infir- 
mary for this.complaint, where ſhe remained for 
the ſpace of about fixteen weeks, ſhe received 
very conſiderable relief from the uſe of pills, 
which had the effect of looling her teeth. 
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- She, aſcribes this complaint to her having eat 
much ſalmon, and afterwards drunk freſh milk; 
as, ſoon after ſhe, had done ſo, the preſent affec- 
tion began. None of her parents or near rela- 
tions liaye ever been ſubjected to any ſuch com- 
plaint. And her diet, as well as her mode of lis 
ving in other reſpects, has been in no particular 
different from that of _ REY . her own 
rand „g zog Ar 55, | 

B Mercurii Carraſoi e nns a 
fſelve in aquae purae uncias ſeptem, et ſolutioni adde 
Spiritus Lavendulas compoſitae unciam unam. M. 
Capiat ſemunciam omni nocte horae decubitus. d 
= May 13. She has taken the ſolution regularly; and 

it has never produced any ſweat during the night: 
But the firſt doſes griped her a little, and occa- 
ſioned ſome looſe ſtools in the morning. Now, 
however, it neither produces gripes nor looſeneſs; 
| but ſhe does not obſerve. any obvious change in 
| the eruption, or on the ſtate a ok ain com- 
1 | plaints, FRED 5 1b ry 
Continuetur gedicamentum, ut antea, 1 


, 

1 May 16. Her ſymptoms continue as before, 

a and ſhe has no uneaſineſs from the ſolution. 
mtinuetur nedicomentun. 5 

8 Eee a ae dee edel 20 M 


——— —E—E—6ẽͤ 2224. — nog ren, ot 
— 
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May 23. The eruption is ſomewhat diminiſhed 


on the trunk” of her body, but on her arms it 


continues much in the ſame ſtate as formerly. 
In other teſpects, however, ſhe now thinks that 
ſhe enjoys better health than at the time when 
ſhe began her medicines. Continuetur ſolutio. 
May 30. The eruption on het arms is nothing 
diminiſhed-y and that on the trunk of her body 


is rather increaſed ſince laſt report. The ſolu- 


tion has of late oceaſioned much ſickneſs at ſto- 


mach, and ſevere gripes, with ſome looſeneſs ; 


but it has never had any effect in producing moi- 
ſture on the {kin during the night. Lache 
nn oh ann n e fablnai, 
et { 1 15 
X Aci puri druchmam nam. 
Aquae pirrut ſeſcunciam. | 
Syrupi femplitis ſemunciam. M. 
Capiat drachmam unam ry ＋ _ om- 
22d 10 23k gs 
June 10. The mixture with the vitriolie acid 
occaſions ſickneſs at ſtomach, but without vomit- 
ing. She Mill complains of gripes, and is 
particularly affected with them in the afternoon, 
when they are in general attended with ſome de- 


gree * looſeneſs. The eruption on her arms, 


and 
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and allo on the trunk of her body, is greatly di- 


miniſhed ſince ſhe began this medicine. 
 Continuetur miſtura Vitriolica. Sed capiat 
drachmam unam mane et weſpere ; nec non capiat, 
bis in ſepiimana, Salis Glauberi ſeſcunciam ex 
Aquae ferventis unciis gcto pro catbartico. 
June 17. The two doſes of Glauber's ſalts ope- 
rated rather ſeverely, But the mixture with the 
vitriolic acid fits cafily on her ſtomach. And 
the eruption is now. almoſt entirely gone from 
every part of the ſurface of her body, excepting 
a little about the wriſts and ancles. 
Cuntinuetur mixturs Pitrialica ut antea, et re- 
petatur Sal Glauberi bis in ſeptimana, ſed capiat 
wnciam unam ſolummodo pro ſingulis dgſibus. 


Obſervations delivered June 24. 


| The affection under which this patient labours, 
at leaſt the far greater part, is an obvious one. 
It affords us an evident example of a cutaneous 
diſeaſe, and that, too, not leſs extenſive than di- 
ſtinctly marked in its appearance. Some parts, 
indeed, of the ſurface of the body, are more affec- 
ted with it than others; and this is particularly 
the 
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the caſe with reſpect to the ſuperior extremities, 
But, beſides theſe, the inferior extremities alſo, 
and the trunk of her body; when ſhe came un- 
der our care; were in many places covered with 

the ſame eruption. Bur, excluſive of the diſeaſe 
obviouſſy appearing, there were alſo marks indica- 
ting here a general affection of the ſyſtem. For, 
of ſuch an affection the head · ach and vertigo, to 
which ſhe is frequently ſubjected, afford undoubt- 
ed evidence. Theſe, however, are not to be 
conſidered as by any means conſtituting a ſepa- 
rate diſcaſe, or giving what could be viewed as a 
complicated” affection. They are merely to be 
eonſidered as ſymptoms from the cutaneous af- 
fection, and that, probably, depending on the 
diſcharge by the ſurface. 

; Notwithſtanding 1 the extent of the diſcaſe, hows 
ever, it would appear that her health, in ſeveral 
reſpects, is very little affected. Her pulſe and 
heat are at the natural ſtandard, while, at the 
ſame time, the diſcharges by ſtool, urine, and o- 
ther excretions, are in a healthful condition, and 
her appetite is unimpaired. I could, therefore, 
conſider her as being ſubjected to no other diſcale 


but the ue — affection. | 


of 
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Ot the diſtinction of cutaneous affections, and 
of the general cauſes to which they are to be at- 


tributed, when ſpeaking of ſome other caſes, I 


have already had occaſion to make ſome remarks. 
According to the diſtinction which I then attempt- 
ed to cſtabliſh, there can be no doubt in refer - 
ring the preſent caſe to the head of the Lepra. 
And here I find very diſtinctly almoſt all the cha- 
racters of the lepra, as defined by the greater 
number of noſologiſts. True, indeed, it is here 
ſaid, that there is neither any itchy nor painful 


ſenſation from the eruption. And, it is to be 


obſerved, that the former of theſe, the itchy ſen- 
ſation, is introduced into the definition of lepra 
by moſt noſologiſts. But it cannot, I imagine, 
de conſidered as an eſſential part. And, notwith- 
ſtanding the aceount given by our patient, it is, I 
think, extremely doubtful, whether this ſenſation 
has been entirely wanting. 

Of all the ſpecies deſcribed by Mr 3 my 
preſent moſt nearly reſembles his Lepra Graeco- 
rum, or, as it is called ordinarily the Lepra. And, 
it is here to be obſerved, that the parts affected 
are without pain, and, in ſome meaſure, inſen- 
ſible. Thus, in as far as any itchy ſenſation does 
occur, it is chiefly confined to the parts ſurround- 
ing the ſcabs. 


This 


| 
IS 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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place but rarely in this country; and, 1 may 
fay, that I never before ſaw an inſtance occur. 
ring preciſely in the ſame, form as the pre. 
lent, The eruption is more dry and ſcaly, and, 
at the ſame time, theſe ſcales ſmaller in ſize, and 
extending farther oyer the body, than is. re 
I the caſ¼GF 

From cvery 8 1 was diſpoſed to 
conclude, t that we ſhould find this affection very 
obſtinate. The diſcaſe, i in, the ſtate here deſcri- 
bed, is generally remarked to be ſo, But, it 
may be conſidered as ſtill - farther unfavour- 
able in the . inſtance before us, as it is 
by no means in a recent ſtate. Before the 
patient came under our care, it had already 
ſubſiſted fourteen years, and, during that pe- 


riod, a great variety of medicines had becn 


tried in vain. To ſome, indeed, we are told, 


chat it ſeemed for a little time to yield; but it 


ſoon again returned to its former condition. 
When, therefore, there is thus far evidence of 
its being rooted in the conſtitution, we cannot 
reaſonably expect an expeditious cure; and there 
is even reaſon to apprehend, that, in the end, we 
ſhall. be as much joilcd as other praftitioners have 
been. 


28 1 
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been, "I may, however, aſſert, that the attempts 
to cure which we have already made, have not 
been altogether without effect. And I am not 
without hopes that we ſhall be able to diſmiſs 
this patient conſiderably relieved; and _ the 
will, at leaſt, continue ſo for ſome time.” 

have formerly obſcrved, that, wich _ to 
the principles on which the practice, in ſuch a caſe, 
ought to proceed, Tam much at a loſs. Theſe 
are, in a great meaſure, to be zecommodated to 
the particular cauſe from which the affection 
more immediately ariſes; and While ſuch cauſes 
are, in their nature, very different, they cannot 
c Io Fay degree of Cozy be alcer- 
eine 03 18 Dirisct Hi - bac 

ig ks. caſe before us, Miele are ew Arcus 
ſtances throwing much light on the particular 
catiſes'which have operated. In this way, there 
is no concluſion to be drawn from the remote 
caufes. The patient herſelf aſcribed her affection 
to the eating of fiſh-with milk. - For this conjec- 
ture; however, Iam diſpoſed to think there is * 
foundation. Not only paticnts' the mſelves, in · 
detd, but praftitioners alſo, are led to conſider 
the uſe of fiſh as'a powerful cauſe of Tuc 
diſeaſes; and 1 do not mean to deny that 


16 4 8 


14 


\ 2 
on 
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it may be the caſe. But, when this happens, it 


is not the effect of a ſinge meal, but of che oy 


continued uſe of fiſhy. and of theſc as then conſti- 
tuting the greateſt part of the aliment. 


Fi 3 4 


Here, however, the Uleaſe i is aſcribed to the 


ule of fiſh at one meal only, and then to the 
imprudent mixture of them with milk, -which 


ſhe took at the ſame meal. Though ſuch a mix - 
ture is very generally forbid, I am inclined to 


conſider it, as merely a popular prejudice. And, 


at any rate, if it gave riſe to a cutaneous affection, 
vo might conclude, that it would be merely of a 

| tranſitory. nature; ſuch. as is Frequently, obſer-. 
ved to proceed in ſome. _habits from the ule of 


ſhell-fiſh; and, indeed, in particular conſtitutions, 


from the action of e, en of aliment 


on the ſtomach. Ke 


From the er * extent * the . | 


with this patient, I was, inclined to conſider the diſ- 


. eaſcas in a great meaſuredepending on the general | 
magine that a cure 


ſtate of the fluids. Hence, Lima 


: 
11 &\ 


was chiefly to be expected from an alteration of 
the maſs of blood. And A it is not improbable, 
that a radical recovery, if it be obtained, will be 
more the effect of diet than of medicines... It is 
on the idea now mentioned, however, that I have 

thoughts 
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thoughts of attempting the cute rather by inter- 
nal than by external meaſures, Though I muſt, 
at the ſame time, confeſs, that the remedies 
which I have already employed, are uſed rather 
on an empyrical than on a rational footing, 

I have already ſaid, that I look upon the great- 
er part of cutaneous affections as to be cured ra- 
ther by external than by internal means. And, 
I imagine, that even the latter ſometimes have 


influence by topical action on the affected parts 


after entering by circulation. 

How far the medicines which we have here 
uſed may have acted on theſe principles, I ſhall 
not pretend to ſay. But, I am inclined to think, 
that this is particularly the caſe with reſpect ro the 


firſt medicine which we employed, the mercurial. 


I am perſuaded, that there is not a more power- 
ful medicine than mercury, where a change is re- 
quired in the general maſs of the fluids, At the 
ſame time, I ſuppoſe it. to act alſo as a ſtimulant, 
and as an evacuant by different excretories from 
the body, It exerts theſe effects more eſpecially 
on the excretories at the ſurface when it is thrown 
into the ſyſtem in an acrid or faline ſtate. And of 
all the acrid mercurial preparations, I conſider the 

| Oo corrolive 
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corroſive ſublimate mercury to be the moſt power- 
ful. -* l „ 

I was, therefore, in hopes, that, in the preſent 
inſtance, it might have been productive of good 
effects. It is often, however, inconvenient, as it 
occaſions gripes, and other affeQions of the ali- 
mentary canal, eſpeciaily when it is continued for a 


_ conſiderable length of time without intermiſſion, 


With the preſent patient, after ſome weeks con- 
tinuance, it produced theſe effects. And as, du- 
ring that time, the progreſs to cure was, at the 
utmoſt, but very flow, I ſubſtituted in its place a 
different medicine. | 
The medicine I then ordered was, indeed, one 
which, in ſuck complaints, has been very little 
uſed. And! chiefly employed it in the preſent 
caſe, as I imagined, that, if it ſucceeded in an af- 
fection ſo obſtinate, it would afford me the ſtrong- 
eſt confirmation of its efficacy. This medicine 
was the vitriolic acid, taken internally, It was 
firſt, I believe, introduced in this manner againſt 
cutaneous affection in the armies of his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, as a cure for the itch. Since that time it 
has been much uſed in the continent of Germany, 
particularly at Goettingen, by Doctor Baldinger, 
one of the moſt eminent profeſſors there, as a 


cure, 
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cure, both for the Scabies Sicca and Humida. 
The ſucceſs which i it has had in his hands is ſuf- 
ficient, I think, to lead to future trial; and with 
the preſent patient, the appearances are, at leaſt, ſo 
far flattering. She had not uſed it for many 
days, when the eruption, even where it was the 


worlt, was very much diminiſhed. In this fitua- 


tion, however, I reckoned it prudent to have re- 
courſe to the ule of repeated purgatives. Not 
that I dreaded any thing from what is generally 
called the repulſion of the eruption, but, becauſe 
I concluded that it muſt occaſion a change in the 
circulation, from which there was ſome inconve- 
nience to be apprehended, And ſuch inconve- 
nience in practice, I think, I have already had 
occaſion to experience. In one inſtance in which 
uſed the vitriolic acid againſt an eruption of the 
herpetic kind, very ſoon after it was begun, the 
progreſs to cure appeared to be very rapid. But 
the removal of the eruption was ſucceeded by a 
dropſical affection, which I was inclined to attri- 
bute to the cure of the cutaneous diſeaſe, and 
which, I thought, might have been avoided 
by affording another outlet, It was with the 
intention of affording ſuch, that I here em- 


ployed the ſaline purgative, It was uſed, how- 


vers. 
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ever, only with the view of obviating conſequen, 
ces; and, in this caſe, it is my intention to try, 
at leaſt, for ſome time, what can be effected by 
the internal uſe of the vitriolic acid alone. If this 
do not ſucceed, I have thoughts of applying it ex- 
ternally, united with hogs lard. In ſuch an u- 
nion it forms an ointment by no means inelegant, 
which J am inclined to think will poſſeſs ſeveral 
advantages over the ointments made with ſulphur 
as their baſis. | 

- Should all theſe meaſures fail, there are till 
many others which may be had recourſe to. But 
it is unneceflary to ſuggeſt any thing at preſent, 
as, after the trial already propoſed, I ſhall be di- 

rected by the appearances which may then take 
place. ä 


Sequel. 


The eruption, which had overſpread every part 
of this patient's body, was, in the ſpace of a few 
weeks, almoſt entirely gone, In this ſituation it 


was thought unneceflary to continue the vitriolic 


acid to the ſame extent as before. It was, there- 
fore, ordered to be given in ſmaller doſes, and 
leſs frequently repeated than before. But, not 

| long 
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long after this change had been. made, ſome freſh 
ſpots appeared on her arms. And theſe could 
neither be made to yield to the external uſe of 
the vitriolic acid, nor to the external application 
of it in the form of ointment. After theſe me- 
dicines had been tried for what was thought a due - 


length of time, recourſe was had to a ſecond 


trial of the corroſive ſublimate mercury. A ſo- 
lution of this was both taken internally, and applied 
outwardly to the affected parts in the form of 
poultice. To thefe meaſures this local affeQtion, 
at leaſt, yielded; for no eruption returned on the 
trunk of her body, or on the inferior extremities. 
And, about the end of October, ſhe was diſmiſ- 
ſed from the Diſpenſary, free from her complaints. 
But, ſince the beginning of April, her former 
affection has returned; and ſhe is again a pa- 
tient at the Diſpenſary. 


CASE XXII. 
Obſervations on a Caſe of Haemoptyſis. 
— H——, a man in the fifty-firſt year of 


his age, by trade a blackſmith, admitted 
the 
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the 2d of June 1777, is affected with a very vio- 
lent cough, which is at preſent attended with the 
expectoration of a viſcid yellow-coloured matter, 
At different times he has expectorated very con- 
ſiderable quantities of florid red blood, nearly in 
the ſame ſtate as if it had been diſcharged from 
a vein. About two weeks ago he thinks that he 
alſo diſcharged a conſiderable quantity of blood 
by vomiting; and he frequently diſcovers a little 
in the matter which he at preſent expectorates. 
But the matter diſcharged has neither any foetid 
ſmell nor difagreeable taſte, He is alſo affected 
with conſiderable difficulty of breathing, great 
oppreſſion and pain at his breaſt, and a very high 
degree of debility, in ſo much that he can walk 
.only in the moſt infirm manner. His habit is, to 
appearance, very much exhauſted, being remark- 
ably thin and ſpare, which, he ſays, was not 
formerly the caſe, When there is a conſiderable 
diſcharge of blood, it caſes both the cough 
and difficulty of breathing for a ſhort time. But 
theſe ſymptoms ſoon again return, and he thinks 
that his complaints are increaſing in violence. 
He fleeps ill in the night; his appetite is much 
impaired ; his pulſe beats about ninety-ſix ſtrokes 
in the minute; and his belly is, in general, re- 
gular. | - 


He 


th 


Ch Oo — * 
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He has been affected with his preſent complaints, 
particularly with the bloody expeQoration, at times 
to ſome degree, for theſe ſeveral years paſt. And 
the debility which they have induced, has been 
ſo great, that, for theſe laſt three years, he has 
been almoſt totally incapable of working. 

He attributes theſe complaints to cold, to 
which he was expoſed before the commencement 
of them, and which, at that time, induced ſevere 
cough, He has uſed many medicines, with the 
nature of which he is unacquainted. And he 
has never reaped any conſiderable relief from 
them. 

. Infuſi Roſarum uncias duas ; 

Mucilaginis gummi Arabici, 

Syrupi ſimplicis, fingulorum unciam unam. 
Aquae Hyſſpi uncias tres. M. 

Capiat ſemunciam tertia quaque hora. 

June 10. The mixture fits eaſily on his ſto- 
mach ; but he has had frequent returns of the 
bloody expeQtoration, to a conſiderable extent; 
and he is ſtill very much diſtreſſed with cough, 
His pulſe beats an hundred ſtrokes in the minute; 
but it is at preſent ncither hard nor full ; and his 
belly is regular, 


Cone 


— 
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Cuntinuetur miſtura, et 
he Pulveris Salis Nitri, . 
Pulveris gummi Arabici, utriuſque ſemidrachs 
mam. M. Capiat doſin veſpere et mane. 


June 17. The mixture fits eaflly on his ſto. | 


mach; but he complains of having been affected 
with gripes from the powders. His breathing is 
now conſiderably relieved, his cough is ſomewhat 
eaſier, and he has had no bloody expectoration 
fince the laſt report, Pulſe an hundred; belly 
regular. 
Intermittatur pulvis Salis Nitri. Continuetur 
Miſtura, cum infuſo Roſarum, ut antea. | 
July 1. He has taken none of the mixture for 


ſome days paſt. And he till continues free from 
the bloody expectoration; but he is affected with 
much cough, which is particularly ſevere during 


the night; and he complains alſo of pains in his 


breaſt, and other parts of the trunk of his body. 
Pulſe ninety-four ; belly regular. 


' © Intermittatur miſtura, et 

8. Mucilaginis gummi Arabici, 

'*  "Syrupi fimplicis, ſingulorum unciam unam. 
Tincturae Thebaicae drachmas duas. 
Aquae Hyſſopi uncias quatuor. M. 
Capiat unciam unam omni nocte hora decubi- 
tus. 
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Obſervations delivered Fu ly 8. 


| That this patient is ſubjeted to diſeaſe, is evi - 
dent even from the moſt flight attention to his 


appearance. In his emaciated, habit, we have e⸗ 


vident indication of ſome cauſe giying exhauſtion 


of the general ſyſtem; and, from his mode of 
reſpiration, there can be little doubt in fixing 


this cauſe to be in the breaſt; although, at the ſawe 
ſame time, the deſcription given by the patient 
would ſeem to lead to a different ſuppoſition. For, 
according to his account, he was affected about a 
fortnight before he came under our care with a 


ſevere vomiting of blood. This might therefore 


lead to a ſuſpicion, that the cauſe of the affection 


was rather in the ſtomach than in the lungs. Or, 


in other words, that the principal part of 
the affection to which he is ſubjected is ra- 
ther Haematemeſis than Haemoptyſis. Here, 


however, it is to be obſerved, that, between theſe 


two, patients are not always very accurate in 


their diſtinctions. They are apt to include 


under the title of vomiting, almoſt every preter- 
natural diſcharge by the mouth. And, in this 
caſe, there is particularly room for deception, 

N 5 P p Wü anheim 
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when, by the action of vomiting, the expectoration 
of blood is promoted. That the blood with our 
preſent patient is in reality diſcharged by expec- 
toration, is evident from the mixture ſtill appear- 
ing in what is ſpit up from the lungs by cough- 
ing. | | 
The preſumption, therefore, is, that the ſuppo- 
fition of our patient, as to his diſcharging blood 
by vomiting, is a miſtake, eſpecially when we 
conſider that Haematemeſis is but a rare af- 
fection; and very generally occurs only as a 
fymptom of other complaints. I would here then 
conſider the evacuation of blood as wholly a Hae- 
moptyſis. And this is the rather probable, from 
the other complaints with which it is conjoined, 
particularly from the cough. Cough, indeed, 
may be conjoined with Haematemeſis as well as 
with any other affeQion ; but it is by no means a 
fymptom peculiar to it, or characteriſtical of it. 
On the contrary, it is an univerſal concomitant 
olf the Haemoptyſis, and it muſt, indeed, be a con- 
ſtant ſymptom of every diſcaſe where matter is 
| lodged in the breaft, | 
It is to be obſerved, however, that the cough 
occurring in Haemoptyſis, takes place in very 
different ſtates, Sometimes there is merely a 
| ſhork 
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ſhort tickling cough without any ſeverity; and 


this is to be conſidered as proceeding from no 


other cauſe than from the irritation which the 
blood occaſions in the air veſicles. This, per- 
haps, is the moſt common ſtate of the cough z 
and hence, in ſome of the beſt definitions, it is 
characteriſed by the title of Tuſſicula. Where 
the Haemoptyſis is with this ſtate of the cough, 
it may be- conſidered as the effect, either of a pe · 
culiar determination to the lungs, or of a gene- 


ral plethoric habit. And the haemorrhage oc- 


curring, is to be viewed always as being of tlie 
active kind, that is, as depending upon the action 
of the blood · veſſels themſelves being augmented 
and giving rupture; not on a rupture procted- 
ing from other cauſes, and a conſequent diſcharge 


of blood merely from the ordinary impetus of the 
circulation. 


In caſes of ſuch active haemorrhage, beſides 
the ſtate of the cough, the affection is alſo diſtin» 
guiſhed by other marks of a plethoric habit, 
particularly by a fluſhing of the countenance, and 
a general florid ſtate of complexion, by a ſenſe 
of weight and oppreſſion, and particularly, by 
what may be called a haemorrhagical diſpoſition, 
that is, a tendency to the evacuation of blood 

; by 


by other parts, as well as by the veſſels of the 
lungs. All ſuch appearances, however, whate- 
'ver may have been the caſe formerly, are at pre- 
ſent, ar leaſt, wanting in the inſtance before us, 
and the cough is here diſtinguiſhed both by fre- 
quency and ſeverity. 

A diſcharge of blood may take ala from the 


2 lungs, in conſequence of paſſive haemorrhage, as 


well as from that of the active kind. And, a- 
mong other cauſes inducing a rupture of veſſels, 
violent cough is to be juſtly enumerated. It oc- 
curs, therefore, as a queſtion of ſome impor- 
tance, Whether the haemorrhage with our pre- 

ſent patient be of this or the former kind? And, 

I muſt own, that, from the ſtate of the cough, 

together with the preſent condition of his habit, 
I am diſpoſed to view it now, at leaſt, whatever 

may have formerly been the caſe, as of the paſſive 
kind. It is true, indeed, that, beſides dyſpnoea, 

which may be conſidered as a conſequence of 

the air veſicles being filled with other matter, 

this patient complains alſo of a pain at his breaſt, 

which is, perhaps, to be conſidered as one of the 
ſtrongeſt marks of increaſed action, or what is 
called haemorrhagic effort, giving riſe to in- 
creaſed — But, it is to be obſerved, that 
| pain, 
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pain, as well as cough, is of different kinds; and, 
it is not improbable, that the pain here occur- 
ring is merely the conſequence of oppreſſion and 
of general uneaſineſs, particularly, as it is not re- 
marked that it is attended with any ſenſe of heat, 
which is an almoſt conſtant concomitant of that | 
pecuhar increaſed action. 

- But, although, from theſe conſiderations; 1 
ads view the haemorrhage, as at preſent, of the 


paſſive kind, yet I would not infer that it has 


always been ſo; for, from beginning in a different 
Rate, it may have given riſe to a debilitated con- 
dition of the veſſels, and may have even been the 
origin of ſome fixed cauſe producing the cough. 
Of this there is ſome preſumption from the con- 
tinuance of the affeQion, and from the extent of 
the haemorrhage giving the appearance of vomit- 
ing. Yet, when I conſider the cauſe of the af- 


fection, as far as that is obvious, we may per- 


haps conclude, that, from the beginning, it was 


of the ſame nature as at preſent. 


But any inquiry reſpecting the original ſtate of 
this patient's diſeaſe, is now perhaps im material, 
as the treatment is unqueſtionably to be accom- 
modated to his preſent condition. And, reſpec- 
ting this, there is another queſtion of greater 

conſequence 


202 MEDICAL CASES. 


conſequence claiming attention, that is, whe- 
ther we can conſider him as ſubjeQed to the 
Phthiſis Pulmonalis, or not. I have former. 
ly had occaſion to point out three different cau- 
ſes giving origin to Phthiſis. Theſe were, Catarrh, 
Tubercle, and Haemorrhage. Whenever, there. 
fore, Haemoptyſis exiſts, there is reaſon to dread 
Phthiſis Pulwonalis as a conſequence. And, ina 
diſeaſe which makes its progreſs ſo imperceptibly, 
every ſymptom giving any indication of it is par- 
ticularly to be attended to. 

In the caſe before us, there are ſome particu- 
lars which favour the ſuppoſition of a phthiſis, and, 


it may be imagined, that it is in conſequence of ul- | 


cerationor vomica pulmonum originating from this 
cauſe, that the cough is ſupported for ſo long atime, 
and with ſuch ſevecity. The ſtate of expecto- 
ration alſo may be confidered as giving ſome 
countenance to this ſuppoſition, For there is 
here room for ſuppoſing that the yellow viſcid 
matter expectorated is of a purulent nature. It 
muſt be owned, that we are ſubjected to ſome 
difficulty from the want of a proper diagnoſtic 
between pus and mucus. It is well known, how- 
ever, that both the particulars mentioned as de · 


. of the matter in the preſent inſtance, the 


yellowneſs 
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yellowneſs and the viſcidity are ſtriRly properties 
of mucus. The latter is even more a property 
of mucus than of purulent matter; and here 

there are, at leaſt, ſome of the moſt common 
marks of pus wanting, particularly a foetid ſmell 
and taſte, I would then conſider this mark, at 
leaſt of a phthiſical affe & ion, to be wanting. And, 
from the circumſtance of the viſcid mucus alone, 
we may, perhaps, explain the ſeverity and fre- 
quency of the cough. 

It is farther to be obſerved, that other charac- 
teriſtic marks of Phthiſis are alſo wanting. 
Though his breathing be affected, yet it is not ob- 
ſerved to be particularly laborious when he lies 
on either fide. The pain of the breaſt is not fixed 
to any particular ſpot ; and, although his pulſe be 
quick, yet it is not with thoſe regular acceſſions 
which diſtinguiſh the heQic fever, Beſides, even the 
circumſtance of the continuance of his diſeaſe alone 
may be conſidered as an objection to the ſuppo- 
ſition of phthiſis. Before he came under our 
care he had been liable to the haemorrhage for 
the ſpace of three years. If, however, the phthi- 
fical affection had occurred when the hacmorrhage 
was greateſt, we may conclude, that, ere this time, 
our patient would have been cut off. And, it is 


well 
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well known, that haemorrhage not unfrequently 
occurs from the lungs without inducing Phthiſis: 
For this laſt is the conſequence of ulceration and 
ſuppuration ſucceeding the rupture of veſſels; 
and ſuch a ſuppuration is rather to be conſidered as 

proceeding from a depraved condition of the lungs, 
than following as a neceſſary conſequence from a 
rupture of veſſels. When ſuch a habit does 
not exiſt, the rupture is naturally healed up by 
the firſt intention. 

From all theſe circumſtances, then, I: am dif. 
poſed to conſider the preſent patient as not yet, 
at leaſt, ſubjected to the phthiſis. And, on this 
ſuppoſition, his chance for recovery is unqueſti- 
onably better than we ſhould otherwiſe pronounce 
it to be. I muſt, however, view the preſent caſe 
asbeing, upon the whole, of a very dangerous ten- 


dency. It is ſo in every inſtance, even in the lighteſt. 


But it is particularly dangerous when it has con- 
tiaued for ſo long a time. After this has been 
the caſe, we can hardly expect to prevent a re- 
turn, even from the ſlighteſt accident; and the 
utmoſt that can be looked for, is, I imagine, 
to give a temporary relief to the patient. I 
am much afraid, that, by this affection, or the 
conſequences of it, our patient will yet be cut off; 

er and, 
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and, although I, at preſent, ſuppoſe him free from 
Phthifis Pulmonalis, it may nevertheleſs ſoon occur. 


It is, however, our buſineſs to take ſuch mea» 


ſures. as way: ſerve to remove his preſent com- 


plaint. The general principle on which this is to 


be effected, mult, in ſuch caſes, in a great meaſure, 


turn upon the condition of the patient. Even where 
the hae morrhage is of a paſſive kind, and the quan- 


tity of blood in the ſyſtem not morbidly augment- 
ed, it is yet ſometimes neceſſary to diminiſh the 
impetus of circulation. For, in the ordinary im- 


petus, we may have a cauſe capable of ſupport-. 
ing the haemorrhage ; and, from the reduction of 


this below.'the natural, ſtandard, other remedies 
will operate with greater ſucceſs. Where, how- 


ever, the.ſtate of the general impetus. is fuch, as 
to preclude any meaſures; with this view it may 
yet be neceſſary particularly to diminiſh the im- 
petus at the lungs, and that either by xeſtraining 
the action of the veſſels there, or by ———— 
a determination to other parts 
Wirh theſe different intentions now mack; 
blood-lettivg, catharties, bliſters, iſſues, emetics, 
and varigus other articles, are, according to Cir- 
cumſtances, employed with advantage In ſome 
Ken nner, none of theſe practices are ad- 
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miſſible, particolarly in eaſes where the patient, 
as in the inftatice before us, is much exhauſted. 
The farther diminution: of impetus, even allowing 
that a morbid: augmentation of it ſhould be de- 
monſtrated by an increaſed quickneſs of pulſe, 
is net to he ateinpted by evacuants. The ut- 
moſt that cam be done is to moderate it hy che 
uſe of reftigerants; Im ſuch a caſe, the great ob- 
je& to be aĩmed at in the cure, mult be the eon 
ſtriction of the bleeding veſſtls, and the removal 
of every circumſtance which can oh riſe to a 
freſh rupture. | 
It was on theſe principles that I expected to 
give, atleaſt; temporary relief to this patient, and I 
put the chief dependence on ſuch à medicine as 
E thought would have Tome; chance of producing 
conſtriction of the veſſels, With this intention, 1 


might bave employed many different aſtringents; ; 
but T eonfidered none as preferable to the Infu- 


ſum Roſarum. I de not ſuppoſe it powerful from 
any great efficacy whichlit derives from the roſes, 
altkeugk theſe, it muſt be allowed, do poſſeſs an 
aſtringent quality, and enter this formula te ſuch 


an extent, that we may expect the wimoſt effects 


which they are capable of produeing. But there 


can be no On, WA we PU other vegetable 
aſtringents 


r 
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| aſtringents mill more powrfal ; ; and 1 begſider the 
chief efficacy of this mediciae'ss wiſitly from the 


vitriolic acid entering its compoſition,” White; 
however, Tcxbibited it as an aftringent, I wiſhed' 


no to employ it as 4 means of alleviating tho 


cough.” And it was with this intention that T 
have united the Iufuſum Roſarum with the mu- 
cilage of gum Arabic, imple Syrup, and Hyſfop 

Thefe articles, of themſelves, would have form- 
ed a mucitaginous mixture ; and, although they 
were conjoined with aftringents, yet I did not 
think that this would diminiſh their power of 
lubricating and: ſheathing parts againſt irritation. 
I haped,. therefore, that- by this meuns the e- 
vere cough, which I conſtdered as the chiofcauſs 


giving riſe io the rupture, might be mitigated; | 


Hut, while I formed theſe expectations from 
this preſcription, I did not think it adviſable o 
truſt to it alone 3 and, although I could not here 
venture on , evacuants 25'a means of reſtaining 
the ĩmpetus of circulation, yet, while our patient's 
pulſe continyed to beat an hundred ſtrces im he 
winute, I cgaſidered ſomething! at mccediary with 
this intention, With chis view, then, IL had re- 
caurſe to nitro as a nefrigorant, aul, list i might 

2 | | i 


as dimimſhing the cough; and, if this be the 
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ſit more eaſily on the ſtomach, I combined it 
with the gum Arabic; from which alſo I expec- 
ted ſome good effects as a demulcent. The for- 
mer of theſe medicines, his mixture, ſeems, i in a 
great meaſure, to have been attended with the 


deſired effect; for, after the. uſe of it for ſome 


time, the cough was not only mitigated; but he 
had no return of bloody expectoration. The 


latter preſcription, however, did not ſeem to.have 


had much influence on the ſtate of circulation, 
and; as our patient imagined it had the effect of 


"During the Os mixture for a- 


bout a fortnight, he remained perfectly free from 
the ſpitting of blood. Still, however, the cough 


was ſevere, and particularly ſo about bed - time. 
While, therefore, I ſaw no farther immediate oc- 


caſion for employing aſtringents, I reckoned the 
means of mitigating the 'cqugh ſtilt more neceſ- 


ſary; and it was with this intention that I omit- 
ted the Infuſum Roſarum, and introduced a pro- 
portion of an Anodyne. What effect this pre- 
ſcription has had, however, I have not yet learn- 
ed; but, I hope, it may have had ſome influence, 


caſe, 


e e Supes, I _ it e to omit. 
it. I | 
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caſe, there is, at leaſt, a better chance that he 
will not be ſubjected to a return of the haemor- 
rhage, This, however, I imagine is hardly to be 
expected; but if it do return, unleſs the cir- | 
cumſtances of his caſe be much changed, I ſhall, 
probably, have again recourſe. to the ſame mea- 
ſures as formerly. | 


Seguel. 

This patient had afterwards ſome return of the 
haemoptyſis, but to a ſight degree only. And, 
without the uſe of any other medicines than thoſe 
before directed, he was diſmiſſed from attendance 
at the Diſpenſary about the beginning of Auguſt. 
His ſtrength was then conſiderably recruited, and 
all his other TO much miti igated.” | 
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ObGroatiohs:4 on 4 » Caſe in which violent Paint i in 
the Stomach and Bowels," ariſing from Flatu-' 
" lence, were removed "y 15 * of = hende. 

— 8 a man in the thirty- eighth 

year of his age, admitted the 14th of June 


1777. 
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177 of 2 dark complexion, and middle ſtature, 
complains of being affected with violent pain a» 
bout the cartilage enfiformis, which, from thenee, 
extends downwards,.through-the abdpmen. The 
attacks of this pain are not of very long continu- 
ance z but they return, at ſniort intexvals, with 
| great ſeverity. They are always ſome what re- 
leved upon a diſcharge of wind, either upwards 
or downwards. And he obſerves, that, after e- 
very meal, he diſcharges wind in great quantities, 
by eructations. Hq is often, alſa, affected with 
borborygmi, nd wid loca] — the 
_ inteſtines, from wind, N | 
When the pain is vaty — 0 Aedrd 
with violent bead · ach and light ſniverings. But, 
although theſe ſymptoms only attend very vialent 
attacks of the pain, yet the uneaſineſs about the 
cartilago enſiformis is, in ſome degree, conſtant; 
and, in the mornings, even without very violent 
pain, he has alſo ſome degree of headyach. 
His pulſe beats about ſeventy ſtrokes in the 
minute 5 his belly is regnlar ; and he ſtcaps well 
in the night; but his appetite is impaired . 
| He bas bean ſubjecꝶ to theſe. complaints, to a 
conſiderable degree, for theſe three years paſt. 
They ate ſomewhat enter, during the. winter; 
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bat they always return with increaſed virlener in 
che ſpritg fealon. He aſcribey this affection to a 
jaundice, to which he was lubjected about eleven 
years ago, as, ſince that time, he bas never been 
entirely free from fowe alfcivas th his bowels, 
although it be only fince the period mentioned 


above that they have” e in the preſent 
form. 


He has, at times, ufed alete meclelnes, and 
particularly, he has lately taken Andetfon's pills 


for ſome length of 8 r * 


relief from them 

B Aſae foetidae, r can. 

Aloes Socotorinae, © Big with | 

 Saponis Hiſpani, fi dis Prey Rang mam. 

Syrupo. ſimplici fiat Aer egen by [JOG 

 granorum quinque. 

Capiat grana detem onni nacte 10 e. 

June 24. He has, in general, one or two looſe 

ſtools every day from the pills.. He is now leſs 
affected with flatulence; but he ſtill complains 
of uncaſinels at the ſerobiculus cordis. He thinks, 
however, that it is nom lower ſeated than for- 
merly. And he has bern leſs affected with head- 
ach; but he ſtill: complains of weakneſs. 
ine e. ut antea. 


July 


| 
\ 


— 
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July 1. The, pills have nom no, farther effect 


than that of, keeping his belly gently open. is 


head-ach, continues eaſier and he. complains 
leſs of weakneſs. But he. is ſtil aged vith 


pains at the under part of his belly. 
ntinuentur _Pilulae, ut antea,. 


July 8. He has had four looſe en len * 


> 1 
> 
14117 


laſt doſe of the pills. For ſome time paſt he has 


had no return of the violent pain at the pit of 


his ſtomach; and all his other ene, are very 


conſiderably relieved. is de 
Continuentur pilulae; ; ſed capiat gnome 2 


Jolummado omni nocte. 


July 15. The pills ſtill Keep: 5 pars gently 
open, although: he takes but one every night. 


He continues free from any return of the ſevere 


pain at the cartilago enſiformis; 0 and is very lit- 

tle affected with any of his former complaints. 
Let him be diſmiſſed; but let him confinge-to 

uſe the pills occaſionally. Ny” 


% 


1 


' Objervations delivered "Aug 1. — 8 


14A 


With regard to the nate of the diſeaſe of this 
patient, there is ſome difffeulty; but, as to the 


> 


nature of it; I apprehend. there is little room for 
doubt. By much the molt urgent part of his 


Ca, ; complaints 
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| complaints is a pain in the abdomen, in ſuch a 
ſituation, that there is a poſſibility of its ariſing 
from the different viſcera, particularly, we might 
conjecture the ſeat of it to be in different parts of 
the alimentary canal. It may either originate from 
the ſtomach or from the large flexure of the colon. 
But, whether it be ſeated in the one or the other, 
that it is not from any fixed cauſe, appears from 
two circumſtances. In the firſt place, it is not 
@ conſtant pain, but returns only at times; and, 
ſecondly, it is not confined to the place at which 
it originates, but is propagated from thence 
downwards, through other parts of the abdomen. 
Io this it may be further added, that no fixed 
aflection can be diſcovered on the moſt accurate 
Examination of the place at which the pain com- 
monly begins, and that the pain, on the diſcharge 
of wind, is conſiderably relieved, 
From. this laſt circumſtance, we have not only 
a proof that it does not depend upon any fixed 
cauſe, but we are led even to form a probable 
conjecture, if not to arrive at certainty, re- 
ſpecting the cauſe which induces it; and there 
can, I apprehend, be little doubt, that wind 
confined in the alimentary" canal immediately 
gives riſe to. the pain. We may even, I ima- 
gine, go one ſtep further, and conclude, that 
Rr | this 
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this wind acts in inducing the affection, from being 
pent up in the ſtomach. Of this, Lapprehend, 
there is ſufficient evidence from the relief given 
by eructations, and from farther obſerving that 
eru Rations are uniformly remarked to be the con- 
ſequence of eating. I conſider, therefore, the 


mot urgent ſymptoms in this caſe to be the 


immediate effect of wind in the ſtomach, Be- 
ſides this, however, he is affected with ſome o- 


ther ſymptoms, particularly head-ach and fhiver- 
ing. But theſe are well known to be fre- 


quently the conſequence ot an affection of the 


ſtomach; and that they are ſo in this caſe, is, at 


leaſt, highly probable z for the head-ach and ver- 
tigo are obſerved only to occur when the pain 
from the wind is violent. We may, therefore, 
:Limagine, conſider wind in the ſtomach as the 


cauſe of all the. ſymptoms with which this patient 


is affected. 
For properly l 6 hn nature by the 
«diſeaſe, however, it is neceſſary to. conſider from 


- whence the wind in the alimentary canal ariſes. This 


e can conccive to be the effect only of two cauſes; 


Either it muſt proceed from latitude being afford- 


ed for the extrication of an uncommon quantity 
. of air from. the en matters W in ali- 


is af >” _- 
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ment, or, it may proceed from ſubſtances being 
employed in aliment, from which air muſt be ex- 
tricated to a very great extent. In the caſe be- 
fore us, there is, I imagine, reaſon for ſuppoſing 
that both cauſes, in ſome degree, operate. That 
it is, in ſome meaſure, the effect of aliment, may 


be inferred from the particular ſeverity of it du- 


ring the ſpring ſeaſon. It is well known, that 
then the flatulent vegetables are employed in 


greateſt abundance, But the preſumption is, 
that this was neither the ſole, nor even the prin- 


cipal cauſe, otherwiſe it ſhould not occur with 


the preſent patient in ſo much higher a degree 


than with other people. We may conclude, 


therefore, that there alſo took place with him that 
peculiar ſtate of the ſtomach moſt favourable for 
the extrication of wind. This, however, is well 


known to be the conſequence of a weakened tone, 


which probably operates, principally, as giving 


riſe to a greater remora of the food in the ſto- 


mach, than would otherwiſe take place. On this 


footing, then, the real nature of the diſeaſe may 
be ſuppoſed to conſiſt in chronic weakneſs of the 


ſtomach; and, for my own part, I ſhould have 


little heſitation in giving it the appellation of Dyſ- 
pepſia. | 
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It mult; however, be Ane that the Ss. 
terifirig marks of that affection, as defined by the 
beſt Noſologiſts, are not here preſent. But, if 
we conſider this term as applied to. ſtomach-ail. 
| ments, theſe here are ſufficiently marked in the 

pain of the ſtomach, ended with fatulevey and 
eructat ions. E „ nn en 

Any obſervations on the . are now, 
in a great meaſure, precluded, as the patient is 
already diſmiſſed free from complaints. I may, 
however, obſerve, that the termination was more 
ſpeedily favourable than I expected. I did not, 
indecd, conſider the affection as in any degree 
dangerous, but I was of opinion we ſhould find 
it tedious ; for, although the ſymptoms were not 
numerous, they had proceeded to a very great 
degree of violence. Of this there was ſufficient 

evidence in the ſhiverings, head-ach, and other 
affections of the ſyſtem which it produced. But, 
beſides the ſeverity, they had already been of a 

confiderable ſtanding. He had been ſubje& to 


this affeQion for the ſpace of three years, nearly 


to the ſame degree as when he came under our 
care. And he had been affected with ſome 
"ſymptoms even for the ſpace of eleven years be- 
tore. We might, therefore, imagine, that the 
ſtate 
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ſtate of the ſtomach which we have here ſuppoſed 
to take place, was in ſome meaſure rooted in the 
conſtitution, and that it would by no means be 
eaſily removed. I muſt now add, that, although 
this patient has been diſmiſſed free from com- 


plwkw⸗aints, I do not ſuppoſe an entire removal of 


this affection to have taken place. And, although 
the cauſe be not eradicated, the conſequences re- 
ſulting from it on the ſyſtem may, for the time, 
be removed, and the patient obtain, by this means, 
at leaſt a compleat temporary cure. 

This, I imagine, to have been the utmoſt that 
took place in the caſe before us. Yet, even 
this is to be reckoned an object of ſome conſe- 
quence; and, unleſs ſome freſh exciting cauſe 
occur, it may be the means of producing 

ecven a radical cure. From ſuch a temporary re- 
lief, the tone of the ſtomach has a better oppor- 


tunity of being reſtored, than perhaps from the 


uſe of any medicine whatever. 
The next object of inquiry is, How far this re- 
lief has been affected by the means proſecuted 
while the patient was under our care? Here, on 
the idea which we have given of the nature of 
the diſeaſe, the great object of cure was the reſto- 
ration of a proper tone to the alimentary canal. 
1 And 
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And this we may conceive to be effected on one 
of two principles; either by the uſe of fuch mea. 
ſures as immediately act in increaſing the tone of 
the ſtomach, or by the removal of ſuch cauſes as 


ſerve farther to weaken it. It was on the latter 
of theſe principals that I here attempted the cure; 


and, with this view, I employed a combination of 
aloes and aſa foetida. From theſe I hoped, that, 
in conſequence of the antiſpaſmodic power of the 
medicine, the wind would no longer be pent up 
in the ſame manner, and that, by the ſtimulus 
which it would occaſion to the alimentary canal, 
the action of the ſtomach and inteſtines might 
be fo far augmented as to prevent that flow 
progreſs and detention of the aliment which 
might give riſe to any generation of wind. 
Theſe different intentions ſeem to have been 
fully - anſwered by this medicine. For, while 
it had the effect of operating as a gentle cathar- 
tic, the patient was, at the ſame-time, freed from 
all uneaſineſs from wind; and, while the pain be- 
came leſs ſevere, it ſeemed alſo to have ſhifted its 
ſituation; for, he ſoon afterwards deſcribed it 
to be ſeated lower in the bowels, and he had not 
continued the uſe of his medicine for any long 
period when it was entirely gone. In this ſitua- 
| tion, 
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tion, I reckoned. it unneceſſary, either to put the 
patient on the uſe of any other medicine, or ta 
direct longer attendance, He was, therefore, 
diſmiſſed, with injunctions to give us information 
if he ſhould be ſubjected to any return of bis 
complaints. But 1 have ſince had occaſion to 
ſee him oftner than once, and he ſtill continues 
in good health, - | 


Sequel. FRE 
This patient has not, as far, at leaſt, as we can 


learn, been ſince ſubjected to any return of his 
diſeaſe. ED. 5 


CASE XXIV. 


Obſervations on a Caſe in which Lumbrici, lodged 
in the inteſtinal Canal, were removed by the uſe 
of Calomel and Tincture of Jallap. 


| 1 a boy in the third year of his 
| age, admitted June 10. 1777, has of late 
7 2 - 

J 


been obſerved frequently to diſcharge worms of 
| | the 
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: the-Jambricous kind, which in general, are a- 
dont eight ar ten inches in length. He com- 
w of pain in his belly and breaſt, which is 
not conſtant, but attacks him, at ſhort intervals, 
th rv conſiderable violence. He is frequently ob- 


-:- ſerved to pick his noſe. He is often affected 


with teneſmus, and he makes frequent attempts 
wo diſcharge urine without being able to paſs 
Any. 5 
He ſleeps tolerably well during the night. But 
be is affected with conſiderable thirſt ; and his ap- 
petite is much impaired. His belly is, in gene- 
ral, regular; but with the teneſmus he diſcharges 


a ſlimy mucous matter. In the ſtate of his urine 


there is no preternatural appearance. 
lle has now been affected with theſe com. 
plaints for about the ſpace of three weeks. His 
mother knows no cauſe to which they can be al- 
ſigned. And he has uſed no medicines, except - 
I we a ſingle doſe of rhubarb. 85 
* Catomelanos granum unum, 
| Conſervae Ryſarum quantum ſit fu it, fiat bolus 
ſumendus hora ſamni; nec non 
B Findturae Fallappae ſemunciam, 
b 1 uncias duas. M. Capiat 
e . ſſemun- 
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ſemunciam cras mane, et repetatur omni ho- 

; ra donec ſupervenit cat harſis. 

June 13. The bolus ſit eaſily on his ſtomach, 
and the purgative operated briſkly. During the 
operation of it, he diſcharged two large worms, 
each about ten inches in length. | 

Repetatur bolus, ut antea, veſpere die Solis, et 
Catharticum mane die Lunge. 

June 17. He has not got his medicines as di- 
rected. No more worms have been obſerved to 
be diſcharged ſince laſt report, and he till com- 
plains much of the pain of his belly. | 

. Habeat medicamenta, ut antea praeſcripta. 

June 20. He has taken the bolus and purga- 
tive as preſcribed, the laſt of which operated 
briſkly, and he hes diſcharged one large worm. 
Another was obſerved at the anus; but it again 
made its way into the inteſtine. | 

Repetantur bolus, et catharticum, ut antea, bis in 
ſeptimana. | 

July 1. He has taken his medicines twice ſince 
the laſt report. From the firſt purgative he diſ- 
charged five worms ; from the laſt, fix. All of 
theſe were about eight inches in length. He 
does not now complain of the gripes ; but he is 
lometimes obſerved to pick his noſe, and to grind 
his teeth during his ſleep. 
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Repetantur medicamenta, ut antea. 

July 11. He has taken his medicines twice 
ſince the laſt report. From the firſt purgative 
he diſcharged two worms; but the laſt did not 
operate. 

Repetantur n "Rt 9 ut antea. 

July 29. He has diſcharged three worms by 
each of the laſt purgatives; one of them was a- 
bout eleven inches in length, the others were ra- 
ther ſmaller. He has taken no medicines for 
theſe eight days paſt ; during that time, no worms 
have been obſerved, He does not now com- 
plain of gripes, and his other 1 are con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed. 


Continuentur medicamenta, ut ate; 


* 


Obſervations delivered Auguſt 1. 


In the caſe of this patient, we have an example 


of a diſeaſe, reſpecting which we can, I ima- 
gine, entertain no doubt. The principal ſymp- 
toms which here occur, the pain of the breaſt and 
belly, accompanied with a teneſmus, are ſuch as 
may ariſe from different cauſes. When theſe, 
| however, are accompanied with picking of the 


noſe, it-gives preſumption that they may originate 


\ 


from 
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from worms, But this preſumption, in the-caſe 
before us, is put beyond all doubt, from the dif- 
charge of worms by ſtool. 

When we hare, thus, certain evidence of the 
exiſtence of theſe animals in the alimentary ca- 
nal, there can be no heſitation in pronouncing 
them to be the cauſe of all the ſymptoms. And 


the preſent caſe affords an inſtance hop little de- 
pendence is to be put on particular ſymptoms as 


diagnoſtics of worms, which fome are diipoſed to 
conſider as affording certain evidence whether 
they be preſent or not. Of theſe many, particu- 
larly ſwelling of the upper-lip, on which ſome are 


diſpoſed to put ſo much confidence, are here 


wanting, And as, in caſes of ſcrophula, it may 
often take place, when there are no worms, ſo it 
appears alſo, that it may be abſent when theſe are 
really preſent in the alimentary canal. 

As giving riſe to worms, in the preſent caſe, no 
particular cauſe is aſſigned; we may conclude, 
howeyer, that the ova, or firſt rudiments of them, 


have been accidentally introduced into the ali- 


mentary canal, and that they have been gene- 
rated there in conſequence of their finding a pro- 
per nidus. It is from the circumſtance of the 
more ready introduction of the ova, that worms 


arc 
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are particularly apt to occur as a cauſe of diſeaſe 
during the ſpring feaſon, when undreſſed vege- 
tables are much taken. And it is probable, that 
fuch a cauſe may have operated here. 
Reſpecting the termination of this caſe, there 
are, I think, grounds for entertaining favourable 
expectations. Although, from what we have al- 
ready ſeen, we may conclude, that they have 
deen preſent in the bowels to a conſiderable num- 
ber, yet they have induced no fevere ſymptoms. 
And, while theſe ſymptoms were of no long conti- 
nuance, before he came under our care, they have 
ſo far at leaſt already yielded to the medicines uſed. 
1 hope, therefore, that, in a ſhort time, his preſent 
complaints may be brought to a favourable ter- 
mination, efpecially as the worms, which are the 


cauſe of the preſent affection, the Teretes, or, as 


others have called them, the Lumbrici, are, of all 
the different kinds, the moſt eaſily combated. 

In the cafe before vs; unqueſtionably the great 
object of the cure is the expulſion of the worms 
themſelves, and of the ova. While, however, 

they are alive and vigorous, - they exert ef- 

forts for retaining their place; hence, it is of 
great advantage, before employing the means of 
expulſion, to weaken and debilitate worms. With 
9K | | | theſe 
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theſe intentions, various remedies are in com- 
mon uſe. And I might here have employed, as 


a means of diminiſhing or deſtroying the vital 
power of the worms, the decoQion of cabbage- 


tree bark, or other articles ſuppoſed to be of the 
higheſt efficacy. But I was unwilling to venture 
on the uſe of a remedy which I had not before 
tried, with ſo young a patient. I had, therefore, 
recourſe to calomel, with the view of killing the 


worms, or debilitating their power; and to the 
tincture of jallap, combined with ſimple ſyrup, 
for the expulſion of them. In theſe medicines 


we have uniformly perſiſted ſince this patient 


came under our care; and, in their operation, for 


the moſt part, we-have not been diſappointed. 
Every different doſe has been attended with the 
diſcharge of ſeveral worms; and now he appears 


to be in no degree affected with ſymptoms from 
worms. Iam, therefore, hopeful, that few, ifany 
worms, now remain, While, however, there i is 


any appearance of worms from the uſe of cathar- 


tics, I ſhall not think of diſcontinuing his medicines. 


But I hope, that, for effecting a radical cure in 


the preſent caſe, I ſhall not be obliged to change 


his medicines ; and that he may ſoon be diſmiſſed 
from any farther attendance here, 


* 
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n Gefu, ö ; 1 #. : i 
"This patient was 288 on 185 medicines, 
Es at firſt directed, for ſome time lopger. As there 


was neither any diſcharge « of worms, nor any! Ie» 
currence of hjs former ſymptoms, he was then 


diſmiſſed, and ſtill continues in e . 


The Hiſtory of a Gaſe in which a Worm, about fiſt 


Inches in length, of tbat Rind which is denomi- | 


nated the Teniae, as diſcharged from tbe In- 
teſtinal canal, by the uſe of the Powder of the 
Koat f. au. Fry ; . * a Cathartic. 


— 1 a woman in i the ſeyenty-= 
third year of — age, admitted Septem- 


ber 17, 1777, often obſeryes that ſhe diſcharges, 
by ſtool, living worms, which, on examination, 
appear to be portions of a Teniae. The frag- 
ments diſcharged are of very different ſizes, 
Soak of them are not one tenth of an inch jn 
| breadth, 


tin 
ab 


cal 


tions of this kind of worm for theſe thirty years 
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| breadth, others above three-tenths, The thick-: 
neſs of either docs not exceed one twelfth of an 
inch. They are of different lengths; but they 
are ſeldom lefs than half an inch, and rarely ex- 
ceed an inch, They are all of a white colour, and 


mantifeſtly conſiſt of different joints, 


She complains of pains in her tight-ſide, hielt 
frequently ſhift theie ſituation, And ſhe is af- 
ſected with great debility in her right-leg, This 


debility is ſo far conſtant as to occaſton a halt in 


walking. But it ſometimes increaſes ſuddenly to 


ſo great a degree, that ſhe falls down in the 


ſtreet 3 and, previous to ſuch attacks, the is af. 
fected with great fickneſs at ſtomach, In 4 ſhort 
time, however, the again recovers, in ſome de. 
gree, the ſtrength of the affected leg, fo as to be 
able to walk, although not without difficulty,” 


She has, at times, the ſenfation of temporary lo- 
cal ſwellings in the left fide of her abdomen, 
which do not ſeem to her to ariſe from wind. 


Her pulſe, heat, and appetite for food are in 


the natural ſtate z and her tongue is clean; but 


her belly is, in general, bound, and ſhe . 4 ill 
in the night, 


She has now been obſerved to Aha por- 


palt, 
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paſt. And, during all that time, ſhe has been 
: affected with ſome of her preſent ſymptoms, par. 
ticularly the pains in her belly. But ſhe was 


fuſt affected with the weakneſs of her r leg at about | 
| twelve months ago. Þ 
| She has, formerly, applied to devel diffe. 


rent practitiöners, and has uſed many medi- 
dines, particularly powder of tin and tincture of 
rhubarb. From theſe laſt medicines ſhe has, at 


different times, paſſed. three worms of the ſame 


kind which ſhe diſcharges at preſent, which were 
either entire, or, at leaſt, very large portions. One 
of them meaſured. about one hundred and forty- 


eight inches in length; another ſeventy-four 
inches; and the third about eighteen inches. 
But, after theſe were brought away, ſhe ſoon a 


gain came to diſcharge ſmall portions in the ſame 
ſtate as at preſent; and ſhe was never entirely 
ron from the pains in her belly. 


Capiat cras, hora ſeptima matuti na, Pulveris Ra- 


dat Filicis non ramoſae drachmam unam, ex * 
purae cyatho ; nec non 
. Calomelanos, Gambogiae, utri FIR grana tria. 
Pulveris Cremoris Tartari ſeſcunciam, Syrupi 
ſimplicis quantum ſu ufficiat. M. Diligenter 


Alg ens, ut fiat electuarium; capiat circiter 


Parten: 
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partem dimidiam cras hora undecima ante 
1 . et poſtea capiat drachmam unam 
omni hora donec ſupervenerit Catharſisg. 
« ptember 23. As the meticinedireQed could 
not be immediately procured, ſhe did not get it 
till yeſterday morning. The powder occaſioned 
very conſiderable ſickneſs at ſtomach, but neither 
induced vomiting nor looſeneſs, The cathartie 
began to operate about two hours after it was 


taken, and, during the operation, ſhe diſcharged 


ſeveral fragments of the worm. The longeſt « of 
theſe was about two feet in length, and nearly 
about three-tenths of an inch in breadth at eve- 


ry part. The ſhorter fragments were moſt of 


them much narrower, and one of them termi- 


nated in a poiat not broader than the ſize of a 
thread, The whole fragments, taken together, 
as far as they coulu be collected, meaſured about 
fifty inches. This morning ſhe has diſcharged 
ſome more fragments, which ho ELLEN to be dead 
when they came away. 


| Repetantur medi ad ut antea, cras nane. 
September 30. The doſe of the powder taken 


on the morning of the 2 ath, occaſioned very | 
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conſiderable ficknels at ſtomach, and from the 
cathartic ſhe had ſeveral boſe ſtools. But no 


8 portion of any worm was obferved to be diſ- 


charged. Nor bas ſhe obſerved any in her ſtools 
fince that time. She has been for ſome days 
entirely free from the pains in her abdomen ; 
and at preſent ſhe complains only of the weak- 


' neſs of her leg. But ſhe has of late had no at- 
- tacks of that ſudden loſs of ſtrength, from which 


the was before in danger of falling down. 

| Intermittantur medicamenta, et illinatur oleum 
camphoratum femori dextro omni nocte hora ſom- 
Fe A E- Fane S 3 - 4 2 | 


Odtober 10. She ſtill complains of weakneſs, 


and of ſome degree of pain in her right leg and 
knee. But ſhe continues free from the pains in 


her abdomen; and no more fragments of the Tac- 


tia have ever been obſerved to be ene 
by ſtool, | 


R * Olum Camphonatum ul antea. 


October 17. There is no farther apptarance 
of any portion of the Tacnia, - But the affeQion 


of her leg continues nearly | in the lame ſtate as 
before, 


-Continuetur Oleum Canghoratum ; 3 Nec non ac- 
cipiat 


le 
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tipiat guetidie ictus eleftricos quatuor ad gradum 
tertium; et eliciantur feintillae electricae e ſemore 


affecto. 


| Sequel, 
This patient continued the electricity for the 


ſpace of ſome weeks, but without recovering the 


natural vigour of her leg. And as, in this ſituation, 
ſhe did not expect to be farther benefited by it, 
ſhe gave up attendance at the Diſpenſary. But, 


during the whole courſe of her attendance, after 
the remedies for the expulſion of the Tacnia were 


given her, ſhe continued free from all her other 
ſymptoms. And, at the end of ſeveral months 


after ſhe had diſcontinued her attendance at the 


Diſpenſary, ſhe had never obſerved any more 


portions of the N diſcharged by ſtool. 


Obfrvation 


As this patient did not make application at the 
Diſpenſary till after the ſummer courſe of caſe- 
lectures for the year 1777 was terminated, her 
complaints were never made the ſubject of lec- 

ture. 


332 MEDICAL CASES 


ture. But; as this is the firſt caſe in which 1 


have ever uſed the powder of the fern root a- 
gainſt the Taenia, and as it has not, as far as I can 


learn, been much uſed in this country, I ima- 


gined that the publication of it might not be un- 
acceptable. I need not obſerve, that, in this caſe, 


my practice proceeded on the publication which 
has lately been made, by authority of the French 
government, of the medicines employed againſt 
the Tacnia by Madam Nouffer. And the preſent 
caſe affords, at leaſt, ſome additional confirma- 


tion of the efficacy of that medicine, which was 


before ſupported by ſeveral trials made under the 
direction of the moſt eminent practitioners in 
Paris. 

I have lately been W ee that a ſecond e- 
dition of the Engliſh tranflation of their publi- 
cation, for which we are indebted to that indu- 
ſtrious phyſician Dr 8. F. Simmons, will ſoon 
be publiſhed. And I hear that Dr Simmons 


has collected the hiſtories of ſeveral cafes in which 


it has been uſed with ſuccels in Britain, both a- 
gainſt the Taenia Lata and Vermis Cucurbitinus. 
Theſe hiſtories he intends to add to the ſecond 
edition of his tranſlation; and it is to be hoped that 

they 
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they will afford full ſatisfaction to every medical 
practitioner, both with regard to the ſucceſs and 
ſafety of the medicine, and likewiſe with regard 
to the moſt effectual mode of adminiſtration, 
Concerning the preſent caſe, two queſtions 
naturally occur: How far the cure is to be 
conſidered as effeQual and radical? and how 
far it depended on what Madam Nouffer terms 
her ſpecific, the Fern Powder? Perhaps to nei- 
ther queſtion a poſitive anſwer can be given. 
Yet I muſt obſerve, that, with regard to the firſt, 
I am-inclined to think, that the fern powder 
here had very conſiderable influence. I am indeed 
fully aware of the good effects which may be 
obtained in the expulſion of worms of any kind, 
or indeed any other foreign matters from the 


inteſtinal canal, by ſtrong and draſtic cathartics, 


although they poſſeſs no ſpecific power. And 
ſuch an evacuant muſt unqueſtionably be afford. 
ed in the purgative which Madam Nouffer di- 
reQs to be given after her ſpecific. A briſk o- 
peration was here derived from that exhibited | 
to our patient, although the doſe was by no 
means ſo ſtrong as Madam Nouffer recommends. 
It may farther be obſerved, that it is not impro- 
n | bable 


 Vable that the gumbethe has more /influctce than 


merely as a cathartic. Perhaps, white it ope- 


rates as a purgarive to the hunan ſyſtem, it has 
alſo the effet of acting as a poiſon to the Tacnia, 
At leaſt, gamboge, united to the fal abfinthii, 
6onſtitutes à medicine which has been very high- 
ly celebrated for the expulſion of the Tacnia from 


the inteſtinal canal. That is the remedy of Dr 


Hetrenſchwand, From theſe different circum- 
| Rances, then, there is, perhaps, room for ſuppo- 
_ fing that the Tacnia, with our patient, was expel. 
led in conſequence of the uſt of the cathartic. 
Yet, when we confider that, in Dr Hetrenſch- 
 wand's praftice, the gamboge is exhibited to a 
much greater extent than is either ordered by 
Madam Nouffer or was given to our patient, 
and that the fern powder alone produced very 
conſiderable ſickneſs at ſtomach, we may rea- 


fonably preſume, that the expu'fion of the worm 


was, in a great 22 owing to the influence 


which 1 it exerted. 
How "+ ar a rad: cal cure 8 of this affeQion bas been 


obtained, is perhaps a queſtion of ſtil} greater 


difficulty. Yet the relief which ſhe has had from 


all her ſymptoms, and the ä of time which 
0 has 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 338 


has now elapſed, without the appearance of any 
more fragments of the worm, give fome ground 
for hoping that ſhe may not be ſubjected to a 
return of it, Yet, when we conſider that much 
larger portions had been before diſcharged 


by other medicines, it cannot ſeem extraordinary, 


if, from the continuance of ſome part of it in 
the inteſtine, ſhe ſhould again be ſubjeQed to a 
return of her former affection. 

Mr Darwin, who officiated as medical afliſtant 
at the Diſpenſary at the time when this patient's | 
caſe was treated, and who, beſides extenſive Know- 
ledge in every branch of medicine, is alſo emis 
nently diſtinguiſhed for his acquaintance with na- 
tural hiſtory, had the firſt opportunity of exami- 
ning this worm after it was diſcharged. He found 
it to be one of that kind which Mr Linnaeus has 


diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Tacnia Lata. 
But he could diſcover no circumſtance, farther 


than is mentioned in the hiſtory of the caſe and 
ſubſequent reports, from which even a probable © 
conjecture could be formed, whether all the frag- - 


ments belonged to the ſame worm, or to different 


ones, 
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EOQUENTES paginas, Lector benevole, ex 
proprio penu nequaquam deprompſi. Tum 
verbis tum ſententiis virorum illuſtrium ubique fere 
uſus ſum; atque ex illorum copia inopiam meam 
ſublevavi.” Horum igitur haud mihi fas eſt ferre 
honorem. Attamen, ſi inceptis laudatio fit decer- 
nenda, benevolentiam indulgentiamque tuam ex- 
optare licebit. Mendas vel corrigas vel condones 
enixe precor. Molimina noſtra ae qui bonique 


conſulas, oro obſecroque. Vale. 


* 


Academiae Medicae 


 * Edinburgi, ex Edibus 
Prid, Cal. Maii, det 


* 
* 


/ 


Ex quo illuſtriſſimus Harvens circularem ſanguinis 
motum novum jam in medicina fundamentum invexit, 
nihil mirum ſi neoterici, diruto caduco acdificio, prope 
novam inſtaurandam curaverint artem medicam. 


1 2 155 1 Bonzrys, 


a+ * n 8 * } 
" 


> 


COLLEGIO REGIO 


MEDICORUM LONDINENSI 


5 
A Haec, qualiacunque, 


In Socii Beatiſſimi Memoriam, 
Summa Veneratione 
Dicat 
ANDREAS DUNCAN. | | 
| 


» 
# 


[ bo.) 2 
z 


F# © 5 


1 


577 * 7 


„ 


* 


—_ 
— — 


2 ov) © I 


— 


4 


DE . AUD IBUS 
GULIELMI HARVEI 


0 R A Tr 0 


. 


— 


MEDICINA DOC TORES ORNATISSIMI, 
CHIRURGI SOLERTISSIMI, 
ATIs SALUTIFERA STUDIOSI GENEROSISSIMI, 


 AUDITORES DENIQUE HUMANISSIMI, 


NT ULLA re, ut praeclarus olim obſer- 
vavit philoſophus, homines ad deos 
propius accedunt quam falutem hominibus 
dando. Pulchrum igitur, imo honorificum, 
eſſe de arte medendi bene mereri nemo cer- 
te inficias ibit. Atque bene meritos etiam 
laudibus proſequi haud abſurdum. Hodi- 
etnus vero dies luculentiſſima virtutum ex- 
hibet exerfipla ; et latiſſimum oratori vide- 
tur praebere campum, ubi diſcurrere liceat 

XX aucditores 
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auditores oblectando, pariterque monendo, 
Volventibus enim annis denuo redit illuſtriſ- 
ſiini Harvei dies natalitius. Bina jam elap- 
ſa ſunt ſecula ex quo ſanguinis circulationis 
Inventor vitalem primo hauſit auram. An 
ullus magis laudibus affici meretur, quam ille 
qui orationem inſtituit annuam in comme- 
morationem aliorum, qui beneficiis ſuis in 
rem medicam claruerunt? Cujus, quaeſo, 


vivus peregit, tot mortuus perfecit ? 
Expectatis igitur forſan, quotquot adeſtis, 
auribus arrectis, animiſque intentis, diſſe- 
rentem ptotinus audire hodiernum conciona- 
torem de prima origine, ſumma utilitate, at- 
que denique poſt homines natos maxima 
dignitate, inventi Harveiani. Non omnia 
tamen poſſumus omnes. Neque mihi nunc 
convenit in aequore magno ventis vela dare. 
Haud multis igitur nunc opus, cum in hoc 
ſermone de vita, inventis, ac meritis illu- 
ſtriſſimi Harvei, breviter in animo fit diſſe- 
rere. Atque, ſi quantum cuperem poſſem 


quoque, 


memoria ad ſeros etiam nepotes magis ac- 
cepta deſcendere debet, quam illius qui tot 
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quoque, haud nunc deficeret oratoria com- 
mendatio. Non tamen dubitandum, quin 


apud cordatos molimina etiam laudi fuerint. 


Eſt quodam prodire tenus, atque in magnis 


ſaltem voluiſle, ſi non datur ultra. Haud 
dubito igitur quin noſtros defeQus indulgen- 
tia veſtra facile excuſatos habebit, cum feſti- 
nante atque impari calamo rem tantam ag 
grediamur, 

Vos igitur, auditores optimi, oro, obſecro- 
que coeptis adſpirate meis; favete linguis ; 


atque benigne nunc accipite quae de viro 


celeberrimo in medium proferre decrevi. 
Natus eſt Gulielmus Harveus, ſtemmate 
haud ignobili, Folkſtoniae, in agro Cantii, 


ipſis Calendis Aprilis, anno poſt Chriſtum 


natum milleſimo quingenteſimo ſeptuage- 
ſimo octavo. Literarum humanioruni ele- 
menta in ſchola publica Doroberniae primum 


didicit. Exinde, annum agens decimum 


quartum, Academiam Cantabrigienſem peti- 
vit. Poſtea apud exteras regiones medici- 
nae ſtudio incubuit. Inter alios doctores, 
apud gymnaſium Patavinum viri celeberrimi 
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- Fabricii OY Aquapendente praelectiones au- 
divit. Studiorum curriculo tandem obito, 
Medicinae Doctor creatus eſt. 

Laboribus academicis ita peraCtis, haud ſi- 
ne induſtriae atque ingenii laudibus, ſub 
proximi ſeculi initium, artem medicam ex- 
ercere, docere, atque adaugere, Londini 
aggreſſus eſt. Annum agens circiter 
viceſimum ſextum, frequenti ſtudioſorum 
concurſui corporis humani ſtructuram expo- 
ſuit. © Praelectiones ejus anatomicae, eo 
tempore, propria manu exaratae, in Biblio- | 
theca Muſei Britannici adhuc exſtant. In 
11s ſanguinis gyrum primus exploravit, 
detexit, patefecit. Rem tanti momenti etiam 
juvenis invenit, -perfecit, edidit. Poſt pau- 
cos annos, exercitatio ejus, de motu cordis et 
ſanguinis, typis excuſa, publici juris facta eſt. 
Talibus argumentis hanc doctrinam ſtabili- 
vit, ut nemo facile de veritate ejus dubitare 
potuerit. Inter eruditos et cordatos viros 
Riolanus, tunc in academia, Pariſienſi profeſ- 
for Regius, et Ludovici decimi tertii medi- 
cus primarius, ei fidem fere ſolus non habuit. 


Experi- 
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Experimenta tamen raciocinationem cito ſu- 


perant; atque opinionum commenta veritati 
tandem cedunt. Nemo igitur inventum 


Harveianum de ſanguinis circuitu nunc ne- 


gabit. Atque, quod paucis quidem evenit, 
adhuc vivens novam hanc ſuam doctrinam, 


ab omni ingenuo et ſapienti medico ubique 


terrarum, lubenter receptam videbat. 
Haud deerant tamen apud aequales ejus 
quidam vituperatores, qui hoc inventum an- 


tiquiſſimis etiam medicis tributum volebant. 


Quo longius autem diſtat infignis aliqua vir- 
tus, eo minus fulgore urit, nec tamen debili- 
us lumen ſpargit. Ubi igitur hominum in- 
vidiam atque odium mors tandem extinxe- 
rat, ingenium admirabile Harvei pulchrius 
multo enituit. Neque in praeſenti ſeculo 
quiſquam dubitare audet, quod de hoc oeco- 
nomiae animalis vitali motu ante illum, ne 
vel ſon-niaverint medici. Infignem igitur 


impetravit coronam, unde prius nulli velarunt 
tempora docti. 
Laudare autem inventum ejus pro eo ac 
meretur, haud noſtrum, nec tali auxilio nuno 
eget. 
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_ eget. - Sufficiat dicere, quod philoſophiae cor- 
poris humani fundamentum poſuit Har- 


| SD veus; atque fabricam ipſam exſtruendi facul- ; 
| | tatem poſteris 1 

| Summis fic affectus honoribus, baud tamen f 

Wil reliquam vitam filentio tranſivit; 3 ſed medici- 

1 i nae ſtudio indefeſſus incubuit. In medium f 
[ I poſtea protulit praeclaras Exercitationes e I; 
| Generatione Animalium. Ibique i intima fere c 

| naturae penetralia invadens, vitae fomitem d 
8 incredibili acumine indagavit. Sententiam ti 
docuit, quae nunc eruditis atque ingenioſiſſi- d 
1 mis nonnullis viris apprime arridet. Ut ver- q 

Il | bis enim ipſius utar, Vita in ſanguine con- al 
1 © ſiſtit, ut in ſacris noſtris legimus, quippe in q 

1 ipſo, vita atque anima primum elucet.' ac 

| | 3 Clare enim conſtat, ſanguinem eſſe partem Ji 
1 « genitalem, fontem vitae, primum vivens et a0 
1 © ultimum moriens; ſedemque animi prima- 

To « riam, in quo tanquam in fonte, calor primo di 
wo * et, praecipue abundat vigetque, et a quo = 
t * reliquae omnes totius corporis partes calo- = 

— tre influente foyentur et vitam obtirfent.” gl 
ill Ru ot 
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Nec magis enituit Harveus auctor magni 
nominis quam profeſſor celeberrimus. Lon- 
dini enim munus praeceptoris gnaviter obe- 


unti omni anni tempeſtate magna auditorum 


frequentia ſemper adfuit. 


Feliciter praeterea apud cives artem ſaluti- 


feram exercuit: Atque Magnae Britanniae 


Regibus, tum Jacobo tum Carolo, Archiater 


creatus eſt. Sub hoc autem tempus, tetra 
diſcordia civium ardorem incendens, funeſ- 
tum miſerrimumque bellum commovit. Me- 
dicus fidelis Regii Domini fortunam inſe- 
quens urbe expulſus eſt. Atque, dum inter 


arma commilitonibus ſalutem dabat, ferro at- 


que igni ingenii proles periit. Quae ſummo 


acumine, ſummaque induſtria exploraverat, 


literiſque mandaverat, heu nefas ! expoliata 

domo ejus, crepitantibus uruntur flammis. 
Agris vero tandem pacatis, Londinum re- 
diit, ibique medicorum omnium ſeculi ſui a- 
pud Anglos princeps facile habitus eſt. 
Collegii regalis Londinenſis decus atque 
gloria extitit; liberiſque ſociorum ſuffra- 
glis ad Praeſidis officium evectus fuit. Sed, 
annis 
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_ eget. Sufficiat dicere, quod philoſophiae cor- 
8 poris humani fundamentum poſuit Har- 
veus; atque fabricam ipſam exſtruendi facul- 
tatem poſteris dedit. 
Summis fac affectus honoribus, baud tamen 
reliquam vitam ſilentio tranſivit; ſed medici- 
nae ſtudio indefeſſus incubuit. In medium 
poſtea protulit praeclaras Exercitationes de 
Generatione Animalium. Ibique i intima fere 
naturae penetralia invadens, vitae fomitem 
incredibili acumine indagavit. Sententiam 
docuit, quae nunc eruditis atque ingenioſiſſi- 
mis nonnullis viris apprime arridet. Ut ver- 
bis e enim ipſius utar, * Vita in ſanguine con- 
ſiſtit, ut in ſacris noſtris legimus, quippe in 
© ipſo, vita atque anima primum elucet.“ 
Clare enim conſtat, ſanguinem eſſe partem 
genitalem, fontem vitae, primum vivens et 
* ultimum moriens; ſedemque animi prima- 
© rjam, in quo tanquam in fonte, calor primo 


18 praecipue abundat vigetque, et a quo 

© reliquae omnes totius corporis partes calo- 

f re influente foventur et vitam obtirfent.” 
111 Nec 
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Nec magis enituit Harveus auctor magni 
nominis quam profeflor celeberrimus. Lon- 
dini enim munus praeceptoris gnaviter obe- 
unti omni anni tempeſtate magna auditorum 
frequentia ſemper adfuit. 

Feliciter praeterea apud cives artem faluti- 
feram exercuit: Atque Magnae Britanniae 
Regibus, tum Jacobo tum Carolo, Archiater 
creatus eſt. Sub hoc autem tempus, t2tra 


diſcordia civium ardorem incendens, funeſ- 


tum miſerrimumque bellum commovit. Me- 
dicus fidelis Regii Domini fortunam inſe- 
quens urbe expulſus eſt. Atque, dum inter 
arma commilitonibus ſalutem dabat, ferro at- 


que igni ingenii proles periit. Quae ſummo 


acumine, ſummaque induſtria exploraverat, 


literiſque mandaverat, heu nefas! expoliata 

domo ejus, crepitantibus uruntur flammis. 
Agris vero tandem pacatis, Londinum re- 

dit, ibique medicorum omnium ſeculi ſui a- 


pud Anglos princeps facile habitus eſt. 


Collegii regalis Londinenſis decus atque 
gloria extitit; liberiſque ſociorum ſuffra- 
glis ad Praeſidis officium evectus fuit. Sed, 
annis 
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annis labaribuſque labefactatus, honorifico 
hoc munere aetate magis integris ceſſit; 
benevolentiam tamen erga ſocios abunde 
monſtravit. Collegii enim aedes locupletavit 
ornavitque. Caenaculum et Muſeum condi- 
dit; bibliothecam propriis ſumptibus inſtrux- 
it 3 atque demum, exemplo prope inaudito, 
in pleno ſodalium conventu, patrimonio ſuo 
ſe ſponte exuit, ut etiam, dum ipſe viveret, 
haereditas illa ad collegium perveniret. Non 
aurum, non argentum, non lapides perluci- 
dos, non faſces, non purpuram quaeſivit. 
| Sed imprimis in votis fuit, ut animi poſteri- 
tatis medicae fama gloriaque majorum ac- 
cenſi, ad omnem ſcientiae laudem, ad omnia 
humanitatis officia, provocarentur. 

Sic vixit Harveus, atque tandem, annos na- 
tus circiter octoginta, minime quidem viridis, 
obiit. Tertio enim nonas Junii, anno milleſimo 

ſexcenteſimo quinquageſimo ſeptimo, vitam 
cum morte commutavit. Atque ſi aetas 

perfecta, vita haud minus perfecta. In nulla 

enim parte ceſſavit. Sed boni medici, boni 
amici, boni civis officio, ad extremum uſ- 
que, funQus eſt, 
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Ut vivus amorem ſodalium fibi concilia- 
bat, fic mortuus ſumma cum veneratione 
ſemper memorandus. Adhuc enim inventis 
et conſiliis ovantem patriam, imo ſcientiam 
medicam, fovet et ornat. Neque deerit, ut ſpe- 


ro, poſt mille ſecula, qui viri de re medica op- 


time meriti res geſtas memorabit. Manet 
,adhuc honos, nomenque, OY ſem * 
que manebunt. | 

Mihi quidem jucundum foret, et vobis 
fortaſſe haud moleſtum, ſi ea quae bene me- 
ruit immortalis Harveus fuſius exponere ag 
grederer. Non tamen ulterius pergam, ne 
magni viri laudes, ingenii culpa, deteram. 


Sufficiant igitur quae de vita, moribus, atque 


inventis ejus jam dicta ſunt. Non enim in 
animo eſt vos ſermone longo morari, vel per 


ambages ducere. Ab ejus tamen exemplo 
monita pauca colligere liceat. 


Recordamini igitur, quaeſo, quotquot ad- 
eſtis, immortalis Harvei indyſtriam. Vita 
brevis, ars longa. Volat irrevocabile tempus. 
Carpe igitur diem, dum ſororum fila trium 


patiuntur atra. Nil ſatis morituris, nil mo- 


Yy rientibus. 
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rientibus. Quotidie enim propius ab ultimo 


ſtamus. Extremus cito perveniet dies. Mag- 


nus ideo animus, conſcius fibi melioris natu- 


rae, operam dabit ut honeſte ſe et induſtrie 
gerat. Falſa non durant, ſed diligentiae tenor 
permanet, Ad ingenium rite exercendum, 
ſeientia medica latiſſimum adhuc praebet 
campum. Natura munera ſua non ſimul 


tradit, nec omnibus patent, reduQa ſunt, et 
in interiori ſaerario elauſa, ex quibus aliud 


haec aetas, aliud - poſteriz accipit et depro- 
mit. Multum adhue reſtat operis, multum- 


que reſtabit, neque ulli nato poſt mille fecula 


Praecidetur occafis aliquid adhue adjicien- 


di.  Noftrum eſt igitur, dum artis medieae 


dignitatem tueri, dum turpitudinem et infa- 
miam evitare volumus, animes exſuſcitare, 
intentiſque ingeniis ea omnia revolvere quae 
ad artis vim atque perfrctionem quovis mo- 
do conferre videatitut, - Hoe ergo a vobis 


orare liceat, ut quales praeſtare vos inſtitueritis, 


tales uſque ad exitum ſervetis. Effieite igi- 


tur ut in morem Harvei laudari poſſitis, fin 


minus ut agnoſei. Unumquemque oportet 


Pm 
4c ts 
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in hos ſtudio verſatum, ſymbolum aliquid, 


utcunque exiguum, in commune medicinae 


aerarium contribuere. Monſtrent, igitur, co- 
namina veſtra vitalis aurae uſum non fruſtra 


datum eſſe, neque vos _ elena 
conſumere natas. 


In artis autem medicae ineremantym guat 


via optime dueat fortaſſis quaerendum. 
Hic autem exemplum Harvei deviis atque 


errantibus tramitem monſtrat. Ohſervatio- 
nibus atque experimentis ſanguinis circui- 
tum indagavit. Experimentum quidem dif- 
ficile, ſed caute peractum laboris juſtum ad- 


fert praemium. Quae prius animo conje- 


cimus, ſi vera, confirmat, fi falſa, refellit. 


Hac via igitur yeſtigiis Harvei inſiſtamus; 
hac parvi properare debemus et ampli. Et 


fi qua forte fortuna utile aliquid antea latens 
quaerenti ſeſe obtulerit, id nominis gloriam, 


pereunte etiam marmore, poſteris enarrabit, 


Hoc quidem pauois ſolummodo expectan- 


dum. Studendum tamen eſt non tantum 
ut plus ſeias, fed ut melius. Ad ipſam 
igitur naturae normam recurrendum eſt, fi 


ex- 


2 
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exoptetis ut vel vobis honori, vel amicis u- 
tilitati, vel reipublicae . elle pof . 
ſitis. 9278 l 

Si ea quae modo diximus, 0 imanortalis 
Harvei exemplum, apud auditores hodiernos, 
ad artem medicam per experimenta exco- 
lendam, ſtudium atque ardorem excitabunt, 


+ ſumma quidem afficiar voluptate. Ne tamen 


inani nunc videar fungi munere, in animo 


os honoris palmam, utcunque exiguam, in- 
ſitituere, quae generoſo cuique candidato in- 
genium atque induſtriam exercendi occaſio- 


nem praebeat. Hac ratione imprimis re- 


vereatiam noſtram ad verſus venerabilem Har- 


veum, qui tam multa atque praeclara inſti- 
tuit, ut tum aequales tum poſteros ad laudis 
gloriam excitaret, adhibere aliquatenus vo- 
lumus. Et fortaſſe etiam, ingenio aliter 


cunctabundo portam pandat, unde ſummam 


ſibi impetret honorem, ſummam arti ſaluti- 
terae adferat utilitatem. Talis enim palma, 
haud pretio ſed honore aeſtimanda, tardis 
ſtimulum, alacribus oblectamentum praebet. 


5 Atque « dum inter omnes fervet opus, aliquid 


ſaltem 
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ſaltem expectandum e communi utili- 
tati inſerviat. | 


His igitur ate W tans res 


et aetas patiuntur, dumque ſtudioſorum cona- 


mina noſtrum foveant deſidarium, numiſma 
aureum, venerando Harvei nomine inſcriptum, 


quotannis proponere; quaeſtionem aliquam, 


per experimenta indagandam, publico exa- 
mini ſubjicere; ingeniique mercedem, aequo 
jure decretam, feſto ſolenni in Harvei hono- 
rem inſtituto tradere. Inter varias autem cor- 
poris partes, quid melius primam quaeſtionem 
ſuppeditare poteſt, quam ipſę ſanguis ? De hoc 


fluido, quo quidem immortalis Harveus ſums. - 
mum ſibi honorem et meritus et adeptus eſt, 


plurima etiamnum indaganda reſtant: In- 
ter alia, coloris rubri cauſa-adhuc latet. Viri 


quidem ſolertes apud recentiores hac in re per 


experimenta non parum progrefh ſunt; alliſ- 
que viam quaſi patefecerunt. Multum tamen 
agendum reſtat; atque ſi veſtris exercitatio- 
nibus experimenta jam in medium prolata, 
Fel refelluatur vel confirmantur, labor haud 

nul, 


1 
«% 


1 
| 
| 
| 


$58 DE LAUDEIBUS 


uuntilie, band injueundus. Si autem, "ROM 
Numine, fortunatus aliquis ex fumo lucem 


dare potorit, et opus et ſtudium hits eee 


ſegete la eta. 
Han ;oitue: i nunc proponere 


| bong : Unde' color ſanguinis ? Atque has 
indagatione nihil amplius in votis eſt, quam 
ut memoriae Harvei debitos perſolvamus 


honores, ut exemplum ejus, quo ars medica 
imprimis excolenda, haud paſſibus aequis 
ſequamur, atque denique ut experimentorum 
utilitas omnibus pateat. 

His expoſitis, haud amplius morandi cau- 


| Faz quam ut vobis, auditores ſpectatiſſimi, gra- 
tias reddam. Non equidem volo vos inani- 
bus lactare blanditiis; compertum autem ha- 


bete, quod, ubicunque terrarum vitam poſtea 
agetis, Tros enim Tyriuſque mihi nullo diſ- 
crimine habetur, vota mea vos Rapper co- 


mitabuntur. 


Ut morbo detentis tk dill; poſ- 
fits, ut medici officio ex omni parte rite fungi 


qusstis, ut per longum annorum decurſum, 
5 quic- 
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quicquid felix fauſtumque eſt, abunde con- 


tingat, ut generi humano diu laeti interſitis, 


ut ſeri ad coelum redeatis, concedat Deus 


Optimus Maximus. Dixi. 
3 
Y * 
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